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LESSON 1 TC "LESSON 1" \l 2 
The Woman and the Dragon TC "The Woman and the Dragon" \l 3 
Chapter 12 TC "Chapter 12" \l 3 
-The glorious woman appears in Heaven TC "The glorious woman appears in Heaven" \l 4  -

-11:15-19 shows us the relationship between this vision and the remaining visions.  The seventh trumpet places us at the final part of the revelation.  The preceding visions were individual revelations which pointed toward this final series of visions.

-Chapter 12 shows us the efforts made by Satan to destroy Christ beginning at his incarnation then failing at that point he continues until the end of the New Testament era to try to destroy the people of the church on earth.

-Further visions will show agents of Satan who help him in his efforts.  Namely the beast, the lamb-beast and finally the great whore.

-The woman first referred to as a "great wonder" in heaven; a great sign.  Her attire leaves no doubt about her heavenly approval.  Her condition leaves no doubt as to her mission.

-Could her appearance "in heaven" be anything other than what Paul is talking about in Ephesians 2 and 3:1-12?

-The woman is pregnant and cries in travail about to give birth - See Isaiah 26:17; Micah 5:23; John 16:21; Isaiah 64:1; and Luke 2:25-32.  The Old Testament is filled with the idea of Israel being in travail and crying out to God.

-Then another wonder appears in heaven.  A great red dragon TC "A great red dragon" \l 4  having seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns upon his heads.  This wonder is not called great as was the vision of the woman.

-This dragon is powerful.  Note he drew one-third of the stars (angels) of heaven down with him.  See Daniel 8:10, 24.  Daniel was clearly referring to Antiochas Epiphanes but it makes it clear that he had help.  Satan has been operating for a long time.  He has been before the glorious woman since her first appearance.  His objective is clear- to destroy the son she would bear!

-The woman's child, A man–child TC "The woman's child, A man–child" \l 4  - a son - is born and he is caught up to heaven.  The entire life of Christ on earth is comprehended in v.5.  From his very birth to his crucifixion Satan made his efforts to destroy him.  Satan did not succeed.

-After the son is caught up to heaven the woman remains on earth because God still has a mission for her here.  She is assisted in her flight into the wilderness to a place prepared for her - where she is nourished for 1260 days.  The same period referred to as 42 months and as 3 1/2 years or seasons.

-It is Christ who rules from heaven with a rod of iron - not the church!  She does not share in worldly grandeur here on earth but in lowliness and in want.

-Who will sustain her?  Not God directly - v.6 says "they" would sustain her.  Maybe through His Word through the prophets and Apostles?  Certainly it is his word which sustains all of us.

-The consequences of v.5 are shown in v.7-19 and v.13-17.  The song in v.10-12 explains the outcome and consequences of the battle shown in the other passages.

-The battle between Michael and Satan TC "The battle between Michael and Satan" \l 4  - see John 12:31ff.

-What does the defeat of Satan mean?  For God and his Christ, for us and the forces of God?  For those in heaven and for those on the earth.  v.12

-How did the defeat of Satan come about?  By the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony and they loved not their lives unto the death. (Discuss).

-The flood from the Dragon's mouth TC "The flood from the Dragon's mouth" \l 4  - lies - delusions  swallowed up by the earth - man is gullible to false religions. These are not heresies since they come directly from the Dragons mouth.

-Christ and his faithful followers are the victorious in the battle against Satan.

-The seed of the woman with whom the dragon makes war are those faithful who loved not their lives unto the death.

-The 42 months is the time from her escape to her place in the wilderness up to the beginning of the final judgment.

The great wonder in heaven - the glorious woman

S 
This woman is with child - This chapter then begins with the first promise of the child eg Gen 3:15

S 
It is clear in v.4 that the primary target of the dragon is the man child and his efforts begin at the birth and he is pictured as "before" the woman at the birth.

S 
The dragon, failing to destroy the man child, continues to persecute her till the end of her allotted time on the earth, see v.13,14.  Seeing the earth helps the woman the dragon turns to her seed, individual Christians.

S 
v.1
Did the woman appear in heaven? or did she appear (to those) in heaven?  As the heavenly host viewed this scene they could see the glory attendant to the man child and the glorious woman who gave him birth.  On earth the church is pictured as existing in humility and even Jesus himself was the very essence of humility as he lived on earth among men.  But to the host of heaven a truly wondrous thing is unfolding before them.

S 
The seven heads of the dragon appear to be an arrogant assumption of a relationship with man which clearly belongs to God Himself.  Not only this but on the 7 heads are 7 crowns (diadems) - symbols of royalty.  The 10 horns are the symbols of the complete power which the dragon has usurped over man.

S 
1/3 of the stars .... Satan is powerful - don't forget it or doubt it!

S 
The dragon stood before the woman .... to devour the man child -  This was a figure but at the same time it represented a situation which was very real.  Consider Herod; consider when the people became angry and would have thrown Jesus off a mountain.  Consider the crucifixion, Satan thought he had won, but this was the time when Jesus finally crushed his head (Gen 3:15,16)!

S 
The woman was carried to her place in the wilderness - which place was provided for her where she was nourished for a period of time - by them - the prophets and the word.

- 
The Jewish dream of a glorious reign on earth is just not here.  Neither is it here for the premilleniumist.

S 
The church's place is in the wilderness - in a place prepared - away from all pomp and grandeur - in humility serving God.
Lesson 2 TC "Lesson 2" \l 2 
Chapter 13 TC "Chapter 13" \l 3 
See 12:13-17 for the introduction to this chapter.  "And I stood"  more likely "and he (the dragon) stood".  John saw the vision and where he stood is immaterial.  It is material to the picture where the dragon stood - at the junction of the sea and the land from whence his two agents were to rise.

The Beast from the Sea TC "The Beast from the Sea" \l 4 :  The sea - and the land seem to be a symbol of "the whole earth" - all of mankind(?).  The sea does not fit well with the waters in 17:15 for there is no definition of the land given anywhere.  Any significance we might give to it would be pure conjecture which adds nothing to our understanding of the book.  What we can say is that both of these beasts arise from the lower regions and receive all their power and authority from the dragon (Satan).

S 
Although this is not the same beast as the four seen in Daniel 7 this beast has much the same characteristics.  Daniel's beasts were empires which rose up to punish God's people.  Here we see a composite beast brought up by Satan to implement his Satanic plan against God through the "dwellers on the earth". 

S 
The first beast has seven heads and ten horns and on his horns ten crowns.  In 12:3 the Dragon has seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads.  The numbers 7 and 10 are symbolic.  The 7 is the holy number signifying God (3) working with man(4).  This dragon and this beast are usurpers or counterfeiters - blasphemers.  The dragon had crowns on his heads - the devilish plans are his.  The beast has crowns on his horns - he has been given the power of Satan to perform his works on earth.

- 
The mortal wound to the beast came as the dragon failed in his plan to destroy the man child (12:5) and was banished to the earth where he was permitted by God to continue his devilish plans through the beast.

S 
In 13:5 "it was given unto him a mouth" this was done by Satan for the purpose of blasphemy against God, against His name, against his tabernacle and against them which dwell in heaven.

S 
In 13:7 it was given unto him (permitted by God) to make war with the saints, to overcome them and to have power over all kindreds and tongues and nations.  Satan overcomes the saints as he keeps them beaten down to a small insignificant number.  What can we say about this beast?  Well, first Satan has given this beast his (Satan's) power, his seat and great authority.  It is given to him to have power or authority over the men of the earth even to the extent that he is able to overcome the saints.  This sounds like the governments of the earth but yet, it also seems to be greater than this.  What about then, governments, the academic world, the arts, the entertainment world, the sciences, the industrial complex, etc.?  All of these can bring forces to bear to destroy the influence of God's word.  Notice also that this beast does not wear his crowns on his heads but on his horns.  His forte is his power over the people of the world.  

S 
The Beast from the Earth TC "The Beast from the Earth" \l 4 :  Now what about the second beast?  He comes up from the earth, he has two horns like a lamb.  He performs miracles to deceive men and causes them to worship an image of the first beast.  Does this sound like doctrines such as humanism, materialism, various forms of gnosticism, false or perverted religions?  This guy's job is to convert men to follow the first beast.  

S 
Finally The harlot TC "The harlot" \l 4 .  Where does she come from?  What is her nature?  In the first place, I don't know where she came from.  From her very name I am led to believe that there is some significance in the name she wears.  When we go back to the Old Testament we see Israel referred to in such terminology when God is talking about her following after the heathen religions and heathen gods.  Next, I find the name Babylon to be interesting because that is the very name associated with the captivity into which God sent the Jews because of their own whoredoms with the gods of the Canaanites.  Where did she come from?  I don't see Satan calling her up.  I don't see either of the beasts calling her up.  Could it be that she was a spontaneous creation coming from the two beasts?  Her name is certainly in keeping with the name used in the Old Testament to refer to oppressors of God's people.  Not only this, but at her end we see the first beast turn on her and begin to destroy her himself.  As long as she performed a useful purpose for his interests she was welcome but when she did not serve a useful purpose for him then he was ready to destroy her.  It seems that Babylon is the defacto empire composed of all the people who have agreed to worship the beast.

S 
Consider what it means to blaspheme God; his name; his tabernacle; those who dwell in heaven.

S 
When we consider the significance of "her place in the wilderness" as it referred to the place for the Glorious Woman in chapter 12 it seems to be: the wilderness - the world - mankind.   Her place - she (in the context there in chapter 12 she is the church) will forever be an insignificant group - never intended for greatness or popularity or prominence in the sight of the world - in fact her lot seems to be one of quiet humility, living as God would have her to live - no efforts to draw attention to herself or gain acceptance by the world.

S 
We need to be careful before we criticize God for permitting the dragon and the beast to persecute God's people.  We don't know God's mind nor are we in any position to give Him advice.  If God has permitted Satan's forces to persecute his people then we need only be prepared to endure whatever it might be but it is not proper to question God's wisdom!

S 
"The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" simply means that it has always been God's plan that the shed blood of His Son would provide for the salvation of the faithful "from the foundation of the world."  The very same desire would assure that the faithful have their names written in the Lamb's book of Life "from the foundation of the world."

