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A Study In the Book of Revelation
Background: TC "Background:" \l 1 

AUTHOR TC "AUTHOR" \l 2 
The Author identifies himself in four places (1:1,4,9;22:8) as John.  In the first reference he also identifies himself as the one who "also bare witness of the Word of God" thereby identifying himself as the one who had written another document which gives rise to the identification between this writer and the Apostle who wrote the fourth gospel which also bears his name.  Questions have been raised concerning the author, whether it was the Apostle John, or a presbyter at Ephesus, or some unknown prophet named John.  The argument that there was another John at Ephesus came from a misunderstanding, by Dionysius, of something said by one Papias.  Papias said, he was "...eager to hear what the presbyters Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, James, John and Matthew said" he later said that he was interested in what "Aristion and the presbyter John are saying."  The occasion of this misunderstanding has been traced to the 231 - 264 AD period and attributed to Dionysius of Alexandria who was a pupil of Origen.  Dionysius was a strong opponent of those who taught that Christ would return to earth and reign here during the millennium.  Eusebus - 270 AD - adopted the same view Dionysius held that there was another John at Ephesus known simply as "John the presbyter".  Eusebus, too, was a strong opponent of the view of the millennium.

The preponderance of evidence supports the acceptance of the Apostle John as the author.  


TITLE TC "TITLE" \l 2 
The title, Revelation, indicates the function of the book to unveil, by symbols, signs, imagery and visions, the impending persecution facing the church and the outcome of the ensuing conflict between Christ and the powers of Satan as embodied in the worldly powers used by Satan.


DATE OF WRITING TC "DATE OF WRITING" \l 2 
Two dates have been suggested for the writing of the book.  The first is A.D. 69 which was shortly before the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and the Temple, and A.D. 96 which was several years after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.  The earlier date would have been during the reign of Nero Caesar and the later date would have placed the writing at the end of the reign of Domitian.  There are strong advocates for both dates.  However, the justification for the earlier date does not appear as compelling to this writer as do the reasons which are evident for the later date.  The internal warning of the book against pagan emperor worship, provides a very strong defense for the later date.  In addition, the persecution which occurred during the reign of Nero was more localized to the areas surrounding the city of Rome whereas the persecution during the days of Domitian was more generally empire wide in its scope.  Another point to argue in favor of the later date is the consistency with which the symbology of the book is used.  For example, one of the points of argument used by the proponents of the earlier date is the literal understanding of the figure of measuring the temple.  The proponents of the earlier date  use this to defend the argument that the temple was still standing at the time of the writing and therefore argue that the book had to have been written before the destruction of the temple which occurred in A.D. 70.  One of the things which the earlier date depends upon is the myth that Nero was going to be reincarnated and would reappear and carry out the persecution which he had started by the rumor which he started that the Christians had torched Rome.  Nero himself had started this rumor to counter the word that was generally accepted as truth that he had himself set the torch to the city of Rome.

All in all, the evidence, both internal and external, favor the later date for the writing of the book.


STYLE OF WRITING TC "STYLE OF WRITING" \l 2 
The style of writing used for the Book of Revelation is referred to as apocalyptic.  Simply put, this refers to the use of symbols to mask the central message from those who did not understand the meaning of the symbols.  At the same time the writer makes the message clear to those who understood the symbols used.  Revelation is one of four apocalyptic books in the Bible and the only one in the New Testament.  The other books, all in the Old Testament, include Ezekiel, Daniel and Zechariah.  As we study the book we will be going often to the apocalyptic books of the Old Testament as well as all of the Bible to see how the various symbols are used as we attempt to understand the message the people at the seven churches in Asia would have understood.  We must be careful to maintain consistency in our approach and not let ourselves switch from a literal to a symbolic meaning for the various figures and images which the writer uses. 

One of the problems with the categorization that this is apocalyptic literature is that generally scholars tend to lump all of the apocalyptic literature together and then analyze all of it as following the same style.  The problem with that in the case of the book  of Revelation and the 3 books in the Old Testament, is that God gave it and is it's author and He is not subject to the same rules and generalizations which fit the other books of this class.  The writer of the Revelation and the writers of the apocalyptic books in the Old Testament had the truth and was using signs and figures to mask it while the other writers were using signs and figures to attempt to project something of which they knew next to nothing.

The images and symbols used in the Old Testament books will be of great help in understanding the message of the Revelation.  In addition, the use of numbers in the other books of the Bible will help us to get a better understanding of the meaning of this book.  I will give a list of many of the numbers and figures which will be used in the book and representative meanings for these numbers.  I feel this will be a help as we go through our study of this most wonderful and interesting book.  The student should keep in mind, as should the teacher, that the numbers which are used in the book generally can not be mathematically manipulated.  By this I mean they are not numbers in the strictest sense of the word but are symbolic of something which the people to whom the book is directed could understand by the way they were used.  Don't try to add or subtract them!


METHODS OF INTERPRETATION TC "METHODS OF INTERPRETATION" \l 2 
There are basically five methods which have been used by men to interpret the book of Revelation.  These will be identified below along with a brief description of how each of these interpretations views the message of the book.

The Futurist view TC "The Futurist view" \l 3 .  This view is held by most of the people who believe in the various forms of the millennium doctrine.  This view holds that the first three chapters address the conditions in the churches in John's time and chapters 4-19 deal with the events which will immediately precede the second coming of Christ to the earth.

The Continuous Historical view TC "The Continuous Historical view" \l 3 .  This view holds that the book is a forecast of the church's history and fortunes from John's day until the second coming of Christ.  This view finds in the book the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church, Mohammedanism, the Reformation, and other historical events within the general church concept.  This view would have no message for the people of John's day.

The Philosophy of History view TC "The Philosophy of History view" \l 3 .  This view sees in the book symbols representing forces at work rather than specific historical events and persons which these symbols signify.  These forces are seen as moral and spiritual, good and bad, righteous and sinful, which are at war in a deadly conflict.  In this conflict, good is victorious over evil.  

The Preterist view TC "The Preterist view" \l 3 .  Holds that the book was written for the people of John's day and was fulfilled in that general period.  Some hold that it was written in the period before the fall of Jerusalem (AD 70) and was fulfilled in that event.  Others hold that it was written later and was fulfilled in the fall of the Roman Empire.  The Preterists generally fall into two categories, those who feel the book has little or no meaning for people of today and those who feel that it does have significant meaning for people of all time.

The Historical Background view TC "The Historical Background view" \l 3 .  The advocates of this view see in the Revelation a book written for the people of that day, set in a definite historical background and fulfilled in the events of the first two or three centuries.   These advocates differ from some preterists in that they see in this background and series of historical events and conflict a very definite message for all times.

The Approach for this Study TC "The Approach for this Study" \l 3 : We will take the view that the book must have had a message for the people of John's day. Otherwise the message is of little use for the people to whom it was addressed.  Interpretations of the various images and symbols will be tested against the meaning which they would have held for the people of that day.  In that sense, then, we will be using a modified Preterist approach with the stipulation that unless the book has a message for the people to whom it was written then we are probably wrong in our view of the message.  We will also take the view that the principles which relate to the message to the people of John's day will have application to us today.


THEME AND PURPOSE TC "THEME AND PURPOSE" \l 2 
The central theme of the book is war and conflict between the forces of good and evil with the ultimate victory of the forces of good.  A point needs to be made here in regard to this conflict.  This is  characteristic of the ideas of good and evil which will have its impact on not only this book but on any book or discussion or situation where these are the subject of discussion.  There can never be agreement between the two.  The people during John's day were going to experience first hand an intensity of conflict which will probably never be felt by any other group at any other time in all of time.

Since it is characteristic of man to try to visualize everything in a time sequence or "time line"  it probably should be pointed out here that the book we are considering does not necessarily fit itself to a time line type of analysis or study.  We will see that the separate visions of the book tend to cover what we might consider the time line from the days of John to the end of all time.  Many studies have taken just such a view and all I have read have come up with undecipherable situations.  We need to remember that to try to make each figure fit some event in time will not work.  Neither can we successfully understand the book if we take parts of it as literal and other parts of it as figurative.  We must remember that the visions John was shown by the angel of the Lord are visions which are intended to give us an impression but because of our own limitations and our own language limitations we can only guess at the ultimate end of the thing which is presented.  In guiding John in the visions which are presented we need to remember these visions literally cannot be literalized(?).  In some things John was even told to seal them up and not to write them down.  Whether this was because of the awful nature of the thing seen or whether man's ability to describe or understand just fell short we will not know unless God Himself chooses to make it known to us.

