I CORINTHIANS
Introduction and Overview of the Epistle
The city of Corinth is built on a narrow strip of land called the Isthmus of Corinth.  There are two sea ports near the city, one, Cenchrea on the Aegean sea to the east and Lechaeum, located on the Ionian Sea to the west.  The Isthmus is only about 10 miles wide at the point where the city is located. Many of the ships which were plying trade between the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea and Rome and places west would transfer their cargo at one of these seaports and not risk the passage around the southern end of Greece.  As a consequence the area was one with very high traffic and a lot of people. 
Corinth contained the temple to the Greek goddess Aphrodite or the Roman counterpart, Venus where as many as 1,000 sacred prostitutes attracted “worshippers” from all over Greece.  The environment was very wicked.  Paul first entered the city in approximately AD 52 while on his second missionary journey and he founded the church while on that visit.  

When Paul first entered the city of Corinth he joined himself with a couple, Priscilla and Aquila, Acts 18:2&3 who were tentmakers and he made his living laboring with them at this trade.  In Acts 18:8, Luke records for us that Crispus the ruler of the synagogue and many of the Corinthians "hearing believed and were baptized".  When Paul left the city of Corinth on this trip he went to Ephesus.  

The first letter to the Corinthians was written while Paul was at the city of Ephesus on his third missionary journey.  Toward the end of his time in Ephesus he wrote this letter as evidenced from I Corinthians 16:8-9.  Scholars place the writing of the first Corinthian letter from AD 55 at the earliest to AD 57 at the latest.  Paul had intended to remain at Ephesus until after Pentecost and then go back to Corinth.  However, Demetrius created such uproar that Paul left Ephesus and went to Troas.  In the meantime Titus had been sent to Corinth to learn the state of things there and, if possible, to settle the difficulties which threatened the church.  

The main theme of the letter is the cleansing of the church from the false conception of his ministry, intellectual pride, social evils and other disorders.  Paul wrote to the church to help them overcome the sin which Satan had engulfed them in and that threatened to destroy the Lord’s body in Corinth.  What he wrote was not only good advice, it was the word of the Lord (I Corinthians 14:37).  Because of the severity of the problems, the tone of the letter is one of urgency and anxiety.
Paul’s concern was for the well-being of the church, but more especially for the souls of those who, together, comprised that church.  His instructions were not only for those who were directly involved in the problems, but also to those who either condoned or allowed the actions of those responsible and thus gave latent approval through their inaction.

The inspired author Paul writes about spiritual truth in these letters, a subject which defies the human mind to exhaust.  No man, of his own ability, could write as Paul has written in all his letters.  These letters literally represent the outpouring of God’s own wisdom as He, through Paul, pours out His recommendations for real problems in real churches.
NOTE: Appropriate credit needs to be given for references and material used from Freed Bullington’s material, Guardian of Truth commentary by Willis, Gospel Advocate commentary by Lipscomb and general questions and design by John Gibson.

Be Perfectly Joined Together With No Divisions

I Corinthians 1
1. Read Acts 18:1-18. Also use other reference materials to gather some background materials on the city of Corinth.
a.
Helpful reference materials would include Freed Bullington’s material on 1 Corinthians; Go Tell the Good News (Bob and Sandra Waldron); commentaries; Bible dictionaries and atlases;  the Internet.
2. On which of Paul’s “missionary” journeys did he first preach in Corinth?

3. How long did he remain in Corinth the first time?

4. Where was Paul when he wrote 1 Corinthians?

5. How had Paul learned about the troubles in the church at Corinth?  1:10, 11; 7:1 

6. List the various problems facing the church at Corinth.
7. Write a one or two sentence summary of the contents of each chapter of 1 Corinthians.