S 
The names of the "dwellers on earth" are never written in the Lamb's Book of Life because they bow down before and worship the beast and his image and the dragon.

S 
The expression “He who goeth into captivity” - the man who shapes the course of his life in accordance with the "dwellers on earth" he shall go into captivity (to the beast).

S 
If anyone (“dwellers on the earth”) .....kill.....with the sword (of God's divine restitution) ..shall he be killed.

S 
v.11-18  The second beast - rather mundane - harmless appearing - but speaks as the beast (the first).  His mission is to keep the "dwellers on earth" doing obeisance to the first beast - caused them to build an image of the first beast and to fall down and worship it.  Caused the "dwellers on earth" to receive a mark before they could buy or sell.

S 
The number of the beast 666 - the number of man  "Here is wisdom"....It is a human number.  The holy number is 7....6 is the human number and no matter how many times you multiply it by the perfect number (10) it never comes any closer to being perfect.

6

6 X 10 = 60

6 X 10 X 10 = 600

S 
This could not be a single man because every man who worshipped the beast wore this number.  It was required to buy or sell - it signified ownership by the beast!  Go back and read 13:6-18.

S 
So what are these two beasts?  Some have tried to make the first beast unholy, anti Christian governments such as the Roman empire and then the second becomes the unholy false religion (emperor worship).  This limits the evil to governmental sources and a single false religion.

S 
It seems much more likely that these two beasts represent the composite of all evil, anti God forces in the entire world as they are brought to bear on God's people.  The first the whole anti Christian world power in the whole world of the New Testament era.  The second the whole of anti Christian propaganda in the whole world of the New Testament era.
S 
The 42 months again represent the time from the defeat of Satan till the end.  See chapter 12.  42 months = 3 years and six months - or time, times and half time or 42 X 30 or 1260. It’s significance in symbology – a broken 7. An incomplete period.  God determines it’s end!

S 
Upon the sand of the sea - John or the dragon?  The dragon.

S 
Sea and earth - all of creation.  Not society – just scope.  Seven heads - posing as god to man!  Ten horns - complete power in the affairs of men - referred to as the prince of the powers of the air - discuss.

S 
Crowns on horns - symbolic of power – contrast with the dragon - crowns on his heads – symbolic of earthly or evil authority, the seven an assumed royalty.

S 
Name of blasphemy on his heads - Discuss - science, arts, governments, literature, entertainment, etc.

S 
Characteristics - leopard (swiftness), feet like  bear (crushing power), mouth like lion (fierce).

S 
See Daniel 7 - here the order is reversed - and combined into one. In Daniel the reference to the abomination of desolation - Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14; Luke 16:15.  In Daniel the reference was to Antiochus Epiphanes’ - little hour.

S 
The Dragon (reference to the Great Red Dragon of chapter 12) gave to the first beast (the beast from the sea) his (the dragon's) power and his seat and great authority.  The beast was to be Satan's proxy or his operational arm, on earth for the entire Christian era.  

S 
One of his heads wounded as unto death - don't go literal on the number of heads.  This was the death knell to the beast - see Gen 3:14,15 and Rev 12:10-13.  If we look at 12:10–12 we are almost forced to come to the conclusion that this is referring to the things which were accomplished in the death and resurrection of the Son of God which resulted in the casting down of the accuser of the brethren.

S 
Satan's power has been greatly curtailed - however - God permits Satan to continue functioning in this reduced state.

S 
Notice the attitude of the "world" toward the revived beast - they worshiped the dragon and the beast to which the dragon had given power.

S 
Notice the power given to the beast - a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies and power (permission?) to continue 42 months - see 11:2,7; and 12:14  i.e. until the time of the end.

S 
The beast blasphemed God, His name, His tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven!

S 
Given - permitted - to make war with the saints

S 
Roman empire?  No - it was far too short lived - but during it's time, yes it was a manifestation of the beast.

S 
Given to make war with the saints and to overcome them - God permits it - Why?  We may not understand - but it is God's plan and to His ultimate end.  It is really not proper for us to question His will!  This beast is also given - permitted - to rule over all the "dwellers on the earth" - those whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb.  

S 
If any man have an ear -- see 2:7,11,17,29 and 3:6,13,22.

S 
Goes into captivity - chooses to follow the beast - he shall go ...

Who or what is the first beast?
1 - He is given power and authority by Satan

2 - His crowns are on his horns - power is his forte

3 - He rules over the unbelievers

4 - He persecutes and suppresses the saints

5 - He begins with the flight of the woman into her place

6 - He continues until the time of the end.

7 - He is a personification of something

This beast is the personification of all the anti-Christian powers in the world for all the "Christian dispensation" up to the time of the end.
Who or what is the second beast -
A deceiver - he has two horns like a lamb the voice of a dragon (Satan) - he exercises all the power of the first beast (given to him by Satan).  He is another agent of Satan.  He causes all the dwellers on the earth to worship the first beast (worldly anti-Christian powers).
S 
This second beast performs signs and lying wonders -  He caused the "dwellers...." to make an image to the first beast and to worship it - deceives them.  He gave life to the image - caused all to receive a mark in their right hand or in their forehead -   they could neither buy nor sell without the mark - 

Who is the second beast?

1 - He is a personification

2 - He is a deceiver v.14

3 - He seduces the "dwellers..." to worship the first beast

4 - He is able to perform signs and wonders to accomplish the purpose of causing the "dwellers..." to worship the first beast

5 - He makes it impossible for the "dwellers..." to buy or sell without his mark

6 - He is called the "false prophet"  see 19:19 20

This second beast is the personification of all the anti Christian, anti God forces seducing mankind to give themselves to atheism, materialism, humanism, false religions of any and all kinds - all the seducing propaganda of the anti Christian world of the first beast.
S 
Is he the emperor worship of ancient Rome?  The papacy? The Catholic church?  No.  Each of these is far too limiting and for the most part too short lived.  In their time and in their locales, they were manifestations of the beast.

S 
This beast gets his power from the first beast and consequently from Satan and will continue with the first beast and the dragon up to the time of the end!

S 
Wisdom - consider the end of these beasts and of Satan - then consider the end of a life of service to God!

S 
The mark is the name of the beast - the number of the name of the beast

S 
666

S 
6  never the holy 7

S 
60  6 X 10  still not the holy 7

S 
600  6 X 10 X 10  still not the holy 7

S 
Latinus - Father of the Italian race?  No!

S 
Hitler - leader of the Aryan race?  No!

This is not any single individual man - this is far too limiting for this symbol.  Again this mark - this number is significant as long as the beast maintains his influence.  See again 12:13-17.
These two beasts and their number have influence over mankind for the entire duration of the Christian dispensation - up to the final end!
S 
These beasts are brought on the scene by Satan at the beginning of the Christian dispensation and continuing up to the beginning of the end.  They are Satan's agents for controlling men.  They are permitted by God according to His plan and will.  God uses His word in the mouth of His servants.  See Rom 1:16.  These two beasts operate as Satan's agents on the earth for the entire interval while Satan is bound.  See 20:1-3.

Lesson 3 TC "Lesson 3" \l 2 
Chapter 14 TC "Chapter 14" \l 3 
There are three visions in this chapter which are prelude and separated by four messages from four angels.

The First vision is of 144,000 on mount Zion TC "The First vision is of 144,000 on mount Zion" \l 4 .  They are now before the throne and sing a new song.  As they are described in v.4 these are just the opposite of those having the mark of the beast.  They are without fault before the throne.  They have been redeemed from the earth and are the firstfruits unto God.

The Second Vision – Three angels appear TC "The Second Vision – Three angels appear" \l 4  - the first having the everlasting gospel to preach to them who dwell on the earth.  His message is fear God!  The second angel announces the fall of Babylon, Babylon the great is fallen - Babylon is the great World city of those who have the mark of the beast.

The third angel appears - his message is that those who have received the mark of the beast are going to have to drink the wine of the wrath of God which is poured out full strength!  These will have no rest from their torment.

The Third Vision – We see two harvests. TC "The Third Vision – We see two harvests." \l 4 
The first Harvest.

This harvest is clearly those with the seal of God - the 144,000.  Note the description of the one doing the reaping.  See also Acts 1:9-11.

The person John sees on the cloud is the Lord!  These are the Lord's, the first fruits from the earth.  He has returned in the same manner in which the Spirit said he would in Acts 1.

The angel only transmits God's order to the Son, he is not giving instructions to the Lord.

The Lord has been given authority to execute judgment John 5:22,27.

The time has come - the harvest of the earth is ripe, v.15.

The second Harvest -

This time the harvesting is done by an angel and again the harvest is ripe.  This harvest is of those dwellers on the earth - the ones with the mark of the beast - those who rejected God's gospel.

By God's time and according to the iniquity of the dwellers on the earth - the harvest is called for.

This harvest is cast into the winepress of God's wrath.

Can anyone doubt that here again John has been carried, by vision, to the end?

The whole of Jerusalem

2 Kings 19:21; Psalms 48: 69:35; 133:3; Isaiah 1:8

Figuratively for the Jewish church.  Ps 126:1;129:5; Is 33:14; 34:8; 49:14; 52:8

For heaven Heb 12:22; Rev 14:1

144,000  see Rev 7:1-8.  They were on earth in Ch 7.  Here they are in heaven in 14:1

No one could learn the new song except the 144,000 "which were redeemed from the earth".

These are virgins - not defiled – not speaking of virgins as sexual — Heb 13:4 marriage is honorable -

They follow the Lamb

They were redeemed from among men

They are the first fruit unto God and the Lamb

In their mouth was no guile

They are without fault before the throne.

This is what is meant by the term they were virgins and had not defiled themselves with women.

14:6-7  The everlasting gospel - preached by an angel flying in mid heaven

Fear God

Give glory to Him

The hour of His judgment is come

Worship Him that made heaven and earth and the sea and the fountains of waters.

Another angel - Babylon is fallen - is fallen -

Who is Babylon?  14:8  

That great city - she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication (See 13:7-8 and 17:1-18 particularly v.15 and 17,18)

Is she the focus or personification of the entire population of the earth for the entire dispensation described as having the mark of the beast?