We will see the book presenting a sequence of visions which will tempt us to try to understand in a time frame.  It seems that a much better way to understand them is to consider each to be a slice or a view of the total conflict from conception to completion of the ongoing conflict between the forces of evil and the forces of God.  The finale of each scene is the magnificent view of the ultimate and sure victory of the forces of God over the forces of Satan.  No matter how we look at it, the outcome is always the same!  God will always win the victory and with Him will always be the faithful which have put their confidence in Him.  When we look at this book we must remember that it is not just another piece of apocalyptic literature.  Men who study religions tend to lump all religions together. Then they develop generalities and abstractions based on these analyses.  When men try to understand the truth in this manner they are doomed to fail.  The difference between the writings of the Bible and the writings of man is that in the Bible we have the truth.  The truth does not respond as the works of men do.  In this book we have a totally different situation in that we have truth, genuineness and reality.  The outcome is totally different.

Revelation is prophecy.  However, there are two kinds of prophecy.  First there is the direct or supreme kind which not only reveals the future but with it the divine realities of the present and the past as well.  This is the nature of the book of Revelation and the other apocalyptic books in the Bible.  The students of religion have attempted to analyze the apocalyptic books in the Bible, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah and Revelation in the same way they have attempted to analyze the true worship of God.  During the period some 200 - 150 BC there was a large body of so called apocalyptic literature developed.  These writers were trying to make some uninspired statement and keep it masked from the uninitiated of the time.  Many of the present day students of religion have attempted to lump all of these uninspired apocalyptic pieces of literature with the inspired books which are in the Bible and develop techniques for understanding all of them in the same way.  The problem is that the inspired books have the benefit of the inspiration of God which is the truth whereas the uninspired books do not benefit from  this feature.  This means that to understand the inspired books of apocalyptic literature then the other inspired scriptures must be used to help the student understand the message of the books.  The uninspired books cannot make a sensible contribution to the understanding of these inspired books. John wrote divine prophecy not divination.

The other kind of prophecy is called mediate prophecy which is that teaching or prophecy given to give understanding of those prophecies of the direct kind.  Prophets of the two different kinds include first the direct prophecy:  the prophets of the Old Testament, John the Baptist, Jesus and then the apostles of Jesus.  The second kind or the mediate prophets would include those who were given the ability to give understanding of those things spoken by the direct prophets and would have included all those who had received the gift of prophecy from the laying on of the hands of the apostles.  To think that there were numerous prophets of the direct kind during the days of the New Testament writing is to be wrong.  We do see some very few prophets such as Agabus (Acts 11:28; 21:10) or the daughters of Phillip (Acts 21:8,9) who were given the ability to see some minor event but cases of major prophecies just are not there.

Revelation is the act of revealing a mystery and the mystery so  revealed.  Revelation partially withdraws the veil giving us a partial look at a truth but the veil is not always completely withdrawn to reveal all details.  Consider Paul in 1 Cor 13:9, 12 and John as he begins to write what the seven thunders spoke in the book of Revelation.  Revelation is a book of promise and Judgment.  Promise for those who are faithful and seek after the will of God and of Judgment for Satan and those who follow after him.  Symbolism used in the book is designed to give us an impression while at the same time leaving the details obscured.  A literal translation is never the intent and would leave much still obscured.  Our minds simply are not capable of comprehending the magnitude of the entire matter which is being revealed.  From beginning to end Revelation is focused on the end.  The end being the eternal triumph of the force of Good, the foe being eliminated forever.  Revelation is not a drama. It is the prophecy of continuous triumph - absolute triumph is its end!

The message of the book is one of assurance of victory and triumph - the triumph of truth and righteousness for the saints who hold the truth, and the defeat and ultimate destruction of Satan along with his followers and helpers.

The book of Revelation is not built by blocks.  Ir seems to be built on the concept of a given truth and the theme of the book continues to expand upward and outward until the end is reached.  In seven different places Revelation reaches the end of the world: 6:12-17; 7:9-17; 11:18; 14:4-20; 16:17-21; 19:11-21; 20:7-15.  The end is already mentioned in two of the letters to the churches in Asia, 2:25 and 3:11.  As far as the writer sees, the visions from first to last, present lines or vistas.  These start at various points, but like radii or rays, all focus upon the final judgment and the eternal triumph.  Chapters 20 and 21 present the triumph in detail.  All history is covered but not in a time sequence as man would see it but as God would see it.  The veiling clouds open now and then to give us a glimpse and finally we are permitted to see the glorious Heavenly City.  We are not given to know the times and the seasons Acts 1:7 but we are given to know the surety of the ultimate triumph of God over evil.

The book is a series of visions which are given to John by the angel and these seem to be set apart by the Words "and I saw".  If we count the expressions "I turned to see..." 1:12 and "When I saw..." 1:17 then there are a total of 17 occurrences to indicate a new vision.  These are: 1:12; 1:17; 5:1; 8:2; 9:1; 10:1; 13:1; 15:2; 16:13; 17:3; 17:6; 19:19; twice in 20:4; 20:12 and 21:1.

Many have tried to defend that John waited to write down the things which he saw until he was able to return to Ephesus.  This does not seem to be the case at all.  The expression or command to "write" appears in 1:11; 1:19; 2:1; 2:8; 2:12; 2:18; 3:1; 3:7; and 3:14. The Holy Spirit seems to be indicating a strong urgency to get this message out to the people in a hurry.  It is likely that each of the seven churches received the entire letter at the same or near the same time and that they probably gave copies to other congregations around them.

The purpose of the book is to reveal through symbols the nature and character of the great conflict breaking forth between the forces of God and the forces of Satan as mentioned above.  God and His throne are in absolute control of His universe, and His Son, the Lamb and King, is carrying out His divine purpose to its ultimate and glorious end.  The book is designed to encourage Christians to be faithful in the face of all opposition and persecution, regardless of how terrible the onslaught might be.  Its message had a relevancy to the people of that day but by its very nature it offers assurance to the faithful of all times.  The book gives assurance that in every spiritual and moral conflict Christ gives victory to the steadfast in faith and life.

One key word of the book is overcome or conquer.  William Hendriksen in his book "More than Conquerors" stresses this aspect of the book and although there are many things about Hendriksen's book which I have difficulty with it is still a book which I can recommend for the many fine messages which he points out in the book of Revelation.

The book of Revelation seems to generally break into two major divisions.  The first encompassing the first 11 chapters seems to deal with Conflict and Judgment Within and Without the Church.  This section depicts the struggle among men - between believers and unbelievers.  The World attacks the Church.  The Church is avenged, protected and victorious.  The second major division, chapters 12-22 - The struggle on earth has a deeper background - It is the outward manifestation of the Devil's attack on the Man Child.  The Devil attacks the Christ; Repulsed, he directs all his fury against the church.  This section deals with War and Victory.  These two major sections of the book can be further subdivided according to the symbols and events which occur within the two major divisions. 

Re 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

Re 12:12 ¶ Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.

Re 12:13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.

Re 12:14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

Re 12:15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.

Re 12:16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.

 17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

An Analysis of Revelation 12
I have in my library a book entitled “The Literary Structure of the Old Testament”.  This book presents an analysis of the way the Old Testament was written. Using this structure as a guide line the Old Testament seems to be so much easier to grasp.  Saying that, I have used the same approach to analyze the book of Revelation. That being said let's look at the book of Revelation.

I prefer to begin studying the book with chapter 12.

The glorious woman. A great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: {wonder: or, sign}

Let's look at the figure we have before us.  In the first place,  this woman is introduced as a glorious woman. She is described as a 'great wonder.' We need to recognize that she is one of the chief or main figures in this vision which is unfolding before us. In contrast, the next figure, the great Red Dragon, is presented as 'another wonder in heaven', in other words a lesser figure than the woman. She is described as being clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.  It is hard to think of a more glowing introduction she could have received. This glorious woman is also described as giving birth to a 'man child' who is to rule all nations with a rod of iron and as having been caught up unto God and to his throne. So, who is this glorious woman who has been introduced in such a Royal manner by the God of heaven Himself?  Two names which have been associated with her are Mary the mother of Jesus and the other the Jewish people. I think that both  terms are partly right but not totally correct.  I think that the only term which adequately describes this woman  in this context is 'God's faithful people' throughout time. Before the 'man child' was caught up to heaven it was the faithful ones of the Jewish people, and before the Jews it would have been the faithful people of all mankind.  After the 'man child' was caught up to heaven it is God's faithful people in the 'church'. This identification of the 'glorious woman' as God's faithful people from the beginning of time until the end of time is sufficient evidence for me to say that the book of Revelation is given to provide hope to the people of John's day and to the people of our day until the end of time.

