
How many crowing roosters?

Matt 26:34 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me 

three times.”

74 Then he began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster 

crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly.

Luke 22:34 Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you 

know Me.”

60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying!”

Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster[g] crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows,[h] you will deny Me three times.” 62 

So Peter went out and wept bitterly.

John 13:38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, 

the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times.

John 18:6 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, 

“Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” 27 Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster 

crowed.



How many crowing roosters?

Mark 14:30 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that today, even this night, before the rooster crows 

twice, you will deny Me three times.”

68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you are saying.” And he went out on the porch, and a 

rooster crowed.

69 And the servant girl saw him again, and began to say to those who stood by, “This is one of them.” 70 But he denied 

it again.

And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, “Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your 

speech shows it.”[g]

71 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this Man of whom you speak!”

72 A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster 

crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And when he thought about it, he wept.



Extra-Biblical Evidence



Josephus

Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he 

assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them the 

brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and 

some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an 

accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be 

stoned: but as for those who seemed the most equitable of the citizens, 

and such as were the most uneasy at the breach of the laws, they 

disliked what was done; 

Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, Book XX Chapter 9



Josephus

Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army came 

from God, and that very justly, as a punishment of what he did against 

John, that was called the Baptist: for Herod slew him, who was a good 

man... Herod, who feared lest the great influence John had over the 

people might put it into his power and inclination to raise a rebellion... 

Accordingly he was sent a prisoner, out of Herod's suspicious temper, 

to Macherus, the castle I before mentioned, and was there put to death.

Antiquities of the Jews (Book 18, Chapter 5, 2)



Josephus

About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a 

man. For he was one who performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of 

such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of 

the Greeks. He was the Christ. And when, upon the accusation of the principal 

men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first 

come to love him did not cease. He appeared to them spending a third day 

restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things and a 

thousand other marvels about him. And the tribe of the Christians, so called 

after him, has still to this day not disappeared.

Flavius Josephus: Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3, 3[51]



Tacitus

Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the 

most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called 

Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, 

suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one 

of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus 

checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judæa, the first source of 

the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every 

part of the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest 

was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an 

immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, 

as of hatred against mankind.

Tacitus - Annals (written ca. AD 116), book 15, chapter 44.



Pliny the Younger, governor of Pontus/Bithynia from 

111-113 AD

Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to me as 

Christians, I have observed the following procedure: I interrogated 

these as to whether they were Christians; those who confessed I 

interrogated a second and a third time, threatening them with 

punishment; those who persisted I ordered executed. For I had no doubt 

that, whatever the nature of their creed, stubbornness and inflexible 

obstinacy surely deserve to be punished. There were others possessed 

of the same folly; but because they were Roman citizens, I signed an 

order for them to be transferred to Rome.

http://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/texts/pliny.html



Mara Bar-Serapion

What else can we say, when the wise are forcibly dragged off by tyrants, their wisdom is 

captured by insults, and their minds are oppressed and without defense? What advantage 

did the Athenians gain from murdering Socrates? Famine and plague came upon them as 

a punishment for their crime. What advantage did the men of Samos gain from burning 

Pythagoras? In a moment their land was covered with sand. What advantage did the Jews 

gain from executing their wise king? It was just after that their kingdom was abolished. 

God justly avenged these three wise men: the Athenians died of hunger; the Samians 

were overwhelmed by the sea and the Jews, desolate and driven from their own kingdom, 

live in complete dispersion. But Socrates is not dead, because of Plato; neither is 

Pythagoras, because of the statue of Juno; nor is the wise king, because of the "new law" 

he laid down.

Mara Bar-Serapion's letter, composed sometime between 73 AD and the 3rd century

Stoic Philosopher in Syria



Misc.

Lucian of Samosata (Born 115 CE) a well-known Greek satirist and traveling lecturer wrote 

mockingly of the followers of Jesus for their ignorance and credulity.

