








Witness

Deut. 19:15 “One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any 

iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three 

witnesses the matter shall be established.

Matt. 18:16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 

‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established.’[a] 

1 Tim. 5:19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from 

two or three witnesses. 



Biblical Evidence

 Witness

 Believing witnesses/historians – Are they reliable?

 Do they make truth claims?

 Dependable Documents

 Historical Accuracy

 Free from contradictions – corroboration 

 Non-Believing historians

 Accounts of Christ

 Accounts of the Church



Witness

 The writers claimed to be witnesses or talked to witnesses

 No “Once upon a time”

 Luke 1 Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative 

of those things which have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who 

from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word 

delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect 

understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an 

orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the 

certainty of those things in which you were instructed.



Witness

 John 20:30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 

disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His name.

 John 21:24 This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote 

these things; and we know that his testimony is true.

 25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they 

were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 

contain the books that would be written. Amen.



Witness

 1 John 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 

our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was 

manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you 

that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—

3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 

may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 

Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to 

you that your[a] joy may be full.



Witness

 1 Cor.15 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to 

you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are 

saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you 

believed in vain.

 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He 

rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by 

Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred 

brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some 

have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the 

apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due 

time.



Witness

 Belief does not equal bias

 The change in the Apostles behavior

 Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 



Historical Accuracy 

 The Strength of the Manuscripts

 Corroborating History

 Archaeological Evidence















Corroborating History

“In all, Luke names thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities and nine islands 

without error”  (Geisler, BECA, 47) McDowell p.64

Luke 2 :1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census 

first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to 

be registered, everyone to his own city.



Corroborating History

Critics Charge:  

– No census and Quirinius was not governor at that time.

– People did not need to go to city of origin nor take family

Defense

– Absence of Evidence is not Evidence of Absence

• Parallel evidence

– Problems with language



Corroborating History

Early in the twentieth century, a papyrus was discovered which contained an edict by G. 

Vibius Maximus, the Roman governor of Egypt, stating:

Since the enrollment by households is approaching, it is necessary to command all who for 

any reason are out of their own district to return to their own home, in order to perform 

the usual business of the taxation… (Cobern, C.M. 1929. The New Archeological 

Discoveries and their Bearing upon the New Testament. New York and London: Funk & 

Wagnalls, p. 47; Unger, M.F. 1962. Archaeology and the New Testament. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan, p. 64).

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2008/10/16/A-Brief-Comment-on-the-Census-in-

Luke-2.aspx#Article



Corroborating History

The same papyrus also confirms Luke’s assertion that a man had to bring 

his family with him when he traveled to his place of ancestry in order to 

be properly counted by the Roman authorities (Lk. 2:5). The document 

reads:

I register Pakebkis, the son born to me and my wife, Taasies and Taopis 

in the 10th year of Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus 
Imperator [Emperor], and request that the name of my aforesaid son 

Pakeb[k]is be entered on the list” (Boyd, R.T. 1991. World’s Bible 
Handbook. Grand Rapids, MI: World Publishing, p. 415).



Translation Difficulties

World vs. Land

the Greek expression hegemoneuo in Luke 2:2 which is often 
translated “governor” really just means “to be leading” or “in 
charge of”



Corroborating History

Archaeologist Dr. Clifford Wilson  writes:

[Critics] challenged the Bible’s claim that Quirinius [the Latin spelling of 

Cyrenius] was governor of Syria at the time. He was governor at the 
time of the census fourteen years later, in AD 6, but, it turns out that he 

was also a high official in central Asia Minor in 8 BC, actually being in 
charge of the Army in Syria. It appears that he was able to repulse a 

local uprising that probably delayed the implementation of the poll tax 
in Syria for some time” (Wilson, C. 1980. Rocks, Relics and Biblical 

Reliability. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, p. 116).



Corroborating History

Critics - Luke's geography has been proven correct

Lystra and Derbe in Lycaonia but Iconium was not.

Acts 14:4 But the multitude of the city was divided: part sided with the 

Jews, and part with the apostles. 5 And when a violent attempt was 

made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and 

stone them, 6 they became aware of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, 

cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region. 7 And they were 

preaching the gospel there



Corroborating History

Cicero said that Iconium was in Lycaonia.

Sir William Ramsay

What convinced Ramsay that Iconium was in Phrygia was not the discovery of an archaeological artifact, but ancient literary 

texts.  He cites several sources in The Bearing of Recent Discovery on the Trustworthiness of the New Testament:

Xenophon identified Iconium as city of Phrygia in 394 B.C. (Anabasis).

In AD 145 Pliny says Iconium was a Phrygian city.

In AD 163 several Christians, including Justin Martyr, were put on trial in Rome for their Christian faith.  One man at the 

trial—a slave named Hierax—was asked who his parents were.  Hierax replied, “My earthly parents are dead; and I have 

been brought here (a slave) torn away from Iconium of Phrygia.” This is the only report we have from a native of 

Iconium.

Firmillian, bishop of Caesarea, is said to have attended a council in AD 232 at Iconium in Phrygia.[2]

• https://theosophical.wordpress.com/2011/09/26/biblical-archaeology-44-iconium-was-not-in-lycaonia/



Archaeology

Physical evidence

Direct Evidence – inscriptions

Supporting Evidence -

• Yohana Ben Ha'galgol – Crucifixion victim 



Archaeology

Luke 3:1 Now in the fifteenth year of the 

reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate 

being governor of Judea, Herod being 

tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip 

tetrarch of Iturea and the region of 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene

Inscription found a Abila near Damascus 

speaks of “Freedman of Lysanias the 

Tetrarch”