Now let's look at the next figure we see. The great Red Dragon,'another wonder' in heaven; 'and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.'Re 12:4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. We also see the great Red dragon and his angels in a conflict in heaven with Michael and his angles and the great Red Dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Now what does this all mean? Here we see the usage of the seven and the ten.  Seven in the Hebrew is indicative of a complete cycle. Remember the seven days of creation? Here we have a representation of the complete satanic wisdom and knowledge and with the crowns complete authority in that realm. Ten rounds out the figure as a representation of complete satanic power.

To round out this picture somewhat, the angels are the heavenly beings who have been influenced by Satan to join him in his attempt to overthrow God. In this conflict when Satan intended to destroy the 'man child' at birth, Satan lost.

Re 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

Job 1:9; 2:5; Zec 3:1; Re 11:15; 19:1

 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

There seems to be another part of this picture which we see in Re 20:1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,

 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.

 Re 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,

 Re 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.

 Re 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

 Re 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This [is] the first resurrection.

 Re 20:6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

 Re 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,

There is little doubt, that since the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, physical death is no longer the threat to mankind that it once was.  Satan has lost the power he once had over man. Is Satan now powerless? Absolutely not. We begin to see how Satan is able to maintain his power over man as we analyze the two beasts described in Chapter 13 and following.

The man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. There is little or no doubt that this is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

The woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. It is easy to understand from this symbol that from the beginning of the age, which began with the crucifiction, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, God has nurtured His church.

war in heaven
prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. In keeping with the theme of Revelation, since the death of Christ there has been no place in heaven for any wickedness

 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Re 12:0 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

A general outline TC "A general outline" \l 1  which seems to provide a good way to break out the book for study is as follows:

I
Conflict and Judgment Within and Without the Church  1 - 11


Christ in the midst of the Seven Golden Lampstands.   Chapters 1 - 3


The Book with Seven Seals.  Chapters 4 -  7


The Seven Trumpets of Judgment.  Chapters 8 - 11

II
War and Victory  Chapters 12 - 22


The Woman and the Man-Child persecuted by the Dragon and his Helpers (the Beast and the Harlot).  Chapters 12 -14


The Seven Bowls of Wrath.  Chapters 15 - 16


The Fall of the Great Harlot and of the Beasts.  Chapters 17 - 19


The Judgment upon the Dragon (Satan) followed by the new Heaven and Earth, New Jerusalem.   Chapters 20 - 22

This is the outline which is used by Hendriksen.  I present it here simply to give the student a mechanism for remembering the things which we will study as we go through the book.  This dividing of the book does seem to follow a rather natural order in the book itself.  

As John received his vision or revelation, he seems to break each vision into separate scenes using the words or variations of "And ***I saw..." indicating that the scene was changing and that some new aspect of the vision was being introduced.  The student can find and mark these in his Bible as handy references for future study.  As Hendriksen points out, we have spent some effort to subdivide the book for our convenience, the book is ONE message of comfort and assurance to the people of God who were facing the most terrible persecution which the Church has ever faced.

The student may actually find the following outline a more natural way to deal with the book.

John's Vision of Christ  1:9-20

The Seven Letters to the Churches  Chapters 2 & 3


The Letter to the church at Ephesus  2:1-7

The Letter to the church at Smyrna  2:8-11

The Letter to the church at Pergamum  2:12-17

The Letter to the church at Thyatira  2:18-29

The Letter to the church at Sardis  3:1-6

The Letter to the church at Philadelphia  3:7-13

The Letter to the church at Laodicea  3:14-22

The Throne  Chapter 4

The Lamb and the Book  Chapter 5

The six seals  Chapter 6

The 144,000  Chapter 7

The Seventh seal and the First Four Trumpets  Chapter 8

The Fifth Trumpet and the First Woe  9:1-11

The Sixth Trumpet and the Second Woe  9:12-21

The Rainbow Angel and the Two Witnesses  10:1-11:13

The Rainbow Angel  Chapter 10

The Two Witnesses  Chapter 11:1-13

The Seventh Trumpet and the Last Woe  11:14-19

The Woman and the Dragon  Chapter 12

The two Beasts  Chapter 13

The First Beast  13:1-10

The Second Beast  13:11-18

Zion, Babylon, and the Sickles  Chapter 14

Mount Zion  14:1-5

Babylon  14:6-13

The Two Sickles  14:14-20

The Seven Bowls  Chapter 15 & 16

The Seven Angels with Seven Bowls  Chapter 15

The Seven Bowls emptied  Chapter 16

The Great Whore  17:1-19:10

The History of the Great Whore  Chapter 17

The Glory of the Great Whore and the lament over her fall  Chapter 18

The Doxology to God for her judgment  19:1-10

The Battle  The End of the two Beasts  19:11-21

The Thousand Years  Chapter 20

What Happened at the Beginning of the one thousand years?

What Happens during the one thousand Years?  20:4-6

What happens at the end of the one thousand years; the Battle?  20:7-10

What happens at the end of the one thousand years; the Judgment?  20:11-15

The New Heaven and the New Earth  21:1-8

The Bride of the Lamb, The Holy City Jerusalem  21:9-22:5

The Certification of the Message  Chapter 22

God's Attestation  22:6-15

Jesus' Attestation  22:16-19

John is dismissed  22:20

John's farewell greeting  22:21


SYMBOLOGY AND NUMEROLOGY IN THE BOOK TC "SYMBOLOGY AND NUMEROLOGY IN THE BOOK" \l 1 
Trumpets  Warnings sounded

Bowls  Judgments poured out

Seals  Hidden, Authority required to open, Authority to withhold

Books  Message

Sea  Society

Earth  Peoples, nations

White Purity, righteousness, holy, heavenly, Victory

Red  war, slaughter, bloodshed, persecution

Black  grief, mourning, persecution, depression, economic hardship 

Pale death, disease, pestilence

Two:  Two are stronger than one,  hence strength, to confirm, to redouble strength and energy.  The minimum number of witnesses to establish any legal point, to bring charges against one or to settle disputes.

Three:  The perfect Divine number.  The idea of the divine.  The Trinity, The Father, The Son, the Holy Spirit.  

Three and one half:   Seven divided by two gave the number three and one half which symbolized the imperfect, restless longings not yet fulfilled, aspirations unrealized.  A broken holy number - A broken 7.

Four:  The perfect world number.  The thought of the cosmic.  The four winds, four corners, four directions.  The world in which men lived and worked and died.  That which was created.

Five:  Half of 10 the perfect number -  a broken perfect  The idea of relative smallness.

Six:  The number which serves to limit and to issue in the seventh, the perfect number.  A very sinister number for the Jew.  It had perfection within its grasp yet failed.  The charge which met defeat with success just within its grasp.  The stroke of doom within itself.  Having the ability to be great but never measuring up.  Failure.  Similar to the number 13 to us today.

Seven:  The holy number.  The perfect world number - four, added to the perfect divine number - three gave seven expressing completeness through the union of earth and heaven.  The expression of the highest power, the greatest conceivable fulness of force.

Ten:  The symbol for completeness.  The whole duty of man summed up in ten commandments.  The symbol of complete human government was symbolized by a beast with ten horns.  Symbol of natural perfection and completion in general.

Twelve:  The perfect world number - four, multiplied by the perfect divine number - three, produced the symbol of organized religion in the world - the world and man in intimate union with God.  The blending and indwelling of what is Divine with what is created.  The number of unity and completeness sanctioned by  Divine election especially  as applied to spiritual Israel.  Hence the twelve tribes, the twelve apostles, the twelve gates, etc.

One Thousand:  Ultimate completeness.  Ten to the 3rd power.

Lion:  Fierce

Bear:  Crushing power

Ox:  Brute force, stability

Man:  Wisdom, intelligence

Eyes:  Sight, vision

Horn:  Symbol of power.  Ten horns would then be symbolic of complete power over the nation.