8. How did Paul describe the recipients of his letter in 1:2?

9. Define the words saint and sanctified.

10. Define the words faithful and fellowship as they are used in 1:9.

11. What three expressions did Paul use to describe the unity he wanted the Corinthians to have?

12. Why was Paul glad that he had not baptized many of the Corinthians?

13. Thought question. How do you reconcile 1:14-17 with Acts 18:8?

14. To whom is the message (preaching, word) of the cross foolishness?

a. Don’t miss the connection between the first and second halves of this chapter. The Corinthian saints were forming factions around men and Paul sought to show that salvation was not by the power of men, but by an act of God that seemed to many to be foolishness.

15. What kind of sign did the Jews seek?

16. What kind of wisdom did the Gentiles seek?

17. The Corinthians were told to remember that not many _______________ according to the flesh, not many _______________, not many ______________, are called.

18. “He who glories (boasts), let him glory in the _____________________.”

True Wisdom Versus Carnal Pride

1 Corinthians 2, 3
1. Divisions were troubling the church at Corinth (1:10, 11) and chapters 2, 3 continue to deal with this problem.

a. Paul did not want the Corinthians’ faith to be in the _______________ of men. 
b. Paul wanted the Corinthians to be _________________ and not __________________. 
c. The Corinthians needed to understand that Paul and Apollos were simply _______________ through whom they had believed. 
d. God’s wrath would fall on anyone who defiled (destroyed) the ___________________. 
2. What kind of speech did Paul avoid when he first preached to the Corinthians?

3. What was the central message preached by Paul and why did he preach in that way?

4. At v. 6 Paul pauses to explain that while he did not use wisdom as the world would define it, his message actually reflected the most profound wisdom ever declared. The gospel is the revelation of God’s eternal wisdom.

5. Why had the rulers of this age (princes of this age) crucified the Lord of glory?

6. What does Paul mean by the “things which God has prepared for those who love Him?” 
7. From who had Paul and the other apostles received the words they spoke?

8. What does the word carnal mean?

9. What proof did Paul offer that the Corinthians were still carnal?

10. How did Paul want the Corinthians to view the work he and Apollos had done?
11. What is the one foundation for “God’s building?”

12. The Corinthians were the temple of God in which the _________________ of God dwelt.

13. What must one become if he wishes to be truly wise?  

14. List at least two ways these chapters should affect the way we live.
Paul’s Humble Service; Immorality in the Church

1 Corinthians 4, 5

1.
Ch. 4 continues Paul’s inspired attack on the carnal pride that was creating divisions among the 
Corinthian saints.

2.
What is a steward?

3.
Who was going to pass judgment on Paul’s stewardship?

4.
What did Paul want the Corinthians to avoid in 4:6, 7?

5.
Note: spectacle in 4:9 is from the Greek word theatron and is translated theater in Acts 19:29, 31.

6.
How did the world view the apostles at the time of Paul’s writing to the Corinthians?

7.
Read 4:7-13 carefully. Paul contrasts the humble status he and the other apostles have with the 
elevated status the Corinthians think they have.

8.
Who was the spiritual father of the Corinthian church? Did Paul violate the teachings of Matt. 23:9?
9.
What was Timothy going do when he arrived in Corinth?

10.
Paul could come to the Corinthians with a ______________, or in __________ and a spirit of 
________________.
11.
Why was Paul so shocked by the sexual immorality that was present within the church?

12.
How had the church at Corinth reacted to their brother’s immoral relationship with his father’s wife?

13.
What “bold” step had Paul taken even though he was not present at Corinth?

14.
To whom did Paul instruct the saints to deliver this man? Cf. 1 Timothy 1:18-20.

15.
When was the action in #14 to take place?

16.
What part of this man did Paul want to see destroyed? What part saved?

17.
What does a little leaven do? What is meant by leaven in this context?
18.
Thought question. In what way is Christ our Passover?

19.
What would Christians have to do if they refused to keep company with the fornicators (sexually 
immoral) of this world?


20.
What sins does Paul specify as requiring church action?

21.
For more on how a congregation should deal with sin in its midst see Matthew 18:15-17;                   
1 Thessalonians 5:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; 1 Timothy 5:17-22; Titus 3:9-11. 

