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Lesson 20 The Reigns of  Ahaziah & Athaliah

2nd Chronicles 22-23

Ahaziah comes to the throne

2Ch 22:1 Then the inhabitants of  Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his youngest 

son, king in his place, for the band of  men who came with the Arabs to the 

camp had slain all the older sons. So Ahaziah the son of  Jehoram king of  

Judah began to reign. 

2 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned 

one year in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the 

granddaughter of  Omri. 

3 He also walked in the ways of  the house of  Ahab, for his mother was his 

counselor to do wickedly. (NASB)

NASB - Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®. Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 
1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. www.lockman.org
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Ahaziah a puppet of  the house of  Ahab

2Ch 22:4 Therefore he did evil in the sight of  the LORD, like the house of  

Ahab; for they were his counselors after the death of  his father, to his 

destruction.

5 He also followed their advice, and went with Jehoram the son of  Ahab 

king of  Israel to war against Hazael king of  Syria at Ramoth Gilead; and 

the Syrians wounded Joram.

6 Then he returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which he had 

received at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of  Syria. And 

Azariah the son of  Jehoram, king of  Judah, went down to see Jehoram the 

son of  Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Athaliah has her own grandsons murdered

2Ch 22:10 Now when Athaliah the mother of  Ahaziah saw that her son was 

dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal heirs of  the house of  Judah.

11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of  the king, took Joash the son of  

Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the king's sons who were being 

murdered, and put him and his nurse in a bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the 

daughter of  King Jehoram, the wife of  Jehoiada the priest (for she was the 

sister of  Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah so that she did not kill him.

12 And he was hidden with them in the house of  God for six years, while 

Athaliah reigned over the land.  (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Jehoiada prepares to make Joash king of  Judah

2Ch 23:1 In the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and made a 

covenant with the captains of  hundreds: Azariah the son of  Jeroham, 

Ishmael the son of  Jehohanan, Azariah the son of  Obed, Maaseiah the son 

of  Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of  Zichri.

2 And they went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the 

cities of  Judah, and the chief  fathers of  Israel, and they came to 

Jerusalem.

3 Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of  

God. And he said to them, "Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the 

LORD has said of  the sons of  David.” (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Jehoiada’s plan to anoint Joash king

2Ch 23:4 "This is what you shall do: One-third of  you entering on the 

Sabbath, of  the priests and the Levites, shall be keeping watch over the 

doors;

5 "one-third shall be at the king's house; and one-third at the Gate of  the 

Foundation. All the people shall be in the courts of  the house of  the 

LORD.

6 "But let no one come into the house of  the LORD except the priests 

and those of  the Levites who serve. They may go in, for they are holy; but 

all the people shall keep the watch of  the LORD.” (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Jehoiada’s plan put into action

2Ch 23:7 "And the Levites shall surround the king on all sides, every man 

with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes into the house, let him 

be put to death. You are to be with the king when he comes in and when 

he goes out."

8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest 

commanded. And each man took his men who were to be on duty on the 

Sabbath, with those who were going off  duty on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada

the priest had not dismissed the divisions. (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Joash anointed king of  Judah

2Ch 23:9 And Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of  hundreds the 

spears and the large and small shields which had belonged to King David, 

that were in the temple of  God.

10 Then he set all the people, every man with his weapon in his hand, 

from the right side of  the temple to the left side of  the temple, along by 

the altar and by the temple, all around the king.

11 And they brought out the king's son, put the crown on him, gave him 

the Testimony, and made him king. Then Jehoiada and his sons anointed 

him, and said, "Long live the king!" (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Athaliah meets the lawful king of  Judah

2Ch 23:12 Now when Athaliah heard the noise of  the people running and 

praising the king, she came to the people in the temple of  the LORD.

13 When she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar at the 

entrance; and the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king. All the 

people of  the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets, also the singers 

with musical instruments, and those who led in praise. So Athaliah tore 

her clothes and said, “Treason! Treason!” (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Athaliah slain

2Ch 23:14 And Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of  hundreds 

who were set over the army, and said to them, "Take her outside under 

guard, and slay with the sword whoever follows her." For the priest had 

said, "Do not kill her in the house of  the LORD."

15 So they seized her; and she went by way of  the entrance of  the Horse 

Gate into the king's house, and they killed her there. (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Covenant renewed – Temple of  Baal destroyed

2Ch 23:16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the people, 

and the king, that they should be the LORD'S people.

17 And all the people went to the temple of  Baal, and tore it down. They 

broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of  Baal 

before the altars.

18 Also Jehoiada appointed the oversight of  the house of  the LORD to 

the hand of  the priests, the Levites, whom David had assigned in the 

house of  the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of  the LORD, as it is 

written in the Law of  Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was 

established by David. (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Joash set on the throne

2Ch 23:19 And he set the gatekeepers at the gates of  the house of  the 

LORD, so that no one who was in any way unclean should enter.

20 Then he took the captains of  hundreds, the nobles, the governors of  

the people, and all the people of  the land, and brought the king down 

from the house of  the LORD; and they went through the Upper Gate to 

the king's house, and set the king on the throne of  the kingdom.

21 So all the people of  the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they 

had slain Athaliah with the sword. (NKJV)

NKJV - Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Divided Kingdom: Kings of  Judah

 Rehoboam – 17y

 Abijam (Abijah) – 3y

 Asa – 41y

 Jehoshaphat – 25y

 Jehoram (Joram) – 8y

 Ahaziah – 1y

 (Athaliah) – 6y

 Joash (Jehoash) – 40y

 Amaziah – 29y

 Uzziah (Azariah) – 52y

 Jotham – 16y

 Ahaz – 16y

 Hezekiah – 29y

 Manasseh – 55y

 Amon – 2y

 Josiah – 31y

 Jehoahaz (Shallum) – 3m

 Jehoiakim (Eliakim) – 11y

 Jehoiachin (Coniah, Jeconiah)-3m

 Zedekiah (Mattaniah) - 11y



Divided Kingdom: Kings of  Judah

 – 17y (evil)

 – 3y (evil)

 – 41y (good)

 – 25y (good)

 – 8y (evil)

 – 1y (evil)

 – 6y (evil)

 Joash (Jehoash) – 40y (evil)

 Amaziah – 29y (good)

 Uzziah (Azariah) – 52y (good)

 Jotham – 16y (good)

 Ahaz – 16y (evil)

 Hezekiah – 29y (good)

 Manasseh – 55y (evil)

 Amon – 2y (evil)

 Josiah – 31y (good)

 Jehoahaz (Shallum)– 3m (evil)

 Jehoiakim (Eliakim)– 11y (evil)

 Jehoiachin – 3m (evil)

◦ (Coniah, Jeconiah)

 Zedekiah – 11y (evil)



Divided Kingdom: Kings of  Israel

 Jeroboam – 22y

 Nadab - 2y

 Baasha – 24y

 Elah – 2y

 Zimri – 1w

 Omri – 12y

 Ahab – 22y

 Ahaziah – 2y

 Jehoram (Joram) – 12y

 Jehu – 28y

 Jehoahaz – 17y

 Joash (Jehoash) – 16y

 Jeroboam II – 41y

 Zechariah – 6m

 Shallum – 1m

 Menahem – 10y

 Pekahiah – 2y

 Pekah – 20y

 Hoshea – 9y