A list of the Roman Rulers TC "A list of the Roman Rulers" \l 1  and their time of Rule is furnished

Tiberius,



 d. March 16, 37

Caligula (Cajus Caesar),  Mar 16, 37 to Jan 24, 41

Claudius,  


 Jan  24, 41 to Oct 13, 54

Nero,  



 Oct 13, 54 to June 9, 68

Galba, 



 d., Jan 15, 69

Otho, 



 d. Apr 16, 69

Vilellius, 


 d. Dec 21, 69

Vespasian proclaimed emperor in Alexandria, July 1, 69

Titus, 



 June 23, 79 to Sep 13, 81

Domitian, 


 Sep 13, 81 to Sep 18, 96

Nerva, 



 Sep 18, 96 to Jan 25, 98

Trajan, 



 Jan 25, 98 to Aug ?

Several reasons given for the antagonism directed against the Christians by the Romans. TC "Several reasons given for the antagonism directed against the Christians by the Romans." \l 1 
1.
Christianity was an illegal religion.  The Roman government tolerated the religions of conquered provinces.  They gave to the conquered people the right to place an image of their deity in the Hall of the Gods if they so desired.  So long as the religion did not try to proselyte, it was thus legal, but the Christian religion could not thus be bound.  Its very purpose is that of making Christians of other people.  For that reason it was outlawed.

2.
Christianity aspired to universality.  With the Romans the State was the main thing;  with the Christians the kingdom of God throughout the whole earth was the main thing.  Christians had no sympathy with the idea that religion was to be promoted only as an aid to the State.

3.
Christianity was an exclusive religion.  Its adherents refused to mingle freely with heathen social life and customs.  It was necessary for them to refuse intercourse with the pagan world because of the idolatrous practices in which the Romans engaged.  Their refusal to go to idol temples and their refusal to have idols in their homes caused them to be looked upon as enemies to the gods.

4.
They were accused of all manner of evil.  They were known to hold secret services at night, and they were observed to be very fond of one another.  When the Romans put these things all together, they decided the meetings were for gratification of lusts on a large scale and when they heard the Christians talk of "eating the flesh and drinking the blood" they were convinced the Christians were cannibals eating the offspring of their orgies.

5.
The Christians refused to go to war.  There were two reasons for this.  First a part of the oath  and initiation of the soldiers included service to the idols of the State and wearing idolatrous insignia  on their uniforms.  Second, Christ had taken their sword away from them and they were to be a peaceful people.

6.
Christians were recruited primarily from the poor and the outcast.  This caused Christianity to be looked down upon by those who regarded themselves as the "respectable".

7.
Christians shared with the Jews the contempt which the Romans held for this people; because of their unwillingness to compromise,  they were regarded as worse than the Jews.

8.
Christians were looked upon as wild fanatics because of their enthusiasm.  They shocked the sensibilities of the passive philosophers of the day.

9.
Christianity came in conflict with the temporal interest of many of the Romans - priests, makers, and vendors of sacrificial animals.

10.
Christians refused to worship the emperor.  If they had been content to worship the emperor as the chief deity of the empire they would have been tolerated.  They were unwilling to say that Caesar was a higher deity than Christ therefore they were unacceptable.  Therefore martyrdom and persecution became their lot.


OUTLINE FOR CHAPTER 1 TC "OUTLINE FOR CHAPTER 1" \l 1 
vs. 1-3
Introduction

vs. 4-6
Salutation and adoration

vs. 7
Announcement of Christ's second coming

vs. 8
Christ's self-designation

vs. 9-11
John's commission to write the book

vs. 12-16
The vision of the Son of Man

vs. 17-20
The effect of the vision on John and Christ's tender words of comfort and instruction


OUTLINE FOR CHAPTERS 2 & 3 TC "OUTLINE FOR CHAPTERS 2 & 3" \l 1 
Letters to the seven churches of Asia

Each letter includes:


Salutation


Christ's self designation


Commendation  - None in the letter to the Laodiceans


Condemnation - 
None in the letters to Smyrna and Philadelphia


Warning and Threat


Exhortation 1

Promise 1
Note 1
The order of these two is reversed in the last four letters
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LESSON 1 TC "LESSON 1" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION


CHAPTER 1 TC "CHAPTER 1" \l 3 
1.
Who is the originator of the Revelation?

2.
To whom was the Revelation given?

3.
What was the  purpose of the Revelation?

4.
How was it given to John?

5.
Of what did John bear record?

6.
Upon whom was a blessing pronounced?

7.
To whom did John specifically write?  Discuss the idea of the seven churches.

8.
From whom were grace and peace given?  Discuss the seven spirits.

9.
How is Jesus Christ described?  Discuss how we have been made kings and priests.

10.
At the time this is written Jesus had come to the earth, and had returned to heaven.  Evidently he is talking about the second coming in v.7.  Discuss how every eye shall see him and also how those who pierced him shall see him.

11.
Discuss the concept of Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending.  How could one be that which is, and that which was and that which is to come?

12.
Was there an urgency in the writing of the things which John saw?  Many scholars(?) have tried to say that John was in a sort of trance when he saw these things and was not physically or mentally able to write them down as he saw them.  Discuss.

13.
In v.12 we see one of the many expressions John has used to signify a new vision - "And I turned to see...".Describe the vision which he saw and discuss the significance of each element.

14.
Who did John fall down and worship?  Discuss what he was told to write and what the mystery was.
LESSON 2 TC "LESSON 2" \l 2 

 A STUDY IN REVELATION


CHAPTER 2 TC "CHAPTER 2" \l 3 
1.
Describe how the one speaking describes himself at the beginning of this letter to the Ephesian church.  Remember in Chapter 1:20 we were told the stars were the angels of the churches and the candlesticks were the churches.  The writer just commends them on several points.  Discuss the points upon which the church was commended and discuss a church which might exist today and display those same characteristics.  How do you feel it would be viewed today?

2.
What did the Lord have against this church?  Discuss what this means.  How would we be sensitive to such a thing today?  Would this be something easily detectable or is it something which would manifest itself over a long period of time and in very subtle ways?

3.
What is promised to "him that overcometh"?

4.
Now go back to the first of this letter and see if you can find any correlation between the way the writer describes himself and see if you can find any correlation between his self description and the things he finds right or wrong or in what he says he will do in the church at Ephesus.

5.
Describe the self description of the writer in this letter to the church at Thyatira.  Can you relate it to the things he had to say about the church?  Is there a correlation with His promise e.g. "to him that overcometh..."?

6.
Discuss the situation with the church at Pergamos.  How does the writer describe himself?  Any correlation with what he has to say about the church or the promise he makes to the hearer?

7.
At Pergamos the writer talks about Satan's seat.  What does this mean or short of that, what does it bring to mind?

8.
Two things are mentioned as being things which the writer dislikes.  What were they?

9.
Describe the thing Balaam did and why he should become a symbol of wickedness.

10.
Discuss the reward to be given to him that "overcometh".

11.
Discuss the self description used in addressing the church at Thyatira.  What did He like about them?  Dislike?  Who was Jezebel?  What did the Jezebel of the Old Testament bring to Israel?  What reward was the hearer to be given?

12.
How is the morning star to be called a reward?  What does it mean?  Notice here and in the letters to the remaining three churches the admonition to hear appears last dividing the churches into two groups of three then four.  A reason for this is not readily evident.
LESSON 3 TC "LESSON 3" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION


CHAPTER 3 TC "CHAPTER 3" \l 3 
1.
In the letters to the last three churches compare the self description with the things he says he will do.  After all have been compared review all and see if there are any strong points which come out.

2.
In the church at Sardis there is nothing good to be said.  In this letter also note that even the promise which was held out to the one who "overcomes" seems to be a minimum.  There were a few worthy souls even in Sardis and God was aware of them.  Discuss the difficulties of living a faithful life in a dead church.

3.
To the church of Philadelphia God had nothing bad to say.  However, in v.11 he does give them a caution, to hold fast and let no man take their crown.  Discuss.

4.
To the church of Laodicea, God could only express His disgust.  Nothing to praise - Nothing.  They were wealthy and felt no need of anything.  Discuss.  These people did not even have individuals which God could commend.  Even Sardis had that.  Discuss.

5.
Go back and take all seven churches and compare the self descriptions with what He says He will do.  Is He prepared to make good on His threats?