The Unrighteous Will Not Inherit the Kingdom of God

1 Corinthians 6

1. A Christian with a matter against another Christian should take his case before the ______________.
2. How many times in this chapter did Paul ask, “Do you not know?” What do you think the question is intended to imply?

3. Saints will judge the __________________ and the _____________________.

4. Accepting _____________ would be better than going to _______________ with a brother.

5. How many times are brother and/or brethren used in the first eight verses?

6. List and define the ten sinners (sins) that cannot inherit the kingdom of God according to 6:9, 10.

7. Is this a complete list of the sins that will keep one out of heaven?  If not, why not?
8. What is meant by the terms washed, sanctified, and justified?

9. Note on 6:12-20. Some commentators view parts of 6:12, 13 as arguments some at Corinth were making to justify fornication.  In fact, the ESV puts “All things are lawful for me,” and “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food” in quotation marks indicating they were statements Paul was responding to.

10. Even if an action was lawful (permissible), Paul did not intend to allow it to do what to him?

11. For what purpose was the body made?

12. While sexual immorality is wrong for all men (6:9, 10), what makes it especially bad for a Christian? 
13. What do you think is meant by the distinction in v. 18 that some sins are outside the body, but sexual immorality is against one’s body?

14. The _______________ of a Christian is a temple of the _____________ ______________.

15. What price was paid for the Christian?

16. Thought questions:


a.
Why is sexual immorality so prevalent?


b.
What are some steps that can be taken to prevent it?


c.
List some other sins that are associated with and/or may lead to fornication.

Questions About Marriage

1 Corinthians 7
1. Ch. 7 begins with a reference to some things that the Corinthians had written to Paul. While it would be helpful if we could know exactly what they had written, based on Paul’s answers/responses we can reach some conclusions.

a. While some at Corinth were troubled by the works of the flesh (see ch. 5, 6), it seems that others were going in the opposite direction and arguing that celibacy was a holier state than marriage.

b. To a large extent, 1 Corinthians 7 seems to be an effort to defend marriage while recognizing there were some special circumstances that might make remaining unmarried advantageous.  

2. Marriage may help prevent what sin?

3. Under what circumstance was a couple permitted to deprive (defraud) one another?

4. Why was celibacy not for everyone?  7:7-9

5. Notice that vv. 10-16 are based on the teachings of the Lord. (Be sure to read Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18).

6. What is the first instruction given to the wife in 7:10? 
7. “But even if she does depart….” Could she do this without committing sin? (Assuming it was not for the one exception given in Matt. 19:9).

8. What instruction is the husband given in 7:11?

9. Notice carefully that 7:12-16 does not teach anything different from 7:10, 11, but simply shows how the Lord’s teaching applies to the specific case of a believer being married to an unbeliever.

10. Was it necessary for a saint to break up his/her marriage with an unbeliever in order to remain holy?

11. What should a brother or sister do if the unbelieving spouse refused to stay married?

12. 1 Cor. 7:17-24 is probably intended to illustrate Paul’s primary point about marriage.

a. While there was nothing inherently wrong with a slave becoming free or a Gentile becoming circumcised, no one had to change their economic or social status in order to become and remain a Christian.

b. In the same way, when one has his own wife or the wife her own husband (7:2), the holiness of Christianity does not require one to become unmarried or be celibate within the marriage.

13. “Circumcision is nothing and _______________ is nothing, but keeping the __________________ of God is what matters.”

14. When a slave became a Christian, he also became the Lord’s ___________________.

15. Note carefully 7:25, 26.  Though Jesus, while on earth, had not given a direct command on this subject as He did in 7:10, but this was still wisdom from God.

16. Note carefully the present distress of 7:26. Some of what is said in the next few verses would not fit every age and every circumstance.

17. Though marriage was not sinful, and in fact was honorable (Hebrews 13:4), why did Paul advise the Corinthians against it at that time?

18. The form (fashion) of this _________________ is passing away.

19. How were the concerns of a virgin different from those of a wife?

20. “A wife is bound by ______________ as long as her husband ________________.”

21. What restriction was placed on the remarriage of a widow?
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