Babylon is symbolic of all the people who have oppressed and persecuted the Lord's people.  Look at the first beast 13:5-8, 14.

The first beast - the entire world forces/powers directed against God - for the entire dispensation -

The second beast the entire World anti Christian propaganda seducing men to follow after the first beast.
The two beasts have followers who have received the mark of the beast (see 13:16) and it is these who are the anti Christian empire over the whole world - for the entire dispensation - Babylon!

The third angel  Proclaiming the fate of those who worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in their forehead or in their hand -

Shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God which is poured out without mixture - full strength - without any dilution.

Tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb.

The smoke of their torment ascends up forever and forever.

They have no rest day nor night

Here is the patience of the saints - just the very thought of what awaits those who worship the beast should uphold the endurance of them who are faithful.

v.13 Blessed (see 1:3 and Matt 5:3)  the divine verdict - are those dead who die in the Lord -

They may rest from their labors

Their works do follow them

These belong to the 144,000

This blessedness belongs to the whole period!

v.14  The first harvest - The Lord -  see Acts 1:9-11

v.17  The harvest of the "dwellers on the earth."

1600 furlongs 4 X 4 X 10 X 10  this will be a terrible slaughter - not a literal distance but scope - terrible.

Lesson 4 TC "Lesson 4" \l 2 
Chapter 15 TC "Chapter 15" \l 3 
In this chapter John is prepared to witness the wrath of God poured out on the dragon, the two beasts and on those men who have the mark of the beast.

First John again sees, as it were, a sea of glass.  This time it is mingled with fire.  We said before this sea represents God's providence.  John sees those who had gotten victory over the beast and his image and over his mark and over the number of his name and they were standing on the sea of Glass.

Next we have the redeemed singing the song of Moses and of the Lamb.

Next John sees that the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven is open.  John sees coming out of the temple seven angels with the seven last plagues - they are given seven vials containing these last plagues.  John sees the temple fill with the smoke of God's glory.  No man was able to enter the Temple of God until the seven plagues were fulfilled.

Note:  The pouring out of the wrath of God upon the disbelievers is just as righteous and holy and just as the salvation of the faithful: they are worthy!
We saw two signs in 12:1,3.  Here is the third!

In chapter 14:6 we saw an angel flying in the midst of heaven - having the everlasting gospel to preach to them that "dwell on the earth."

We saw in the first part of chapter 14 the 144,000 standing with the Lamb on Mount Zion.  Verse 3 of the chapter tells us that these were the redeemed from the earth.

We conclude, therefore, that those who "dwell on the earth" in verse 6 must be those who have not been redeemed.  But we see God's gospel still going out to them.

Again in chapter 14:13 we see a blessing pronounced on those who "die in the Lord."

Then we saw the two harvests.  The first by the Lord taking His own unto himself.  The second by an angel and this second harvest is cast into the winepress of the Wrath of God outside the city.  Now it does not say who trod out the grapes in the winepress but is seems likely that it was the angels of God.  It does not seem that God would leave heaven for an odious task of this nature.  We feel confident that mount Zion in 14:1 is a reference to heaven and "the city" in v.20 of chapter 14 is another reference to heaven then this task takes place outside of heaven.  Where?  Is that important beyond what we have said?

Here in chapter 15 we see God's wrath ready to be poured out.  Seven angels with the seven last plagues..  God's wrath is complete!  If you have ever experienced a bad storm at sea, or a hurricane or a tornado or a volcanic eruption you can realize God has some terribly fierce mechanisms He can unleash at His will.

Seven (the divine 3 plus the earthly 4) symbolizes God's holy dealings with men!

If we consider the numbers here to indicate the complete wrath of God then when we remember the statement in 14:10 saying that God's wrath is to be poured out without mixture in the cup of His indignation we realize that what we are going to see is what God has in store for those who worship the beast.  In chapter 11:16,17, we hear the elders praising God because He has taken His great power and reigned.  We are also reminded of chapter 6:10,11, where the souls of the martyrs cry out to God -"How long...?" and we hear God's reply to them to rest "for a little season."  Now that season is ended before us!  In other words these who have continually rejected God are to receive all they have worked for.

Next we see the sea of glass, chapter 4:6, there it was clear as crystal, here it is mingled with fire and the ones who had gained the victory over the beast and over his image, and over his mark and over the number of his name standing on the sea of glass.  God, through His providence, upholds the faithful, but this same providence dishes out God's wrath to the wicked and rebellious.  The very same events can to the child of God be a reminder and a source of strength but to the rebellious and doubters it can be a source of further rebellion and blasphemy.

As the child of God looks at the two alternatives - either peace and blessedness beyond comprehension or eternal damnation and separation from God - how can he but choose to be patient and wait on God?  Remember Hab 2:20??  The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him."

The saints sing the song of Moses and the Lamb.  How both?  Both have delivered God's people from terrible oppression.  They also praise God saying "Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways thy King of saints.”
Yes! God's grace and mercy and His blessing poured out on the faithful are just and true; likewise His wrath poured out without mercy on the unfaithful and the disbeliever and rebellious are also just and true.
We might cringe at the severity which is possible toward the wicked.  Yet we must remember God is just as faithful to keep His promises to the wicked as He is to keep His promises to the faithful.

The angels who had/have the job of pouring out God's wrath on the "dwellers on the earth." come from the very center of the power of heaven - v.5,6.  No man could enter until these last plagues were fulfilled.

Lesson 5 TC "Lesson 5" \l 2 
Chapter 16 TC "Chapter 16" \l 3 
The wrath of God against the dwellers on the earth is full! TC "The wrath of God against the dwellers on the earth is full!" \l 4 
The seven bowls of His wrath are poured out in rapid succession. TC "succession." \l 4 
These as the seven trumpets are figures which cannot and must not be taken literally.

These are poured out on the dwellers on the earth who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his image.

It seems that the consequences of the bowls are cumulative and as they are progressively poured out the situation of the men on the earth becomes progressively worse.

These plagues seem to be divided 3 - 4, as we looked at first the seals then the seven trumpets they seemed to both be divided 4 - 3.  It is hard to understand the difference between the first two cases and this third.  One possible explanation could be that since this is God's final thrust so to speak, He may be using those things which deal with His relationship with man first.  The angel of the waters proclaims the righteousness of God because of His judgment.  These people have earned God's hottest wrath.

Finally as the Euphrates dries up it is as if God is inviting the anti Christian forces to gather for the final judgment.  The path has been cleared so to speak and they can proceed to the place of the final encounter.

The outcome is that the entire anti Christian power is destroyed and the great world city is given the cup of God's undiluted wrath to drink - she is totally destroyed - This we saw in 14:8- 11.  All is finished!!

Review the personification of the two beasts.

Go and pour out the seven bowls/vials - a command given to all the seven angels.  v.1

These are poured out in rapid succession and are cumulative.  See v.11 and then v.9.  In v.11 the first is still active while the fifth is poured on.  See verse 9 "these plagues" refer to all seven.

The rule still holds - either literal throughout or symbolic throughout!  Consider the text says they are "unclean spirits" v.13.

Also if these are literal and affect nature, as many claim, how is it that they, as v.2 says strike only " the human beings having the mark of the beast....etc."?  v.2 and also 14:10.

These plagues cannot be found in history - past or present - this is the best evidence of their nature.  They precede the final judgment - bring us to the very door but the final judgment is not one of the plagues or the summation of any number of them.

1.
The first plague TC "The first plague" \l 4  - (on the earth) - "And the first went...."  stated in the first - implied in all of them.

v.2 "and there fell" - "it became" described as bad, ugly, large and deep,  a mean thing - "wicked", viciously inflamed and severely painful.  Some have tried to make it small pox, it is much worse!  Remember this only affects those who have the mark of the beast.  Consider the fall of a society say the Roman Empire or Hitler's Germany or Russia or the British Empire of --- Who is most affected?  Really.  Who is only affected by this?

Remember - Those adoring the beast and of "Babylon" signify all the anti Christian multitudes of all "tribes and people and tongues and nations"  see 13:7,8,14 and 16.

In view of 13:17 could this be virulent sores in the whole social, economic, educational and political world where the anti Christian power rules?  This is the first, the lowest level and only one of the outbreaks of inner rottenness and foulness!

This is only the first of the festering sores to come out of the corruption of anti Christianity when the mighty hand of providence smites the followers of the beast.

2.
The second plague TC "The second plague" \l 4  (on the sea) - "the sea became blood" -The inward rottenness of the followers of the beast breaks out in virulent sores - in addition an ocean of putridity as of "blood of one dead" overwhelms them.  All anti Christianity is diseased and erupts in boils and ulcers that will not be eased or healed; it is death and envelops everything with the stench of rotting  blood.  But for those sealed of God see John 10:10b.

3.
The third plague TC "The third plague" \l 4  - (upon sources of fresh water) - the third bowl is still worse!   Pure fresh water is absolutely essential to the life of man.  What can we think of as being absolutely essential to the life of a society?  Good common sense, knowledge, wisdom?  What happens when the family is corrupted - what about the children?  What about the business/economic sector when all reason is lost?  What about the entire society when the very political system is corrupted?  What are the consequences of a corrupted educational system?

This third angel is "the angel of the waters."  This angel proclaims the righteousness of God for this judgment.  This is sanctioned by a voice form the throne, another angel.  See v.5-7.  What is the life of the saints?  God's word! What has the anti Christian society done to God's word?  Educationally?  Politically?  Scientifically?  Socially?

Two witnesses bear this testimony - the angel of the waters and the (angel from the) altar.  See also 14:18

What about the followers of the Lamb?  See Ps 46:4; 87:7; Is 49:10; Ps 23:1-3.

4.
The fourth plague TC "The fourth plague" \l 4  (upon the sun) - It seems that this fourth bowl is the first of the second group instead of the fourth of the first group.  The original word for "upon...." is different for this one and is in keeping with the last three.

This plague is strange for one reason - here the sun is not darkened as in 8:12 but is intensified.

Just as in the last plague one of the essentials of life for a social, economic system is "pure water" so is a "comfortable" work environment".  Now to compound all the other problems this is made unbearable.  I am reminded of the passage "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers."

These people never once thought of repenting and turning to God but rather blasphemed His name.  v.9.