6.
Go back to the seven letters to the seven churches and see in how many he identified (positively) faithful members.

7.
Note:  Be Objective!  Go back and review the good things and the bad things said about each church.  Now name the ones you would be comfortable to worship with.

8.
Now go back and review all seven letters and see what he has to say about them and give your assessment as to what you think the general attitude of the congregation would be in each case.  Warm - Friendly - Cool/cold - Busy - concerned about learning and doing God's will - dead - just going through the motions of worship.

Note: You may use these descriptions or your own.  Where you feel more  than one is justified use them.

9.
If you were a member of each congregation, using His descriptions of what was going on in each, in which ones would you have been surprised at His message?

10.
Now with the various ways you have looked at each of the seven churches of Asia, come back to reality and: 1)  Pick out the church or churches which you feel relates most to Pepper Road.

11.
Would you, having looked at the seven letters feel comfortable composing a letter to the church at Pepper Road?  Could you point out the strong points and the weak points?  Could you identify things which need to be corrected?  Could you identify weak points which need to be strengthened?  Could you identify threats and obstacles to be overcome by each one trying to live in a way God would approve?  Are you contributing to the strength or to the weaknesses of the congregation?

What did Paul mean when in Eph 5:15 when he said "Walk circumspectly not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil."?
LESSON 4 TC "LESSON 4" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION


CHAPTER 4 TC "CHAPTER 4" \l 3 
The Throne Scene: TC "The Throne Scene:" \l 4 
This Chapter presents John with a panoramic view of heaven focused on the one with all Power and Authority in the entire universe.

1.
"After this I looked and behold..."  John is facing another Vision.  A door is opened in heaven!  John is going to be given the privilege of seeing directly in heaven!  But heaven is a spiritual realm and John is physical.  So what will John be able to see?  He is told he will be shown things which must be hereafter.  How can this be?

2.
What is the first figure John sees?  Before you get too pleased with your answer consider this - John is looking at Heaven - all of the figures he points out are there from the first.  The scene John sees has a lot more individual elements in it than just the central figure.  But John's first identification was of the "one on the throne".  How do you explain this?

3.
In describing the one on the throne (Note:  the throne should not be considered separate and apart from the one sitting on it.).  John uses the figure of a precious stone.  Jasper and Sardine.  Jasper is translated from a word in the original which means "crystal."  From this and the description here it seems likely that we would understand it as diamond.  Sardine or more properly Sardius translates clear red.  Around this figure was a rainbow with the appearance of an emerald.  The only terms I can bring to mind are magnificent - awe inspiring - breath taking - unreal - beyond words.  This central figure was what got John's attention out of all the elements in the scene.  Diamond - judgment; Carnelian - Majesty; Emerald - grace.

4.
Next come the 24 seats/thrones with the 24 elders.  A symbol! of what?  Hint:  they are clothed in white (the holiness of the elders and of the office) and on their heads crowns of gold royalty and glory of their office.  John seems drawn back to the central figure once again and he sees or hears lightnings, thunder and great noise which proceeds out of the throne.  What does this signify?  Could it be that the elders and the thrones they sit on signify delegated power placed in the hands of men selected by God himself?  These 24 elders seem to represent the 24 men which God has used to implement His Plan on the earth.  There are 12 from the Old Testament era and 12 from the New Testament era - all part of one plan.  Then could the lightnings, thunder and noises proceeding out of the throne signify direct power in the hand of the central figure alone?  A power which no man could ever control?

5.
The seven lamps of fire - the seven spirits of God.  The number seven signifies completeness - could the seven lamps then signify the light of God and the seven spirits the complete spirit of God or the Holy Spirit?  The power through which God makes His Will known to man throughout all time!

6.
The sea of Glass before the throne of God.  What is the symbol?  Hint:  go back and look at the articles associated with the old Jewish Tabernacle.  The laver in that scene was used for washing by the priests after butchering the sacrifices.  This one is crystal clear.  In Rev 15:2 the sea is mingled with fire and the conquerors stood on the sea.  Everything seems to point to perfect cleansing for those who come before God doing His will.

7.
The four beasts, living ones - faces lion - calf - man- eagle -  Agencies of God throughout the world for carrying out God's providence - the crystal sea.  The figures here are individualized, not combined as in the figure in the Old Testament.  The Lion - the Wilds; the bull - the fields; the man - the cities of earth; the eagle - the air and open spaces.  These figures are God's forces to carry out His will and bring about His providence throughout the world.  God's holiness is such as to make men holy by salvation or to cast them away forever in judgment.

8.
The four and twenty elders cast their crowns before the throne - they know and acknowledge that all the authority - majesty- power and light - all invested in their roles and their positions came from and belong to the one on the throne.
LESSON 5 TC "LESSON 5" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION


CHAPTER 5 TC "CHAPTER 5" \l 3 
The Book with the Seven Seals: TC "The Book with the Seven Seals:" \l 4 
1.
And I saw - the focus of the scene changes - John is still seeing things in heaven which affect all mankind throughout all time.

The book in the right hand of him that sat on the throne - discuss the significance of - the right hand - sitting on the throne - the book written within and on the back side - sealed with seven seals.  This book is the center of focus here - however, the significance of the book derives from its reference to the one on the throne.  Discuss.  This book is full - there are no empty pages or turns - even the back side is filled - It is complete and lacking nothing - there is nothing missing - there is nothing left out and yet to be written.

Not only this it is perfectly and completely sealed in the hand of (by the authority of) the one on the throne.  This is not the plan of salvation as some have supposed.  This book is still completely sealed.  The gospel plan of salvation has been preached now for almost seventy years.  I think that is represented by the little open book which is presented in the vision described in chapter 10.  This book is God's complete plan for mankind through out the interval we know as time.  John is being used to tell the church that God has a plan for all men and that his faithful people will be cared for and all men will get the rewards of their own actions in the end.

The full intent here is to focus John's full attention on the book in the hand of the one on the throne.

The angel reinforces this by his questions and the information supplied regarding the book.

The Lamb: TC "The Lamb:" \l 4 
John is so caught up in the significance of the scene that he begins to weep.  One of the elders comforts him and causes him to realize that this has become the mission of the Messiah - Note the terms of identification - The Lion of the tribe of Judah - The Root of David.  Look up passages in the scriptures which refer to Christ by these terms.

Note also that John is told that this one has prevailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof.

Note the position of this one - in the midst of the throne - Discuss.

Now John's attention is focused on this one who has prevailed - He is called a Lamb as one slain - the lamb has seven horns - complete power - seven eyes - complete sight - complete light - Seven spirits - completely filled with the Holy Spirit.  Note in the description the Spirit and the eyes seem to be one - Discuss Christ's promise to send the Comforter to the disciples.

Note now the reaction of those closest to the throne and the matter of the book - recognized their own role - offered up praise and prayers.

Note their song - He was worthy to take the book and open the seals thereof - Why?  He was slain and hast redeemed the singers to God by His blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation and hast made us unto our god kings and priests and we shall reign on the earth.

Then millions of angels in heaven took up the song - proclaiming the worthiness of the Lamb that was slain to receive power riches, wisdom, strength, honor glory and blessing.

Then every creature in heaven - on the earth - under the earth, in the sea - took up the chant

Then the four living ones and the elders fell down and worshiped him.
LESSON 6 TC "LESSON 6" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION


CHAPTER 6 TC "CHAPTER 6" \l 3 
The first six seals are opened - we should not try to place a significance on any certain historical event as each seal is opened.  We also need to understand that as each seal is opened John sees what is revealed in the book but not as a reading.  Each seal then tends to take us to the end with whatever is shown - In this sense then John is shown a vision each time a seal is opened and he vision shows something to the end.  Then the next seal also reveals some aspect again to the end, and so on to the end.  In other words we should not expect a series of things to historically follow each other in sequence.

We also need to realize that now as the seals are opened John records all that he saw in that vision.  He is not viewing one big jumbled scene.

In the scene in chapter 4 we saw the four beasts or living creatures.  If we understand them as God's earthly agents of His providence then it follows that as each beast announces the vision as each of he first four seals are opened we will expect John to see a vision representative of major things which begin to happen on the earth.

