
The Rapture and the Return of Jesus

A short study of Premillennialism
Introduction:

1)
References to the Rapture and the Great Tribulation are all around us. Bumper stickers, televangelists, the “Left Behind” series of books, etc. promote these ideas.

2)
In this lesson we want to try to understand what those around us mean when they promote these doctrines and then examine them in light of the Scriptures.

1. To understand the Rapture, we must first understand a few things about Premillennialism.

a. Premillennial means “before the millennium,” so Premillennialism reflects the belief of many that we are living in the days leading up to the time when Jesus will return to establish His kingdom and reign for 1,000 years on this earth.
b. Premillennialism takes many different forms, but the one most prevalent today is dispensational Premillennialism. (Unless noted, this is this type being discussed).

i. The Scofield Bible played a key role in popularizing this doctrine. (It was not a new translation, but a popular study Bible that promoted the doctrine in its notes).
c. Basic tenets of dispensational Premillennialism.

i. The church is not the kingdom of OT prophecy. It was established when the Jews rejected Jesus as their King and crucified Him.

ii. When Jesus returns He will establish the kingdom of prophecy and reign on this earth for 1,000 years.

iii. At the end of the millennial reign, Satan will be loosed for a short time before his final defeat and the final judgment of all men.

1) The righteous dead are resurrected at the time of the Rapture.

2) The wicked are raised for judgment at the end of the millennial reign of Jesus.

iv. Just before the return of Jesus to establish His kingdom there will be a Great Tribulation that lasts 7 years. During that period the Jews will be converted to Christ and the Jews will then convert many more to Christ.

1) Most premillennialists believe the nation of Israel continues to be a vital part of God’s plan.

v. The Tribulation will end with the Battle of Armageddon, a physical battle fought in Palestine, in which Satan and his forces will be defeated.

vi. Just before the Tribulation Jesus will silently and secretly return to Rapture the faithful. Without warning, all the righteous will suddenly disappear from the earth. Then, after the Tribulation, they will return to the earth with Jesus for the millennial reign. (This is the most commonly taught variation, though some place the Rapture in the middle of the Tribulation and others near the end).

vii. Note on historic Premillennialism.  Found in many older Protestant writings, historic Premillennialism teaches that Jesus will return to the earth to establish an earthly kingdom, but it does not include the doctrines of the Rapture and Tribulation. With the influence of the Scofield Bible, Dallas Theological Seminary, Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, Tim LaHaye, et al, the dispensational view of Premillennialism has become far more widespread than the older historic premillennial position.

2. Has the kingdom of prophecy been established?

a. According to Daniel 2:31-45, when was God going to set up His kingdom?
b. According to Daniel 7:13-14, when was the Son of man given a kingdom?

i. When did this occur?
c. What did both John and Jesus say about the kingdom of heaven? Matt. 3:1-2; 4:17; Mark 9:1
d. Peter linked the promise that the Christ would sit on David’s throne to the __________________________ of the Christ. Acts 2:29-36
e. Jesus promised to build His ______________________ and give Peter the keys of the ___________________ of _________________. Matt. 16:18-19
f. Read Acts 3:22-26. Of what time period had all the prophets spoken?
g. Read Psalm 110:1-4. Find at least two NT quotations from this psalm. The Messiah would rule in the midst of His __________________.
h. The Colossians had been delivered from the power of ___________________ and ________________ into the ______________ of God’s Son. Col. 1:12-13

3. The Rapture.

a. How many times is the word Rapture found in the New Testament?
b. 1 Thes. 4:13-18 does not teach it.

i. What sounds are associated with the return of Jesus in this section?
ii. Premillennialists argue that this is the Rapture because it does not mention the resurrection of the wicked. Why do you think the wicked are not mentioned in 1 Thes. 4:13-18?
iii. Remember that chapter divisions came long after the writing of 1 Thessalonians. In chapter 5 where the discussion continues, Paul tells us that the Day of the Lord will mean sudden destruction for some and salvation for others. 1 Thes. 5:3, 9-11
c. 2 Thessalonians 1
i. The return of the Lord will mean _________________ for the righteous (2 Thes. 1:7) and vengeance for those who do not _______________ the gospel and who do not ______________ God. 2 Thes. 1:8
ii. Cf. 1 Thes. 1:9-10 with 2 Thes. 1:7-12. That for which the faithful were longing would be destructive to the wicked.
d. John 5:28-29

1) The ______________ is coming when ______________ in the graves will hear the voice of Jesus and come forth. While some will partake of the resurrection of life and others the resurrection of condemnation, all will come forth at the same time.
4. Matthew 24

a. Many believe Matt. 24 depicts the Rapture and the Great Tribulation. 24:6-8, 21, 27-31, 40-41
b. This belief is partly based on the disciples’ questions in Matt. 24:3 “what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” (KJV)  But read the parallel accounts in Mark 13:4 and Luke 21:7.  What were they asking?
c. Read Matt. 23:29—24:2. All these things will come upon this _____________________ (23:36). What does all things refer to in this verse?

d. Matt. 24:1-2 foretold the complete destruction of what?
e. Matt. 24:15 speaks of the abomination of desolation.  After reading the parallel accounts in Mark 13:14 and Luke 21:20, what would you say this abomination of desolation refers to?
f. What time limit did Jesus put on His words? Matt. 24:34
g. Matt. 24 was a prophecy (promise) that Jerusalem would be destroyed. This prophecy was fulfilled in A.D. 70 by the Roman armies.
h. Cf. the language used in Matt. 24:29-31 with the language used by Isaiah to depict the downfall of Babylon. Isa. 13:1, 6, 9-10, 13-19
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