5.
The fifth  TC "The fifth " \l 4 plague - (upon the seat of the beast) - the "throne" is the seat of power, rule and dominion.  In 13:2 the dragon, Satan, gave this to the beast.  This throne is set up in complete opposition to the throne of God.  4:2.  Be sure to emphasize what the "throne of God" is to the Christian - to the anti Christian world this throne of the beast is all that to him!  See Ps 94:20,21.

Consider the chaos when all the authority, rule, power is corrupted.  God is now striking down the very seat of all authority and rule and power for the world of the "people of the earth."

Consider the chaos in the social/economic world when all the rules and power to enforce order goes out the window.  No longer can the way be seen.  See v.10.  Still these people did not repent but blasphemed God!   v.11

6.
The sixth plague TC "The sixth plague" \l 4  - (upon the river Euphrates - removing all obstacles to the final battle).  God is not finished!  The sixth angel pours out his bowl. v.12.

Review the symbolism in 9:13 for the Euphrates.  It is from here that the Assyrian and the Babylonians came when they took God's people captive during the end of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  God is clearing the way for the final assembly by the anti Christian forces for the final battle between the forces of evil (Satan) and the forces of good (the Lamb).

John saw "three unclean spirits" like "frogs" coming out of the mouth of the dragon (Satan - 12:9), of the wild beast (Satan's great anti Christian power - 13:1), and out of the mouth of the second beast (here called the false or pseudo prophet - 13:11).  Somehow (by the work of the unclean spirits) the anti Christian forces come together for the final battle, for the great battle, the day of the great one, of God Almighty.

The forces of evil consider this their day!  God Himself has smoothed the way for the event!  His "day, the great one" belongs to God.  This is the "day" foretold throughout scriptures.

The anti Christian forces see this day as their final triumph over the kingdom of the Lord.  They mock at all that is foretold regarding this day - 2 Peter 3:1-4.

v.15  This seems to be Christ speaking to His followers - urging them to be ready for His coming.

v.16  the "frogs" were successful - the hosts of evil are gathered - working together for the final battle.

The hosts (of evil) have assembled - nothing is said here about the host of the Lord!  The battle is not described at this time!

The Lord needs no way prepared for Him, he needs no agents to call His forces together - He is the Almighty!

Whatever Armageddon means or wherever it might be - John does not translate the word as in 9:11 - it would seem to be enough to just let it be the final battlefield against all the evil forces and their final and complete defeat.  To this it would seem we only need to add 19:11-21.

7.
The seventh plague TC "The seventh plague" \l 4  - (upon Babylon) - The seventh angel pours out his bowl - this is the fall of Babylon - which was summarily announced in 14:8.  This was the empire comprised of the people who have fallen prey to the efforts of Satan through the first and second beasts.  Babylon is no less than the entire anti Christian people during the entire Christian dispensation who have worshiped the beast or his image and received his mark in their hand or in their forehead.  These people are those who have denied the deity or the redeeming blood of the Lamb along with all those indifferent people.

Lesson 6 TC "Lesson 6" \l 2 
Chapter 17 TC "Chapter 17" \l 3 
The picture and History of the Great Harlot TC "The picture and History of the Great Harlot" \l 4 
We were introduced earlier to Babylon and told she had fallen.  Here we get a little history of her.  In this chapter she is referred to as Mystery - Babylon the Great - The Mother of Harlots and of the Abominations of the Earth.

As John is carried to a wilderness place he sees her sitting on a scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns.  Her garments are purple and scarlet - a mockery of royalty and purity - very much in contrast with the purity and glory of the glorious woman seen in chapter 12.

Let's review what we have seen so far since we started chapter 12.  There we were given a very quick glimpse of God's Plan for His people as it progressed to the end of the era.  We were introduced to the great Dragon (Satan) and shown his obsessive aim to destroy the Son of God.

Next we see the Dragon as he stands on the shore and calls up his helpers, first the beast from the sea and then the beast from the land.  In chapter 16 we heard this second beast referred to as the false prophet.

As we examined these two beasts - Satan's agents for executing his devilish plan among men and against the glorious woman the following seems to fit better than anything else - The first beast is the composite of all anti Christian powers in the whole earth for the rest of the age.  The second beast seems to be the agent for anti Christian propaganda again for the same time period.  Now as we introduce the Woman - we have to consider her role on Satan's team.  She is the seductress who seduces the world powers to follow the first beast eg the beast to whom Satan has given his power and authority.

Many commentaries fail badly on properly dealing with those here.  Many reputable commentaries identify the first beast as the Roman empire.  They then turn around and identify the second beast as emperor worship or the catholic church and the Harlot as either the papacy or some similar agent.  All of these present at least two problems.  First all are far too restrictive and narrow.  If we look at the time frame involved - from the ascension to the second coming - the Roman empire just is not there for the time this symbol is pertinent.  Therefore we see that to identify as a composite of all the anti Christian forces in the whole earth for all the New Testament era gives a much better fit with the details.  The second beast then is the composite of all the anti Christian propaganda efforts in the whole earth for the entire New Testament era.
As the woman is seen seated on the seven mountains (seven heads) many analysts leave the realm of symbols and try to go literal making Rome the seat of the woman.  We should remember that the scripture tells us the seven mountains are the seven heads of the scarlet beast which equates to the first beast.  This, then, when we consider what is further said about the woman, tells us that she is the composite of all the worshippers of the beast incorporating all the anti Christian seductive forces in the world during the New Testament era - all aligned with the first beast/the dragon.
The seven kings of which five are fallen, one is and one is yet to come - and the beast which is the eighth seem to have to do with evil schemes, thoughts plans, designs of Satan as he goes about in his efforts to destroy the glorious woman seen in chapter 12.

In verse 16 we see a strange thing taking place.  The ten horns turn on and begin to destroy the harlot.  Why would this happen?  As we ourselves can witness in the world of materialism, an area itself can literally devour those who work in it's development.

Remember we have seen the Dragon (Satan),  the first beast (all the anti Christian forces on the earth), the second beast (all the anti Christian lies) and the harlot (a pseudo empire comprised of all the worshippers of the beast exercising all the anti Christian seductive forces).  Next we will see each of these destroyed, beginning in reverse order of their appearance starting with the harlot.

The great whore

Chapter 17 - The history and picture of the Great Whore

Chapter 18 - The glory of the whore and the lament over her fall 

Chapter 19:1-10 - The doxology to God for her judgment

The Great whore - the anti Christian empire in her seductiveness!

v.1-6 - John is granted the sight of this woman.

v.7-18 - The angel explains - We should take a good look at this because it is essential to an understanding of what is said in way of explanation.

v.1 - The very sight of the whore raises questions with John - it is intended to do just that!

In 7:13 an elder gives a similar explanation to John.  In 21:9 we have the full counterpart to chapter 17 in the description of the Lamb's wife.

We first saw these seven angels come out of the sanctuary - here one of them talks to John - which one?  What difference does it make?

The language here indicates a friendly association of the angel with John - not just a deliverer of a message.

The angel will show John the great whore, the judgment on her - not just the action but the results, the verdict on her as it is carried out (v.14-17).  All that precedes this is essential for the verdict to be properly understood.

Note her description - "the whore to commit whoring - whoring of the whore" - (see also 14:8)  In Revelation she is never called "Adulteress"  she was never a bride or wife of the Lamb!  She has never been anything but a vile whore.

The waters - v.15 - always moving, surging, seldom at rest.  Sitting upon - symbolizes established rule - see 4:2.

v.2 - She is, indeed, the supreme whore.  The greatness - vast extent - is indicated by "and there were made drunk, those inhabiting the earth, from the wine of the passions of her whoring."  

Note in 14:8 "she gave to drink", and now "they were made drunk." Note the abomination of whoring is intensified by the abomination of becoming drunk, the climax of filthiness in both expressions yet both refer to the same thing!

Examine 3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8; 12:14; 17:8.

These are the "earth dwellers" whose whole heart and life are attached only to the earth, they have no love for heaven, and the land nor for the cleansing of his blood, nor for holiness.

In 13:8 "all those dwelling on the earth" are described as those whose names are not written in the Lamb's Book of life, as those who do obeisance to the beast, the anti Christian power.  In 13:14-18 they are the ones deceived by the second beast, the anti Christian propaganda (called the pseudo prophet in 16:13) , who carry the mark of the beast, namely his number (666), his name.

The multitude of them like "many waters" (13:7), "every tribe and people and tongue and nation"; "all the small and the great, the rich and the beggarly, and the free and the slave" (13:16); "peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues" (17:15).

Need we be surprised that the true believers constitute such a small flock and the anti Christian multitudes such a vast multitude?

Summary:
The first beast is all the anti Christian power. 13:1-10

The second beast is all the anti Christian propaganda (thus the pseudo prophet of 16:13)  13:11-18.

Babylon the Great is the anti Christian empire, either the whole empire as in 14:8 or the capital with many vasal kings and domains, as in 16:12-16.

The great whore is again Babylon the Great but now being pictured as the seductress clothed in all the anti Christian seductiveness as luring the "earth dwellers" to commit whoredom and to be made drunk with the wine of her whoring.

The kings of the earth (16:12,14) are not individual kings such as various Roman emperors or individual rulers in later times in individual kingdoms nor are these kings political and national kingdoms such as England, Italy, the U.S. or France with their presidents, prime ministers or dictators.

These "kings of the earth" who keep whoring with the great whore, who assemble with Babylon at Armageddon for the last great battle, who in the end hate and burn the whore (17:16) yet lament and bewail her judgment (18:9,10) - all these statements are involved in the concept "the kings of the earth" (of the whole inhabited earth - 16:14) are the various parts of the anti Christian empire.  They are called "kings" because rule in the many and various domains of the earth is referred to.  Call them what you will: governments, politics, commerce, education, art, manufacturing, labor, amusement, science, entertainment, business and finance, etc.  In each domain prominent leaders continue to appear.  These with the power they represent and the masses they sway are "the kings of the earth."

Everywhere on the earth these "kings" are infatuated with the great whore.  Her seduction carries all of them away.  They are drunk with the wine of her whoring, impervious to the Lamb's word and warnings.