The first seal is opened TC "The first seal is opened" \l 4  and John sees a rider on a white horse - the heavenly color.  Some want to equate the rider on the white horse to Christ.  I don't think this would be a good interpretation because if you recall, the seals are on the book which the Lamb (Christ) has taken from the hand of Him on the throne and as He (the Lamb) opens each seal one of the four beasts (an instrument of God's providence on earth) calls out for the rider to Go.  The scene John sees will then represent the unfolding of some aspect of the message written in the book.  If Christ is opening the seals then it is highly unlikely that he would also be riding the white horse.  Then what do we assign to the meaning of the first rider and his horse?  The Word of God going forth as the Gospel to all mankind with the mission of conquering  the hearts of the believers to God.  His elements of armor are then suited to the mission for which he is being sent into the world. 

The second seal is opened TC "The second seal is opened" \l 4  and John sees a rider on a red horse.  Red has always been associated with warfare and the bloodshed which accompanies war.  But it is not the purpose of God's word to cause war.  However, God's Word as it accomplishes it's purpose does cause the advent of fiery judgments against the rebellious and unrighteous.  Wars brought on by just this type thing progress in intensity and frequency as the end nears.  Again his weapons are suited for the actions which they will be called upon to administer.

The third seal is opened TC "The third seal is opened" \l 4  and John sees a rider on a black horse.  Black has traditionally carried with it the idea of hardship, deprivation, oppression.  Greed and the consequences of it.  It is difficult to imagine the going forth of the True Word of God without certain undesirable consequences.  The picture here is one wherein the common man can just barely support his own needs as he goes about doing all he can.  Providing for others such as his own family is out of the question.  Food is there but the prices are out of reason.  Luxuries are there but they are out of the question.  This is not a famine of food but of justice.  The man who is the receiver of the injustice suffers and the perpetrator also suffers.  Economic injustice is rampant throughout the world.

The fourth seal is opened TC "The fourth seal is opened" \l 4  and John sees a rider on a pale horse.  Death - calamitous death.  Notice the collecting place for the victims.  Hell.  All of these riders are instruments of judgment against evil mankind.  Each has been dispatched by one of the living creatures near the throne.

An interesting side matter seems to have a significance here and may even help us to see what is going on here and maybe even understand it better.  The second law of thermodynamics says that any system left alone always progresses to a higher level of entropy.  In plain language this means that the system progresses to a higher level of disorder. The level of chaos becomes higher.  This law has been shown to apply to any system from an electronic system  to a language system to a social system.

To take this line of reasoning to the next level it also teaches us that if we go into a segment of a system and put in the energy necessary to lower the level of disorder or to bring about a higher level of order we do it at the expense of a great level of energy  and at the expense of an even higher level of disorder in the elements of the system which are left outside the affected element of the entire system.

Lets apply this to a social system.  Take the world society at the time when God began to set His plan in motion with mankind.  Take the Jew.  When God began to favor the Jew with His blessings and gave the Jew the Law to help the Jew to gain a higher level of order in his life and in his segment of society think about what began to happen in the rest of society as a direct result of what God was doing.  Consider what happened when the church was started after the day of Pentecost.  Disorder in the rest of the world social system increased.  In fact the disorder has become so high in recent times that the pressures on the Christian to remain faithful are extremely high.  The pressures outside the church for compliance with the social norms of the rest of society are overwhelming.  At the same time the social norms of society as a whole are becoming less well defined (more chaotic) and therefore at a higher level of disorder.

The opening of the fifth seal TC "The opening of the fifth seal" \l 4  -  Note the cry of the souls under the altar.  How Long....?  See Leviticus 4:7.  Under the Old Testament the blood of he sacrifice was to be poured out at the base of he altar.  These are martyrs who have given their very lives for the cause of Christ.  In response to their question they are told there are to be others.  God will avenge in His time and in His way - Their deaths have been an affront to the power - the authority - the very genuineness of God.

The opening of the sixth seal TC "The opening of the sixth seal" \l 4  - See Matt 24:29 and 2 Pet 3:10-12.  Here we get a glimpse of the end of the World.  since there is yet one seal to go the revelation is not yet complete.  Remember this is just one view of the end.  Many things John will see more than once.

No one will be able to stand at the end.  See Is 2:10, 19, 21; Hos 10:8; Luke 23:30; Mat 24:30,32; Lk 21:29
LESSON 7 TC "LESSON 7" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

CHAPTER 7 TC "CHAPTER 7" \l 3 
The 144,000: The Church Triumphant TC "The 144,000: The Church Triumphant" \l 4 :
This vision is not a part of the six seals nor a part of the seventh seal.  John is shown a view of he church on earth.  The end of the world is postponed until all the saved are sealed by the heavenly forces.  Those sealed are still on earth, sealed as God's own.  Do not look at this as a chronological event.  The whole New Testament era is condensed into one vision.

Starting in verse 9 we see the whole church, triumphant - all marks of the tribulation are removed - the triumphant ones are before the throne and the lamb singing.

The angels on the four corners of the earth are God's.  They are to permit no hurt to the earth until all of God's servants are properly sealed.

This angel (verse 2) again is not Christ - see the order given in verse 3.  To be one of God's servants is to have the seal.  This is the seal of ownership - see 2 Tim 2:19.  The 144,000; [3X4X3X4 X 10X10X10] the perfect and complete number.  These people are on earth and they have been sealed by God's messengers.  In this vision John did not see the people he only heard their number.  12 is the number of God's people and of God's word.  In 14:1 John says he saw the Lamb and the 144,000 and tells us what is written in their foreheads.  These are the sum total of the fruit of the gospel on the whole earth for all time.

The expression "Before the Lamb and the Throne" simply shows the heavenly relationship.  Do not try to expand the scene which we saw in chapter 4 to include the description given here.  Note the rejoicing of the multitude in verse 10 and the praise of the other of the heavenly host as seen in v. 11-12.

One of the elders - an instrument for the spread of God's Word on the earth.  Note the point he makes about the clothing with which these are arrayed, v.14.  The elder identifies the multitude John has been viewing since v.9.

V.17  compare the "living fountains of waters" with 22:1 a "river of water of life, clear as crystal".
LESSON 8 TC "LESSON 8" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

CHAPTER 8 TC "CHAPTER 8" \l 3 
The opening of the seventh seal TC "The opening of the seventh seal" \l 4  and the sounding of the first four trumpets.

In keeping with the theme of the seven seals and their holding of the plan of God for mankind we see in chapter 7 a break in the opening of the seals until God's people on earth could be sealed in their foreheads.

There is Silence in heaven TC "Silence in heaven" \l 5  for a half-hour.  The hushed silence in anticipation of what is coming next.  No sound is uttered, not even by any of the heavenly host.  The seventh seal represents the final opening of the book taken from the hand of him on the throne by the Lamb, the only one worthy.  None of the other seals have been welcomed in this manner.  If we consider the book to represent the entire plan of God for mankind as opened to man by the Son of God then the first six seals have not offered any total surprises to us.  Scripture itself has prepared us for what has come after the opening of each of the first six seals.  Not so here.

This seventh seal represents the ushering in of seven trumpets of judgment and the pouring out of the seven bowls of the wrath of God.  If we are on the right track in our study of this wonderful-terrible book then we should expect to at least get a better understanding of what is at the end for mankind both the servants of God and the man of sin as well.  Again remember, at the first we said that trumpets warn and bowls represent the pouring out of severe judgments.  In this case we are to see the final wrath of God to be poured out on rebellious and sinful mankind.

The incense added to the prayers of the saints as they come up before God.  What could be a more fitting picture, as we consider Christ himself sitting at the right hand of God making intercession for us, than to understand that if the prayers of the saints is represented by the smoke of the incense then the angel is pouring out the smoke of the golden altar itself the intercessory prayers of Christ himself.  His intercession for us magnifies many fold the prayer of the saint as it comes before the God of Heaven.  (See 5:8)  God's saints are never alone in their prayer to God!
Verses 6 - 12 we see the main vision begin with the sounding of the trumpets -

It is my contention that the effects of the trumpets are only on the men who did not receive God's mark in their foreheads.  It is also my understanding that these seven trumpets represent progressive severity in terms of the judgment brought upon those who deserved it.  These first four trumpets do not affect man himself in any direct way except for the third which made the waters bitter and therefore caused many to die.  Except for this these first four trumpets are presented as working their effects on man's environment and thereby affected man indirectly.

