1 Thessalonians – Church Discipline


Church Discipline

1. Galatians 6:1, 2

a. Who is charged with restoring the one overtaken in a trespass?
b. What attitude is to be manifested by those doing the restoring?
2. James 5:19, 20

a. Why is it important that one who wanders from the truth be turned back?
3. Matthew 18:15-17

a. Does the admonition to “tell him his fault between you and him alone” apply to every situation? (Cf. Gal. 2:11-14). If not, when does it apply and when does it not apply?
b. What should be done when a brother refuses to hear the church?
4. Romans 16:17, 18

a. What kind of problem is under consideration in this passage?
b. The Greek word skopeō is rendered mark (KJV), note (NKJV), keep your eye on (NASB), and watch out for (ESV).

5. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

a. What specific sin prompted this command to exercise church discipline?
b. When was the required action to take place?
c. Why was the fornicator to be delivered to Satan?
d. A little leaven can _________________ the _________________ lump.

e. With whom were the Corinthians told not to keep company?

6. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

a. What were the Thessalonians told regarding the unruly in 1 Thes. 5:14? 
b. Define disorderly from a Greek dictionary or lexicon.
c. What is the purpose of noting and refusing to keep company with the disorderly person?

d. The one from whom the church withdraws is not to be treated as an _______________, but admonished as a __________________.
7. According to these passages from Deuteronomy, what were the stated purposes of “discipline” (aka capital punishment) under the Law of Moses?
a. 13:5, 10-11

b. 17:12-13

c. 19:19-20

d. 21:21

e. 22:21-24

8. Thought question:  What are some mistakes a church or individual Christians can make that would cause discipline not to “work?”

9. When a church withdraws from somebody, are family members expected to withdraw and not keep company? Does Matt. 10:34-37 have any relevance?

10. Dealing with objections. How should the following be answered?

a. It won’t work.

b. Withdrawing shows a lack of love.

c. The church has been inconsistent. They let some get away with things and withdraw from others.

d. Jesus tells us not to judge others. Matt. 7:1-5

e. They have already stopped attending. We can’t withdraw from those who have withdrawn from us.

11. Questions to consider.

a. What should individuals do if the church fails to act? E.g. can I continue to “keep company” with an immoral brother if the church does not withdraw from him? Does it change anything if this immoral brother is a member of a different local church than the one of which I am a member?

b. Does church discipline have an “expiration date?” In other words, since church discipline is not for those “of this world” (1 Cor. 5:10), can enough time pass that one is no longer considered a sinning “brother,” but a person of the world?

c. If another congregation withdraws from someone, how are we to treat that person? Does it make any difference if that congregation is not sound in all of its teachings and practices?