The angel very well speaks of the history of the whore as having already been concluded; for God has already determined her conclusion.

The "earth dwellers" are the anti Christian multitudes throughout all of time.

In a sense Babylon, the whore, the kings of the earth, the earth dwellers are one and the same just as Jerusalem and her children in Mat 23:37 are the same.  Each designation, however, has its own significance so that all four can be placed side by side in these visions and can act together and upon each other as described.

v.3 - John viewed the whore from "a desert" not from her place of business, so to speak.

John viewed her as she sat on the beast - the one we saw in 13:1.  The woman, the anti-Christian seduction is connected with the whole anti-Christian power - she sits upon the beast; by her seduction to whoring she exercises the power of the beast.  She is dependent on the beast; the beast carries her.  The names of blasphemy are those of 13:1 as are also the heads and horns.  The color of the beast simply harmonizes with the vision of the woman, clothed in purple and scarlet.

v.4 - note the seductive description of the woman - "clothed with purple and scarlet, gold & precious stone and pearls".  The richest ornamentation - arrayed like the greatest and richest Queen in order to impress and allure.

The wine of her Whoring -"the cup full of abominations and the unclean things of her whoring - the gold of exquisite poetry and prose; in her literature the chased gold of her seductive science, the exquisite cup of her philosophy; the brilliance of her music and entertainment, etc. Go on with the list yourself.  The "earth dwellers" are never satisfied, these are not what are commonly called immoralities, the worst are the so called religions abominations the beast that carries the whore is full of "names of blasphemy."

v.5 - and on the forehead a name written: Mystery - Babylon the Great - the Mother of Whores and the Abominations of the earth."  See the 666 of 13:16-18 and the saints 7:3 and 9:4.

John is told what the Mystery is.  She is indeed Babylon the Great, that which has seduced God’s people to leave Him for the short term pleasures offered by the world and it’s marvels.  As we saw in 14:8 and 16:19, a great empire, a capital with a large number of vassal kings (16:12-16), but also "the Mother of the Whores and the Abominations of the earth," the Supreme anti Christian Seductress, all of whose daughters are whores, the mother of all the anti Christian Abominations of the earth.  The whores of which she is the mother are "the kings of the earth."  The "Abominations" she offers in her golden cup are her own product and are not obtained elsewhere.

v.6 - All the "earth dwellers" all of whom drink of the wine of whoring are said to be made drunk.  The woman does not remain sober but is said to be drunk with the blood of the saints and of the witnesses of Jesus (18:24).  In this connection remember the martyrs of 6:9-11.

Don't confuse this woman with the “glorious” one seen in 12:1.

The whole of anti Christianity and its seduction is much more than the papacy although the papacy is a small part of it.

In these visions there is no degenerate church - only the true - pure church and the anti Christian “Babylon the great”, the mother of the whores.

Note:  She is not called an adulteress, the church that is untrue to her husband - but a whore who never knew a husband of any kind!
v.7 - The angel has let John see the whore.  Now he asks John why he wonders.  Not in the sense of faulting John but as being ready to answer John's questions.

The whore and the beast belong together, without the power of anti Christianity, the seduction of anti Christianity would lose its world-wide appeal or effectiveness.

v.8 - This beast first seen in 13:1.  Notice how John describes this beast:  First - was - is not - is to come – out of the abyss and going into perdition (definition for hell).  In  the last part of the verse:  was - is not - and yet is -  In 13:3,12 we talked more about this beast.  We saw that the death and resurrection of Christ dealt a death blow to this beast.  Remember also Gen 3:15.

v.9 - 1  See also  13:18

v.10 - The numbers seven and ten are symbolical.  The seven heads of this beast - mountains - kings - appear to be the high, proud, imposing thoughts, plans, designs of the anti Christian power.  As seven they are pseudo holy.  They intend to replace the holy thoughts of God.  Consider Jesus' words in Mat 17:20. 

Seven kings - five fallen - one is - one is yet to come - Not Satan's will that any should fall - not a literal number - maybe a principal or dominating theme at anyone time -  Empire (Rome) - false religion (dark ages) - science - art - forms of government - entertainment -

v.11 the beast becomes the eighth - It would seem likely that the beast himself throws all his power behind the area which is making the most progress at any given time.  In warfare tactics it is common for a commander to throw his reserves behind the winning element of his front instead of the weaker or losing element.  A common tactic.

v.12 - 13   The ten horns - again not literal - indicates the full power of all the anti Christian forces at any time - used to keep all the relevant forces alive and ready to exert their full force behind whichever area is, again, making the most inroads -

v.14  See 16:14 - this battle is against the Lord.  In the final battle the Lord will prevail mightily - not Him and the called and elect and faithful - they will be there and will see the final efforts by Satan and his agents - but the Lord of lords and King of kings will conquer!

The lords and kings?  Certainly His servants but is it possible that in the final analysis He is also Lord and King even over these which go against Him  and fall?  See 12:5 - rule with a rod of iron - 

v.15 - And he says to me - who is talking?  - the angel - John's guide.  See also in 13:7 and 16.   Four classes - peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.

13:7 - kindreds (tribes and peoples) tongues and nations -

13:16 - small and great - rich and poor - free and bond -

v.16 - v.3 & 7 the beast carries the whore v.13 the ten horns give their power to the beast.  Now these same areas turn on the whore -

Finally these areas begin to devour  and destroy the very people upon which the force depends.

v.17  It is God himself who brings about this very destruction 

v.18 - that great city, Babylon, the multitudes of people who have the mark of the beast - who worship the beast - who wear his name and/or the number of his name.  The "dwellers on the earth" - those whose names are not written in the Lambs' book of life.  Those seduced by the world power.
Lesson 7 TC "Lesson 7" \l 2 
Chapter 18 TC "Chapter 18" \l 3 
The Destruction of Babylon the Great: TC "The Destruction of Babylon the Great:" \l 4 
The light of the glory of the angel with great authority fully reveals the destruction of the great harlot - Babylon.

Her destruction is not a minor thing - The angel cries in a strong voice - appropriate for the magnitude of what has happened.

In this next section vs. 4-19, we will see Babylon as she was before her fall and we hear the cry from heaven to "come out of her my people."  These voices are prophetic - speaking as if something is sure.

Babylon was generous in her rewards - she shall be rewarded with equal generosity.  The call for justice for Babylon rings with familiarity - see Jer 16:18; 50:15,29.  God does not cheat anyone!

Each of the dwellers on the earth who had been involved in the business of the anti-Christian seductress had brought his own "cargo".  Each bewailed the fact that now his "cargo" is worthless.

The final section v.20-24 heaven calls for rejoicing because the judgment is just and to her has been meted out everything she has deserved.

This chapter is in three parts:

I
An angel from heaven declares the fall of Babylon and gives the reason TC "An angel from heaven declares the fall of Babylon and gives the reason" \l 5  v.1 - 3

II
Another voice from heaven warns God's people to Get out from Babylon TC "Another voice from heaven warns God's people to Get out from Babylon" \l 5  V.4 - 19 

III
God's people told to rejoice TC "God's people told to rejoice" \l 5  v.20 - 24  

V. 1–3 The First Part of the Vision: TC "The First Part of the Vision:" \l 5   Jeremiah 51:61-64; 1 Peter 5:13 -  Remember Babylon is the whole anti Christian seductiveness - in all departments of human life for all the "earth dwellers" see in 17:2 and in 13:7, 8 & 16.  Babylon, we realize, is the people who "dwell on the earth", who have "received the mark of the beast" and constitute the empire of people dedicated to the service of Satan in whatever manner that service might fall – and we must remember, oppress God’s faithful.

Isaiah 34:13 and Rev 13:21, 22 - In chapter 14:8 we were first introduced to this empire and in chapter 17 we were shown her seductive nature.  In this chapter we see her magnificence and the extent of her influence over all aspects of the lives of the "dwellers on the earth".

v.3 - The fate of Babylon is just - consider her extensiveness and the myriad of ways she touches the lives of men.  Don't here become literal in interpreting them.

v.4 - The Second Part of the Vision TC "The Second Part of the Vision" \l 5  - this second voice from heaven brings a warning to God's own people to get themselves away from Babylon - Discuss.  It is absolutely possible for God's people to get caught up in this evil.  Discuss its application in John's time as well as in today's environment.

v.6 - Double unto her double....  Return unto her everything she deserves - See Is 61:7  return what she has earned.  Who?  God's people - v.4?  Probably not!  Possibly those described in 17:16.  Especially as we see in 17:17 where God has put it into their hearts to turn against her.

v.7 - The very measure of her exaltation is to be the measure of her abasement.

v.8 - Because of her proud boast suddenly shall her destruction come upon her.

Because of the worldwide seduction which affects all the "dwellers on the earth" - 3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8; 12:14; 17:8 - the anti Christian multitudes 13:16; - all are involved and affected by her fall!

If those in 17:16 are, in fact, those who will double unto Babylon double it seems to be somewhat of a paradox that they are the very ones who here lament over her fall.  But that seems to be somewhat the illogical nature of the life of sin.  The participant wails against the thing he is involved in yet wails if all of a sudden that very thing is taken from him.

v.9 - The "kings of the earth" - see 17:2, 12, 16 and 18:3.  This is symbolic of the many antichtistian powers and domains of the human life of the "earth dwellers" who are taken in by the whoredoms of the anti Christian seduction of the whore's whoring.

v.10 - The lament over the city - The "earth dwellers" had considered the city to be strong, invulnerable.  The delay has been long but God has worked all things out in His own time and according to His own plan.

v.11 - The extent of her magnificence touches peoples lives from all walks.  All who are involved with her from any aspect are impacted and that severely!  This extent is from the very basic to the luxurious, all come down.

v.20-24 - The Third Part of the Vision TC "The Third Part of the Vision" \l 5 
v.20 - Rev 12:12a is the antithesis to this.  God's people are given the instruction to rejoice.  This is in response to the things which have been done to and against them.  This instruction is to those in heaven.  For the saints on earth their time for rejoicing is not yet come.