The first four trumpets TC "The first four trumpets" \l 5  represent miraculous judgments made upon man - they are supernatural - God's people are not affected in this part (see 9:20-21).  Look at each of these four trumpets and the consequence.  These are not natural in any way.  Look at the first trumpet - hail and fire mingled with blood - nothing natural about this!  Some have attempted to make this one deal with the livelihood of man through agriculture, the next through commerce the next through natural calamities etc. I think this is hardly the case.  Consider - this follows the opening of the seventh seal.  The plan is laid out and this is the end.  God's people have been sealed and these judgments are preceding the very end.  God's people are not affected because at the end of the sixth trumpet we see the identification of the men who have suffered all these things: 9:20,21; "The rest of the men who were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication nor of their thefts."  Also consider 8:13 where the pronouncement is to the inhabitants of the earth; a term usually used to refer to the sinful man.  These are not warnings nor judgments to God's people but a final chance, if you will, to the sinful giving them one last chance to repent see 9:20.  The end of all is in progress.

To what then do we attribute these first four trumpets?  How do they affect the wicked and leave the people of God alone?  First, do not attempt to find in the pictures anything of a natural phenomenon.  They are not the picture of some fierce army or some horde of natural locusts or any other thing of this type.  These four represent a progression from the simply terrible to the unimaginably awful.  The design of the vision is to give John (and us) a picture which is terrible in its indescribability.

It seems that we have to look to the religious side of these men of sin in order to find the nature of the warnings and judgments which are being heralded by these trumpets.  Why?  Again look at 9:20,21.  False religion  is a lie, a deception, a rebellion against God.  It leads man through false promises, it turns man against God, it denies the very existence of Christ and God.  It seems that in these first four trumpets and the last three we see as God attacks the man who follows false religion.  The progression is greater as the deception is greater.  The end for the man of sin who has denied the sovereignty of God is to be a terrible time on the earth.

In the first four trumpets we see the progression - the lie in even it's simplest form is unnatural it is deceit.  The second trumpet is worse not because it is the sea but because the sea has been added to the picture.  The third the bitterness of deceit especially the bitterness of the deceit of false religions.  The fourth, the climax of the lie and religious delusion is to lose all touch with the truth of God's word.  God's people are uniquely not affected by these judgments because they hold the truth and have rejected the lie and deceit and all forms of it's delusion.  See this delusion in it's climax in Amos 8:11,12 and in it's early form in Matthew 13:13-15.  The religious lie - deceit, delusion - complete loss of the truth of God.

Introduction to the fifth and sixth trumpets TC "Introduction to the fifth and sixth trumpets" \l 5 ; 8:13 .  Just as the judgments of the trumpets were introduced by a scene in heaven so again are the last three.

The eagle (angel) flies in mid heaven because his woes pertain to all the dwellers on the earth.  In Revelation the expression "dwellers on the earth" is regularly used to designate those people on the earth who reject the gospel and love the earth instead.  The eagle does not speak to these dwellers but to John so that John and we take his words to heart.
LESSON 9 TC "LESSON 9" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

CHAPTER 9 TC "CHAPTER 9" \l 3 
The fifth and sixth trumpets and the first and second woe TC "The fifth and sixth trumpets and the first and second woe" \l 4 
Understanding the seven trumpets has been one of the more difficult tasks for the student of the book of Revelation.

Since God had His people sealed before the opening of the last seal and before the beginning of the trumpets it seems clear that all the first six trumpets and maybe all seven are directed against the "dwellers on the earth", or evil men.

Based on the confusion which exists among scholars as they attempt to understand the imagery of each trumpet individually maybe we can garner some worthwhile truths by looking at the first six together.  Then we will attempt to extend to what follows.
First it seems that God has used the number seven to signify completeness - complete patterns.
Seven seals - which we probably should review at this time.

And with the opening of the seventh seal - -

Seven trumpets  -

And with the sounding of the seventh trumpet - 

Seven bowls (Vials) of the wrath of God -

And with the pouring out of the seventh bowl of the wrath of God we should expect to see the beginning of the end of everything.
As we saw the seven seals opened it was almost like something ended and a new scene portraying a deeper look at some of the things began.

The opening of the seventh seal seemed to usher in the end along with the many different things associated with the end.
Just before the seventh seal was opened we saw a "time out" called until all of God's people on the earth were sealed.  Then the seventh seal was opened and there was such tension in heaven that there was complete silence for half- an -hour.

Then before the sounding of the seven trumpets -

Now typically throughout the Bible the trumpet has been used to either call to assembly or to alert to eminent danger.  The trumpet sound was to get the attention of those who heard.

In the trumpets we have two groups - the first included four trumpets and the next three.  However, the last group could be broken into two and one with the final one issuing in the consequences of failing to heed the first six.  God's wrath follows the final trumpet and it too is progressive, in it's severity. 

Now as we prepare to examine trumpets five and six let us first go back and briefly examine trumpets one through four.

First - God's people have been sealed - they have nothing to fear from any of God's warnings other than to be faithful to God.

The trumpet produces consequences which are very unusual if not completely unnatural.  Fire and hail mingled with blood.  When cast upon the earth the consequence was burning - the earth, the trees, the grass.

Without trying to develop a scenario based on the stimulants or the consequence we still have a rather unusual situation.  

Now if we accept that God's sealed are not harmed or impacted by this we have to consider how it can impact the "dwellers on the earth".  It seems evident that this trumpet - warning – is against something held in the hearts/minds of the evil element of mankind.

Second - as it were a great mountain burning with fire is cast into the sea.  consider the consequences if this were to actually happen - an explosion of a magnitude rivaling all the explosions ever on earth all at the same time.  Tremendous clouds of steam and other debris - water boiling temperature for several impact diameters in all directions. - tsunami in all directions from the center of impact - destroying completely all coastal cities around the entire ocean.

What are the consequences pointed out in Revelation?  A third part of the sea became blood, a third part of the sea became blood and - a third part of all marine life died -  A third part of the ships on the sea were destroyed.  

Notice also that this is another warning - this adds to what has just been described in trumpet one.

Again consider how this could affect the evil men upon the earth and not God's people.

Third A great star fell from heaven - burning as a lamp - fell in a third part of the rivers and fountains of water - 1/3 of all waters became bitter - many men died because of the bitter water - mankind dies because of the bitter water - mankind is affected this time.

Again - how could this be?

Fourth - The sun and moon and stars smitten - darkness total for 1/3 of day and night as well -

Man would be affected but how the evil and not God's people?

This time maybe we have a clue which will help us.  The sun, moon and stars are the sources of light for mankind.  Light in scripture is truth - truth is from the Word of God.

Is God's Word being withheld from wicked men?  Is the truth being perverted such that it is only partial truth?  How does this affect evil mankind and not God's people?

As I suggested in lesson eight - man's world has been shaken - there is no stability left - there is no profit to his life any more - even the light of truth has been compromised.

The world of false religion is being shaken to the very core - but remember these four are still warnings to the wicked.

But wait – three woes are announced - now the situation is going to get bad -

The Fifth Trumpet: The First Woe TC "The Fifth Trumpet: The First Woe" \l 5  - specific instructions to the administrator - God's people are not to be touched!

This time the effects are specifically targeted at the men who have rejected God.

The shaft of the abyss is opened!   Who held the key?  God.

Great smoke boils out of the abyss - locusts come from the smoke and such locusts as you have never seen - again unnatural things.

The Sun and the air are darkened by the smoke -

Locusts came out of the smoke - but - they were commanded not to hurt any plant life but only the men who did not have the mark of God.  Again, another very unnatural sign and consequence.

These Locusts were to torment men - but could not kill them.  The torment would be so bad they would want to die - would even attempt to kill themselves but could not.

Everything about this sign was designed to torment these men who did not have the seal of God in their foreheads.

These instruments of torment had a king over them - Hebrew tongue Abaddon - in the Greek tongue - Apollyon.  This was a very directed effort designed to make the eaves of these people miserable.

The Sixth Trumpet: The Second Woe TC "The Sixth Trumpet: The Second Woe" \l 5  - The four angels of the Euphrates - could this be the angels in 7:1?  They had been preparing for a period of  time for their mission of slaying a 1/3 part of men.  Their instruments of death were the fire, smoke and brimstone issuing out of the mouths of the locusts coming from the smoke of the abyss.  9:20,21:  Here again this entire effort is directed against men who had rebelled against God.  With all which God had done to show these men the unprofitable nature of their ways they did not repent.