God has judged - and according to how God's people have been treated - the worshipers of the beast have been judged!  This is not a legal matter - there is no court case.  The worshipers of the beast are receiving what is just and right - their dues!  God is Just in His dealings with them.

v.21 - A great millstone - a symbolic act - Babylon will never be restored!

v.22-24 - Babylon's doom  is described - In the things said of Babylon note the progression:

No more music -

No more crafts -

No more industry -

No more light -

No more intimate happiness -

She has deceived the nations -

She has slain the prophets and saints -

This will be no more!!
Lesson 8 TC "Lesson 8" \l 2 
Chapter 19 TC "Chapter 19" \l 3 
v.1-10  The statement or song of Praise God for His Judgment on the harlot TC "The statement or song of Praise God for His Judgment on the harlot" \l 4  - Babylon, the harlot, the anti Christian seductress covered in 17:1-19:10.

First we see the great multitude v.1.  

Next we see the 24 elders and the four living ones and the throne.

Then a voice out of the throne - v.5 our Father - this is from the multitude.

Then as the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings.

Blessings proclaimed on those called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.  The Groom has come to take his bride home.  Discuss.  We are those who have been called!

v.10  John's worship rejected by the messenger who identified himself as one of John's brethren.

V.11–21 Armageddon: The Final Battle in which the Lamb Conquers TC "Armageddon: The Final Battle in which the Lamb Conquers" \l 5 !!
v.11  The White horse and it’s rider - The Lord

White the symbol of purity and righteousness!

Faithful and True.

In righteousness doth he judge and make war.

Eyes a flame of fire.

On His head many crowns.

Had a name written that only he knew.

Clothed with vesture dipped in blood.

Called the Word of God.  John 1:1

Armies in heaven followed him on white horses clothed in white linen, white and clean.  No mention of them entering into the battle.  They have already fought their own battle.

Out of his mouth went a sharp sword - to smite the nations and rule them with a rod of iron.  Rev 12:5 and Psa 

Treadeth the wine press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

Name written on his thigh - King of kings and Lord of lords.

An Angel stood in the sun and called all fowls to the supper of the Great God.

The beast and the false prophet taken and cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. (Remember Babylon the Great has already met her judgment.)

The men who worshiped the beast were slain with the sword which proceeded out of his mouth.

The imagery of the final battle starts in 11:7; 12:7; 13:4 and heralds the last battle.

The first vision of the final battle is when we see all the kings gathered at Armageddon in 16:12-16.

In that vision we see the Euphrates (implying Babylon), the beast and his ally the pseudo prophet (the second beast).

The second glimpse of the final battle is in 17:14-18.  The victory of the Lamb is noted but here the end of the whore is revealed in detail.

The third time the battle is shown 19:11-21.

Finally in 20:8-10 we see the final end of Satan himself with Gog and Magog.  No battle.  Fire out of heaven devours them.

Only the dragon is real - the others are personifications.  Gog and Magog, as figures, are taken from Ezekiel 38 and 39.  Gog is the prince of the people/land of Magog.  These were the destroyers of God's people.

v.1 - 10  This completes the section on the great whore - Babylon 

Some have tried to relate this celebration to the issuing in of the 1000 years.  All we can really say is that it takes place in heaven and celebrates the fall of the great whore - that seducer of mankind.

Those figuring in the celebration are ones we have already seen in chapter 4 - the saints - the 24 elders -  the four living ones - the one on the throne.

v.3 - The smoke from her destruction is described as rising up forever.

v.5 - The voice from the throne "our God" not the usual way for Christ to refer to God - His references usually put him with God in the reference see John 20:17 and Rev 3:21 - one of the saints?

v.6-10  God is praised and in contrast to the destruction of the whore John sees the exaltation of the Bride of Christ.

v.10 - We, again, are not told who is bringing this message, however, the one refuses to be worshiped or honored by John saying "I am thy fellow servant and of your brethren."  Who?  We don't know - apparently not Christ nor an angel - probably not one of the four living ones - possibly one of the 24 elders - not identified as such.

v.6-8 - A figure of the marriage custom TC "A figure of the marriage custom" \l 5  - 

The betrothal - a public announcement which made them husband and wife - cf Matt 25:1 also 2 Cor 11:2;

Then the Bride prepares herself - 

Finally the wedding celebration - begins when the Bridegroom comes to take his Bride home.  See Matt 22:2; 22:17.

The Bride in this heavenly celebration is the church.

The millenialists regard the wedding celebration as the 1000 years of the supposed millennium. 

The array of the Bride seems to be what is mentioned in 3:18.  It was given her by God in v.8 which goes on to equate this with the righteous acts of the saints -  Consider Ephesians 2:10.

v.9 - Blessed are they who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

v.11-21 - The battle.  The End of the two Beasts.  We first saw these introduced in chapter 13.

The dragon was introduced in chapter 12.

The whore - first mentioned in chapter 14:8 where her destruction was foretold - and described in chapter 17.

The fall of the whore was described in  chapter 18.

Now the fall of the two beasts is given in chapter 19:11-21.

Finally the destruction of the dragon is described in chapter 20:7-10.

Satan is the source of the power of all these anti Christian forces, propaganda and seductive influences.  All of these go down together just as they appeared together.  Where Satan is - there is the anti Christian power (plus the propaganda) and the anti Christian seductive influences.  These have been shown separately that we may see them as they are -  They all perish together with Satan, their source.

The story began in 12:5 with the incarnation and exaltation of Christ.

v.11 - The imagery of the battle starts in 11:7; 12:7 and 13:4 TC "The imagery of the battle starts in 11:7; 12:7 and 13:4" \l 5 .

1. 
The first vision of this final battle is when we see the kings gathered at Armageddon in 16:12-16. There we saw those gathered for the battle but the fight is not joined.

2. 
The second glimpse of the battle is in 17:14-18.  Here the kings are present and we saw the victory of the Lamb and the assured destruction of Babylon.  

3
The third view is the one present in 19:11-21.  The King of kings rides forth, he attacks, the beast himself is attacked and with him are all the kings.  The beast and the kings are defeated.

3. 
The final scene of this battle is shown in 20:8-10 where Satan along with Gog and Magog are destroyed - 20:19.

These are not separate battles but separate views of the final great battle.

We are permitted to see the damnable character of each of these three agents of Satan.

King of kings and Lord of lords, the Son of God Himself.
See John 1:1 - Word of God

Rev 12:5 & Psa 2:9 - he is to rule the nations with a rod of iron

Rev 14:20 - He treads out the winepress of the Wrath of God

Rev 17:14 - King of kings and Lord of lords

Rev 13:16 - Kings, captains, mighty men, horses & riders, old men, free, bond; small and great.

Rev 16:12-16 - the beast

Rev 13:14-18 - the second beast - the false prophet 

These kings represent all through out the entire era - not just those at the end.

The remnant - those with the mark of the beast gathered in this battle.

Lesson 9 TC "Lesson 9" \l 2 
Chapter 20 TC "Chapter 20" \l 3 
The Thousand Year Reign: TC "The Thousand Year Reign:" \l 4 
This chapter with its thousand year reign has caused untold numbers of people to completely miss the wonderful message of the Book of Revelation.  If no where else in the book it seems that here people have had trouble in sticking with symbols and have reverted to attempts to build a theology around a literal acceptance of the number here.

First lets look at the thousand years.  A thousand is simply 10 X 10 X 10.  We have already seen that 10 in symbology is the perfect number.  Now when we take it to the third power or level we have a symbol for holy completeness.  So let us not try to make some literal thing out of this number.

First let us look at how the number is used.  What signals the beginning of the period?  Well in 20:1-3 we see that the binding of the old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan signals the beginning.  At this point he is cast into the bottomless pit where he remains for the entire 1000 years - unable to deceive the nations until he is released.  What signals the end of the period?  In 20:3,7 we see that the loosing of Satan signals the end of the period.  Simple enough so far?

When was/will Satan (be) bound?  Go back to Chapter 12.  Look at verse 10.  The whole picture there is of Satan as he is cast down and no longer able to accuse man before God.  In 20:1-3 we seem to have this episode expanded and we see Satan bound and cast into the bottomless pit where he will remain for the 1000 years.

Now it seems that the 1000 years began when Christ rose from the dead.  But we ask - if Satan is bound now what is the source of all the evil we see around us?  Go back to Chapter 13 and 17 and 18 and we see the agencies of Satan who are doing his bidding on the earth until the end of the New Testament era.  The first beast (the summation of all anti Christian forces on the earth); the second beast (the summation of all anti Christian propaganda - lies - on the earth); and the harlot (the summation of all the worshipers of the beast along with all the anti Christian seductive forces on the earth), these are Satan's forces active on the earth until the end.

But you ask, How is it that we see the beast and the false prophet both cast alive into the lake that burns with fire and brimstone?  These, as was the harlot, were personifications - evil influence agents presented as people or live beings.  Their end comes concurrent with the one who gave them life - Satan.  Satan is shown as being released from the pit long enough for him to marshall his forces for the final battle against Christ then he is cast into the lake with the beast and the false prophet and they shall be tormented for ever and ever.

Next we see the final judgment and death and hell were cast into the lake and every man was judged according to his works and every man whose name was not written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire - this is the second death.  For an explanation of death and hell see the explanation for the fourth seal.

Gog and Magog are both names taken from Ezekiel 38 and 39.  At that time and here they are used to represent forces arrayed against God's people.

Organization of the chapter: TC "Organization of the chapter:" \l 3 
v.1-3  The Beginning of the thousand years

v.4-6 - During the thousand years

v.7-10 - What happens at the end of the thousand years:  the battle

v.11 - 15 - What happens at the end of the thousand years:  the Judgment

Verses 1 - 6 forms a type of transition between chapter 19:11-21 and the descriptions given in 20:7-15.

Remember in 19:11-21 we saw the Rider on the white horse going forth in judgment.

One of the important things to understand in this chapter is the meaning of the thousand years.  First let us accept that this is symbolic.

1000 = 10 X 10 X 10 - absolutely complete.  Perfect holy completeness.  God is using this to define a very definite interval in His Plan.  It begins at His choosing and it ends also at His choosing.

Let us, then, look at what it is:

In the first seven verses it is used six times.

First Satan is bound TC "First Satan is bound" \l 5  by an angel from God and shut up and sealed in the bottomless pit for a thousand years.

Satan is not able to deceive the nations any longer for that interval of a thousand years.

At the end of the interval he will be loosed for a little season when he marshals his forces from the four quarters of the earth for the final battle.

Second - John saw thrones and judgment was given to those who sat upon them TC "Second - John saw thrones and judgment was given to those who sat upon them" \l 5  - they are described as the souls of those who were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the Word of God and they had not worshiped the beast neither his image nor had they received his mark in their hands nor in their foreheads.  These lived and reigned with Christ for the thousand years - in heaven!
Can this be any other than those mentioned in 6:9-11?  Is this not the first resurrection mentioned in 20:5b?

Third - the "rest of the dead" v.5a did not experience resurrection until the end of the thousand years TC "Third - the " \l 5 .  The second death has power over at least some of those who were not included in "those living and reigning with Christ". v.14, 15 seem to say that the second death will be the same as being cast into the lake of fire and will be applicable to those who have worshiped the beast and his image and have his mark.  

Those "living and reigning with Christ" will include all those during the entire dispensation who have died as did those we saw first in 6:9-10.

Finally we see in v.7-9 as Satan is loosed and goes out to deceive the nations once again and call them to battle TC "Finally we see in v.7-9 as Satan is loosed and goes out to deceive the nations once again and call them to battle" \l 5 , Gog and Magog.

Now to understand this element, v.7-9, let us go back to chapter 16:12-16.  We see as God has prepared the way, so to speak, for the forces of evil to be gathered together to Armageddon.  We did not see the battle at that time, only the gathering together of the forces of evil.  It seems that Satan is loosed that he might join his forces for the final battle.

Now if we bring up what we saw in 19:11-21 what we see here in 20:9b are the consequences of that final battle.

In 20:10  we see the dragon (Satan) join the first and second beasts in the lake of fire. We already saw in 19:20 the remnant slain by the sword.

Here in the final part of ch 20, v.11-15 the dead are judged and death and hell are cast into the lake of fire along with everyone whose name is not written in the book of life of the Lamb.

Now our remaining question, since we have determined that the end of the thousand years occurs just prior to the final battle/judgment where the dragon, the beast and the false prophet are cast into the lake of fire and all whose names are not written in the Lamb's book of life - this sounds like the final judgment.  But the question still remains - When does the thousand years begin?

Luke 11:21, 22  Christ talked about "binding the strong man before spoiling his house."  In Matthew 24:14 the gospel was to be preached unto all nations then cometh the end.  Christ gave his charge to go unto all the world and preach... Matt 28:19-20; and Mark 16:15.  Why was Satan not able to stop it?

But you say Satan still goes forth.... 1 Pet 5:8 - does he not do this through his agents the beast, the false prophet, and the harlot?

Satan was bound when Christ finished his work on earth.  Rev 12:9-12.

The martyrs 6:9-11; 12:11; 2:10; 13:17; 12:12; 18:20

Judgment is given to those sitting on the throne.  1 Cor 6:2, 3; Dan 7:22; Rev 2:26; 3:21.

Lesson 10 TC "Lesson 10" \l 2 
Chapter 21 TC "Chapter 21" \l 3 
God Assures His People That He Is Taking Care of Them and Has a Place Prepared for Them TC "God Assures His People That He Is Taking Care of Them and Has a Place Prepared for Them" \l 4 
In this chapter God again through the visions and the messages given to John is giving assurance to His people that He is taking care of His people and has prepared a place for them.  Remember when Jesus said, "I go to prepare a place for you and if I go I will return again that where I am ye may be also."?  

New Heaven and New Earth: TC "New Heaven and New Earth:" \l 5 
Now just in case there is any doubt that John has seen through the end of the era he now is shown a new heaven and new earth for the old is passed away.  And no place was found for them anymore.  Not refurbished not renewed, passed away.  What is found is a New Heaven and a New Earth.

The Holy City New Jerusalem: TC "The Holy City New Jerusalem:" \l 5 
Next he sees the Holy City, new Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven.  She is described as a bride adorned for her husband.

As John is shown the bride, the Lambs wife, he is shown New Jerusalem and her description is of glory and splendor which surpasses the mind's ability to comprehend.

The city is shown as perfect in all aspects; beauty, dimensions, glory, etc.  It certainly ties together the things said about the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles.

The city needs no light other than that provided  by God himself and all the needs of God's children are also perfectly provided.

It is interesting to note that the city is built upon the foundation of the apostles and the entering in (gates) are the names of the twelve tribes.  Israel has ever been God's house - the teaching of the apostles has ever been the foundation for the kingdom of God.

God’s Tabernacle With Men: TC "God’s Tabernacle With Men:" \l 5 
Next he hears the announcement that God will have His tabernacle with men and He will dwell with them and they shall be His people and God will be with them and shall dwell with them and shall be their God.

No Pain, No Crying, No More Death Nor Sorrow: TC "All Pain, All Crying, No More Death Nor Sorrow:" \l 5 
God also will wipe away all pain and crying - There shall be no more death nor sorrow nor crying nor pain - these past things are wiped away.  All the pain and sadness and loss of the physical life will no longer be suffered.

21:1-8
The new heaven and the new earth-

21:9-22:5
The Bride of the Lamb, the Holy City Jerusalem -

22:6-19
The Visions and John's record of them attested -

6 - 15
God's statement – 

16 - 19
Jesus' statement – 

20

John is dismissed -

21

John's farewell greeting -

21:1-8
John now sees the new heaven and new earth which is to take the place of the one which has fled - 20:11.


Some want to understand the new creation of ourselves in a near literal sense as in the passages which have been given:  (Is 65:17; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; Rom 8:20-23; Eph 2:10; 4:24; 2 Cor 5:17 and Gal 6:15) to say that we will be the same body and the same soul and the new heaven and new earth will be created anew in the same sense.


It is relatively easy to see how one might get caught up in this line of reasoning.  However, it seems Paul may have more aptly described both our new bodies and the new heaven and earth when we read 1 Cor 15:35 -38.  It is clear there that our new body will be a spiritual body and it seems to follow that the new heaven and the new earth will likewise be created anew as a fitting abode for the new spiritual bodies of the people of God.


There God will dwell amidst His people.


Gone from this new habitation will be all the features which have been the sources of pain and sorrow and sickness and death which have troubled our physical bodies.  Gone is the curse which God put on the earth because of Adam's sin (Gen 3:17), gone is the requirement for the things to meet the physical needs of this physical body.


Do we really understand what is meant by the idea of God tabernacling with us?  Can we even anticipate the emptiness resulting from the loss of someone who has been extremely close and an intimate part of our lives?  I personally don't feel I can appreciate fully the intensity of that feeling.  Therefore, I find it hard to express how it would be to experience God actually being that much a part of our lives.


I am reminded of a phenomenon which we see around us every day yet fail sometimes to appreciate.  Have you ever noticed how people are drawn to communities where churches are common and people live as they believe?  Notice it.  Even the vilest of people will, maybe even unconsciously, select their places to live based on the quality of people who live there, as indicated by the churches in the community - even those who would not consider going to worship in any one of them.


I recently heard a story about a town in Kansas which ceased to exist sometime in the 1800's.  The town people decided to use the name Liberal, Kansas.  They had a very simple set of rules - no god - no churches - no laws and no police.  As you could imagine anything went.  In a very short time, as the story goes, the town became a veritable hotbed for any and every crime you could imagine.  Then the inevitable happened.  The very people who had set the town up with its lack of anything moral or right began to leave.  Then one of the last ones to leave is reported to have said something to the effect that the last place on earth you would want to live is a place where god is not.  The point is, that God is very much a part of the life of everyone in this country from the righteous to the avowed atheist.


Can we really understand how much it would mean to us to have God make His tabernacle with us and to be with us constantly?


Do those of us who are married know how to appreciate a mate whose every thought, every action, every concern is for our own well being?  Who is always there for us?  Who never crowds us when we need space?  Who we can and do trust completely in all things?  Who is always a source of joy and pride in our lives?  Who never embarrasses us nor does things intentionally to cause us pain or hurt?


Not until we can realize what one such as this really means in our lives can we fully, or even begin to, know how wonderful it will be to exist continually in the intimate presence of a God whose every concern is for our own well being.


One of the most important features of the new heaven and new earth is that we will no longer be separated from a loving, kind, compassionate God.


One of the impressive features of the New Jerusalem is its lack of a temple.  In Old Jerusalem the temple sanctified the city.  The importance of that temple can be seen in that the temple or tabernacle signified God’s presence among the people by His indication at the dedication of moving His own presence into it at it's completion (Exodus 40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10-11).  We only saw this occur at the first tabernacle and at Solomon's Temple.  Then Ezekiel recorded a vision (Ezek 10) where the glory of the Lord departed from the temple and the city.  


Now to live forever in the very (not symbolic) presence of God is difficult for us to comprehend much less appreciate - yet that is exactly what John is describing.  Remember Paul in 2 Cor 12:1-4 - he could not describe it.


New Jerusalem - the very description is beyond human  comprehension.


Two factors do seem to be especially important - the foundations - the names of the twelve apostles (v.14) and the gates – the names of the 12 tribes (v.12).


Why gates at all - they are never shut - they are symbols Portals - we can come into God's presence - they are not for security - what better names than the names of the twelve tribes?  God's Holy Israel- See chapters 7 and 14 - the saved from the earth.


The apostles - those to whom was given the job of laying the foundation for the kingdom of God on earth.  Here their names are on the very foundations of the city.


The dimensions of the city - all symbolic - perfect in every aspect - we could just stop there because I really believe that is the intent of the symbolism.  However, so many try to go literal here with consequences which are rather interesting.  For instance a furlong is a stadium which is either 600 feet or if the Roman mile is used it is 1/8 of a mile and 606 feet.  In either case the city is a cube 1360 - 1377 miles (American) in all three dimensions (v.16).  To compound this problem for the literalist the wall is 144 cubits - apparently height - or is it thickness?  Just a problem.


Only the saved will ever enter into this city.