When we examine the list in 9:20,21 we see all the elements of false religion and humanism!

What John has seen here are the warnings God has given to men who reject Him and follow after gods and religion of their own design.  These symbols are not of specific events in history but comprise a scenario of the most horrible conditions which could be depicted which God will use in a last attempt to get wicked men to turn and accept  Him.  The message is in the unnatural nature and totally horrible depiction of the extent God will go to try to get men to turn from their evil ways.

This is not a series of individual warnings but a progression in severity as God's warnings become more and more directed.

Next we will hear as the seventh angel sounds his trumpet which will herald the beginning of the very end for all that oppose God.
LESSON 10 TC "LESSON 10" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

CHAPTER 10 TC "CHAPTER 10" \l 3 
The Angel with the Little Book: TC "The Angel with the Little Book:" \l 4 
This chapter and through v.13 of chapter 11 present a picture of the church as the six trumpets are sounding and helps us to understand the six trumpets.

This vision is introduced by what is described as a mighty angel.  His clothing, and the head adornment along with his physical features mark him as a heavenly figure.  As we look further at this imposing figure we see him take up a position with one foot on the sea and one on the earth.  He announces himself with a roar which is described as like a lion's roar.  He is answered by the seven thunders and as John begins to write, he is commanded not to write down the things which the seven thunders uttered.

John notes that the angel has a little book held in his hand.  The little book is open.

After the seven thunders have uttered the mighty angel raises his hand toward heaven and swore by Him that created all things that in the time when the seventh trumpet began to sound that time would be no more.  That the mystery of God which He had declared to his servants the prophets would be finished.

John is told to go to the angel and ask for the book.  He does and the angel gives it to him with the instruction that he eat it up.  He is further told that it will be sweet in his mouth but bitter in his belly.

What does this all mean?

Well, first the little book which is open in the angel's hand is the gospel plan of salvation for mankind.  Its message of salvation is sweet as it is proclaimed but for those who reject it is bitter.  The mission of this vision is worldwide as is indicated by the angel taking his position on the land and on the sea.  The oath the angel utters means that the message is to continue until the end of time and indicates that will occur during the time when  the seventh angel sounds indicating the sounding of the seventh trumpet.  What did the seven thunders utter?  We do not know and it was not given for us to know.  We also do not know what the angel uttered in his roar but the thunders were probably responding to him and John could understand what the thunders uttered because he was in the process of writing when the voice from heaven told him to seal up and not write what the thunders uttered.  Many "scholars" maintain that John wrote down what he saw in the visions some time later.  The statement here plainly says that the writing was almost simultaneous with the visions.

After John has eaten the book it has been sweet in his mouth and bitter in his belly as he has been told it would be he has been told that he must prophesy again before many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.  John's work is not finished but he will prophesy before all the world.

This vision is a unit.  Each element contributes to the overall understanding of what is being revealed.  The gospel message is from heaven and it is for all men over the whole earth and will be preached until the end of time as we know it. 

This vision clearly relates to the church and its mission which is to carry the gospel to the world.  We will study more of this in the next lesson which continues through verse 13 of chapter 11.

LESSON 11 TC "LESSON 11" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

CHAPTER 11 TC "CHAPTER 11" \l 3 
John told to Measure the Temple: TC "John told to Measure the Temple:" \l 4 
The first part of this chapter continues the section on the church as the first six trumpets were sounding.  Notice John does not introduce a new vision but continues with the description of the church itself.  In chapter 10 we saw as John was told that he was to prophesy again to many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.  The section we are just beginning to look at now shows the results of that prophesying.

In this part we start off with John being given a reed like a measuring rod.  The one giving it to John is not identified but as we consider what is done with it we are assured that it has ultimately come from the Father and the Son.  John is told to measure the temple and the altar and them  that worship therein.  He also is told to leave out that which is outside the temple because it is given unto the Gentiles and they shall tread the holy city under foot for forty and two months.  God's two witnesses would be empowered and should prophesy one thousand and two hundred and sixty days clothed in sackcloth.  These two witnesses are further described as the two olive trees and the two golden candlesticks which stand before the God of the earth.

What does this mean?  John has been given the little open book - the gospel of salvation - and has been told that he would prophesy before the whole earth.  Next he is given a reed and told to measure the sanctuary.  As John prophesies he measures the church with the standard which he has been given - the gospel.  All those who meet the standard for entrance and for staying there are included in the measure which John gives.  

Notice the Gentiles will tread under foot the holy city for forty two months.  This is the same period that the two witnesses will prophesy except that their work is described in days (1260 days).  Forty two months or 1260 days is 3 and ½ years.  The broken seven.  During the time determined by God nothing could stop the witnesses from doing their job.  This they did in sackcloth - in complete humility.  When the job was finished the beast from the bottomless pit ascended and killed them.  Their bodies were left in the street of the great city called Sodom and Egypt for 3 and ½ days - a short time but again a broken seven.  After the 3 and ½ days The Spirit of life from God was breathed into them and they came to life and were told to come up hither to heaven.
The Two Witnesses: TC "The Two Witnesses:" \l 4 
What/who are the two witnesses?  Well, first of all in the Old Testament and even in the New two witnesses were required to make anything legally binding and to establish a truth.  In Zechariah 4:3,11,12 we see this type of a picture given once before.  In Zech 4:13,14 the identification is given that these stood before the Lord.  Here in Revelation we see first these two prophesying, then we see them dead and lying in the street for a short time then we see them raised to life and invited to come up to heaven.

It seems that the one thing that we can say is that the two witnesses have established the truth of God before men - then after being slain - rendered ineffective – by the beast out of the bottomless pit - actually this could not be accomplished until they had finished their work.  Remember in Rev 10:7, John was told that in the days when the seventh angel began to sound the mystery of God would be finished as God had declared to his servants the prophets?  That seems to be exactly what we are seeing take place here.  The witnesses are the Church (Eph 3:10) By which will be made known the manifold wisdom of God and the Word of God which will be preached to the whole earth then the end.  As we see the witnesses lying slain in the street mankind no longer listens to the Word nor respects the holy church in it’s glory as God has given it yet it is still before them and they have to deal with it even though they do not respect it's authority.  Then they see God as He breaths life into His witnesses again and takes them back to Himself in Heaven.  Man has only been able to do what God Himself has permitted!!   Man has reached the situation described in the six trumpets where the lies of false religion of pride and materialism has become so oppressive and deceitful that it is a torment to mankind who has rejected God.

What is the great city which has been described as the holy city, Sodom and Egypt?  Well in verse 8 it is described as where our Lord was slain.  Jerusalem?  How could it be called Sodom and Egypt?  Who killed the Lord?  Religious leaders!  How then Sodom?  Sodom was long ago given the distinction of being the symbol of degraded mankind with it's homosexual corruption, perversion in the most degraded form.  Well then, how Egypt?  Egypt has been synonymous with oppression as it oppressed God's people for 400 years.  The picture then is of a world which has been lead by false religions into deeper and deeper perversions not only of God's plan but of His word itself and in doing this has imposed such an oppression on God's people until the end has been brought on by God Himself.  God has finally sent them the strong delusion that they might believe a lie and be damned that believe not the truth.

Even though man may render God's word ineffective through their own perverted minds they cannot destroy it and God will revive it and these very men will face it once more in final judgment.  In the end God will be glorified!!

Mankind being lead by the false religions of the world has finally reached the point where God has taken back His Word and man has no more opportunity to turn.  He has passed the point of no return!  The second woe has passed and now there only remains the third woe.

The Seventh Angel Sounds TC "The Seventh Angel Sounds" \l 4 .  What do we expect next?  The end is now starting.  Time as we have seen before will be no more.  The eternal reign of Christ is ready to begin.  There is rejoicing in Heaven as God has taken His great power and now reigns.  Wicked mankind will be dealt with as God Himself has already decreed and all who have come to love the Lord and to be obedient to His will are rewarded.

The temple in Heaven is opened and there are great lightnings and voices and thundering and an earthquake and great hail.  The end is announced with a great shaking in Heaven!!
LESSON 12 TC "LESSON 12" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

REVIEW: Chapters 1–11 TC "REVIEW: Chapters 1–11" \l 3 
LESSON 13 TC "LESSON 13" \l 2 

A STUDY IN REVELATION

REVIEW: Chapters 1–11 TC "REVIEW: Chapters 1–11" \l 3 