Lesson 11 TC "Lesson 11" \l 2 
Chapter 22 TC "Chapter 22" \l 3 
The Description of Holy Jerusalem or Heaven: TC "The Description of Holy Jerusalem or Heaven:" \l 4 
The provision for the Children of God includes the river of the water of Life proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb;

The tree of Life is presented as being on either side of the river of the water of Life;

Blessings are pronounced to those who do His commandments;

The invitation of the Spirit and the bride is always open;

Curses are included for anyone who would take from or add to the words of the book of this prophecy.

Further description of the holy city - TC "Further description of the holy city -" \l 5 
River of the water of Life -

The tree of life -

The prophecy verified by God -

The prophecy verified by Jesus -

A curse is pronounced on any who would add to or take from the prophecy of the book -

John is dismissed - TC "John is dismissed -" \l 5 
John's farewell to the churches - TC "John's farewell to the churches -" \l 5 
Lesson 12 TC "Lesson 12" \l 2 
Review of the Book of Revelation TC "Review of the Book of Revelation" \l 3 
Chapters 1 - 11 TC "Chapters 1 - 11" \l 3 
Chapter 1 - TC "Chapter 1 -" \l 4 
What is said in Chapter 1 which tells us the purpose of the book?

What blessing is pronounced in Chapter 1?  v.3

Who gives the Revelation?  Who does it reveal?  To whom was it given and by whom?

Describe how Jesus is represented in Chapter 1.

Revelation is prophecy.  Revelation is mystery.  Prophecy is immediate if from God   -  mediate if it is done by one of us or another based on what God has revealed in His word.  Discuss each type.

From beginning to end the Revelation addresses justice and mercy.   Mercy toward mankind yet rewards according to the works of each.

Chapter 2 & 3 TC "Chapter 2 & 3" \l 4 

In general give the form of each of the letters to the seven churches.  Were the conditions described in these churches unique to John's day?  Are the principles discussed also possible throughout the era of the kingdom?

Two churches received no rebuke from God.  Which two?  

Describe the differences between the church at Smyrna and the church at Philadelphia.

Among the seven churches we find:

Two were faithful to God but the messages were different.

Two were tolerant of false doctrine.

One was doing all the right things but for the wrong reason.

One was just completely indifferent and felt satisfied.

One was described as dead by God but alive and vibrant by man.

What hope was held out to the individual in each church?

It is evident that the conditions described existed in John's day, could they exist in churches today?

Chapter 4 - TC "Chapter 4 -" \l 4 
Describe the scene given here.  What is the central theme?  What very important element is missing from the scene given in chapter 4?

Chapter 5 - TC "Chapter 5 -" \l 4 
What is the central theme of this chapter?  How is this portrayed?

Chapter 6 - TC "Chapter 6 -" \l 4 
In the opening of the seven seals what is symbolized (overall)?

Chapter 7 - TC "Chapter 7 -" \l 4 
In this chapter we see things halted until God's people were sealed.

Where are these who are sealed?

Discuss the numbers.  Are they literal or figurative?

Discuss the multitude which no man could number.  Where was it and what does it represent?

The children of Israel in chronological order and as listed here: 

Reuben 2
Judah

Simeon 7
Reuben

Levi   8
Gad

Judah  1
Asher

Dan

Naphtali 5  Naphtali

Gad      3  Manasseh

Asher    4  Simeon

Issachar 9  Levi

Zebulon  10 Issachar

Joseph

Ephraim  11 Zebulon

Manasseh  6

Benjamin  12  Joseph - Ephraim





Benjamin

Chapter 8 - TC "Chapter 8 -" \l 4 
The seventh seal is opened -

There is silence in heaven -

The incense with the prayers of the saints - 

Great sounds from the throne -

The first four trumpets are sounded  -  Miraculous judgments upon men as warnings

The Last three trumpets are introduced as woes

The fifth and sixth strike men with the mark of the beast

Chapter 9
 TC "Chapter 9
" \l 4 The fifth trumpet is sounded and devastation is loosed from the abyss.  This is the first woe.

The sixth trumpet is sounded and the hordes held back at the Euphrates are released.  This is the second woe.

Chapter 10 - TC "Chapter 10 -" \l 4  A vision of the church is given with it's mission on earth 

The angel with the little book which John is told to take and eat

Chapter 11 - TC "Chapter 11 -" \l 4 
The temple is measured -

The seventh trumpet is sounded -

The two witnesses are shown and a brief view of the end -

God is praised for his judgment -

The temple is seen opened in Heaven -

Lesson 13 TC "Lesson 13" \l 2 
Review of the book of Revelation TC "Review of the book of Revelation" \l 3 
Chapters 12 - 22 TC "Chapters 12 - 22" \l 3 
Chapter 12 - TC "Chapter 12 -" \l 4 
The Glorious Woman  is introduced -

The Dragon The old serpent - the Devil - Satan

The Dragon is cast out of Heaven

The Dragon is defeated by the Son and is no longer able to accuse the brethren before God day and night -

The faithful defeat the Dragon by the blood of the Lamb - by their testimony and they loved not their lives unto the death.

The woman was protected for 3 1/2 years - 1260 days -

Saints -

Chapter 13 - TC "Chapter 13 -" \l 4 
The Beast from the sea - Seven heads 10 horns - crowns on his horns - symbolic of power - force 

Received a death blow to one of his heads - this was the resurrection of Christ -

Men worshiped the dragon and the beast -

The beast was given a mouth - blasphemies - 42 months - Blasphemes God - His name - His tabernacle - them that dwell in heaven -

Power given to the beast over all men who did not have their names in the Lamb's Book of Life.

The second beast was from the earth - two horns like a lamb - but he spoke like a dragon -

This beast deceived the men on the earth - performed miracles in the sight of the first beast -

He caused men to build an image to the first beast and gave life unto the image - cause those who would not worship the image to be killed - 

The mark of the beast - 666 - number of the beast and of his name -

Chapter 14 - TC "Chapter 14 -" \l 4 
144,000 seen on mount Zion - had Father's name in their foreheads - Sang a new song before the throne in heaven - only they could learn the new song -

They are those redeemed from the earth - not defiled with women - follow the Lamb wheresoever he goes -

Redeemed from among men - firstfruits  unto God and the Lamb.  No guile in their mouths - they are without fault before God -

An Angel with the everlasting Gospel to preach on earth to every nation, kindred, tribe and tongue and people - saying Fear God - give glory to Him, the hour of His judgment is come - worship Him who made heaven and earth and sea and the fountains of water.

Another angel announced the fall of Babylon - she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication -

Third angel announced any who worship  the beast and his image would drink of the wrath of God poured out without mixture  into the cup of His indignation.

Two Harvests - The first - one is sitting on a white cloud - this is the harvest of the righteous -  The second an angel out of the temple in heaven - this harvest cast into the wine press of the wrath of God - this harvest is the harvest of the wicked -

Chapter 15 - TC "Chapter 15 -" \l 4 
The seven last plagues -

The sea of glass - this time it is mingled with fire - those standing on it are those who had overcome the beast and his image and his mark and the number of his name -

These sang the song of Moses the servant of God and of the Lamb - these are the two who have led God's people out of bondage  - Moses from the bondage of Egypt and the Lamb from the bondage of sin -

The righteousness of God's judgment - God's power filled the temple -

Chapter 16 - TC "Chapter 16 -" \l 4 
The seven bowls of the wrath of God are poured out -

Four on men with the mark of the beast - yet they did not repent - they blasphemed God -

The fifth on the seat of the Beast - more blasphemy against God -

The sixth poured out on the Euphrates - it dried up preparing for the way of the kings of the East - to assemble at the call of the dragon for the final battle -

Announcement - it is done! - God has had all He will take - His wrath is full and man no longer will be given time to repent - God's wrath will be poured out on man in the final judgment -

Great earthquake -

Hail -

Great city (Babylon) fell - came in remembrance before God to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of God's wrath - men blasphemed God -

Chapter 17 - TC "Chapter 17 -" \l 4 
John is shown the great harlot - and her relationship to the first beast -

Chapter 18 - TC "Chapter 18 -" \l 4 
The destruction of Babylon is shown -

In her was found the blood of prophets and saints and of all that were slain upon the earth -

Chapter 19 - TC "Chapter 19 -" \l 4 
Rejoicing in heaven over the righteousness of God's judgments -

Blessings on those called to the marriage supper of the Lamb 

One from heaven seen going forth on a white horse - name Faithful and True - in righteousness he does judge -

He had a name no one knew but himself -

His vesture was dipped in blood -

His name called the Word of God -

Armies in heaven followed him -

A name on his thigh King of kings and Lord of lords -

The great battle is announced -

The beast and the false prophet taken and cast into the lake of fire burning with brimstone -  the remnant were slain with the sword of him on the white horse -

Chapter 20 - TC "Chapter 20 -" \l 4 
An angel comes down with a key to the bottomless pit -  He binds the dragon, that old serpent, the Devil and Satan, and casts him into the bottomless pit for a thousand years -  he shall deceive the nations no longer till the thousand years are ended - then  he is to be loosed for a little season -

Those beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the Word of God to reign with Christ for a thousand years - the rest of the dead to live after the thousand years are finished -

When the thousand years are ended Satan will be loosed to go out and deceive the nations - to gather them together to battle -

Fire from God will comes down from heaven and devours them -

The devil is cast into the lake of fire -

A great white throne is seen in heaven -

Earth and heavens fled away - no place is found for them -

The books are opened - the dead (every man)  is judged by what is written in the books according to his works -

Death and Hell are cast into the lake of fire and all, whose names are not written in the Lamb's book of life -

Chapter 21 - TC "Chapter 21 -" \l 4 
New heaven and new earth -

Holy city - new Jerusalem - coming down from God out of Heaven -

Jew Jerusalem described -

Gates twelve tribes - never closed -

Foundations the twelve apostles -

Dimensions perfect -

Description is beyond comprehension -

Those living there only those whose names are in the Lamb's book of life -

Nothing which defiles nor any abomination or that which makes a lie shall be there -

Chapter 22 - TC "Chapter 22 -" \l 4 
Further description of the holy city -

River of the water of Life -

The tree of life -

The prophecy verified by God -

The prophecy verified by Jesus -

A curse is pronounced on any who would add to or take from the prophecy of the book -

John is dismissed -

John's farewell to the churches -