Celsus writing late in the second century produced the first full-scale attack on 

Christianity.[99][101] Celsus' document has not survived but in the third century Origen 

replied to it, and what is known of Celsus' writing is through the responses of Origen.[99] 

According to Origen, Celsus accused Jesus of being a magician and a sorcerer. While the 

statements of Celsus may be seen as a confirmation of the miracles of Jesus, they have 

little historical value, given that the wording of the original writings can not be 

examined.[101]

The Babylonian Talmud in a few cases includes possible references to Jesus using the terms 

"Yeshu", "Yeshu ha-Notzri", "ben Stada", and "ben Pandera". 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sources_for_the_historicity_of_Jesus



Biblical Evidence

 Witness

 Believing witnesses/historians – Are they reliable?

 Do they make truth claims?

 Dependable Documents

 Historical Accuracy

 Free from contradictions – corroboration 

 Non-Believing historians

 Accounts of Christ

 Accounts of the Church



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

1 Cor. 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.”
20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world?



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 A meek passive leader

 The change in the Disciples after the Resurrection

 Conversion

 The Spread of the Gospel

 Without violence

 Without political revolution

 Against Polytheism

 Against Oppression

 Brought together diverse groups



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

A meek, gentle and passive leader

Matt. 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If 
My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that 
I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is 
not from here.”



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 Other meek and passive leaders

 John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30 He must 
increase, but I must decrease.

 1 Peter 5: 1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I 
who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be 
revealed:



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 Change in behavior

 Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were uneducated 
and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized 
that they had been with Jesus.

 Conversion

 Acts 6:7 Then the word of God spread, and the number 
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 The Gospel was spread without violence

 Romans 12:17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things 
in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, 
live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, 
but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I 
will repay,”[a] says the Lord. 20 Therefore

 “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

 If he is thirsty, give him a drink;

 For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”[b]

 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



Muslims follow not only the Quran, which they believe is a literal transcript of God’s words, but also the 

Hadith, accounts of Muhammad’s words and deeds. These words and deeds are considered inspired 

by God and an example for Muslims to follow. According to one widely accepted hadith, whenever 

Muhammad would send an out expedition, he would admonish his appointed commander:

When you meet your enemies who are polytheists, invite them to three courses of action. If they 

respond to any one of these, you also accept it and withhold yourself from doing them any harm. Invite 

them to [accept] Islam; if they respond to you, accept it from them and desist from fighting against them. 

... If they refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the jizya. If they agree to pay, accept it from them 

and hold off your hands. If they refuse to pay the tax, seek Allah’s help and fight them.[12]

The jizya, a kind of tribute, was part of a larger deal in which non-Muslims submitted to several 

conditions. In addition to paying the jizya, non-Muslims were also required to wear distinctive clothing 

and mark their houses (which must not be built higher than Muslims’ houses), must not scandalize 

Muslims by openly performing their worship services, nor build new churches or synagogues. Those 

who owned land were also required to pay a land tax.[13]

http://www.answering-

islam.org/Terrorism/by_the_sword.html



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 The Gospel is not politically revolutionary

 Romans 13 Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 
judgment on themselves. 



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 The Gospel overcame polytheism

 Acts 17:22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in 
all things you are very religious;

 Acts 19:26 Moreover you see and hear that not only at 
Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has 
persuaded and turned away many people, saying that 
they are not gods which are made with hands. 27 So 
not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into 
disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess 
Diana may be despised and her magnificence 
destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.” 



The Counter-intuitive Nature of the Gospel

 The Gospel spread despite persecution

 Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, 
upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so 
much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. 
Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the 
skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to 
crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly 
illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for 
the spectacle, and was exhibiting a show in the circus, while he mingled 
with the people in the dress of a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. 
Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary 
punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion; for it was not, as it 
seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man's cruelty, that they 
were being destroyed.

 Tacitus - Annals (written ca. AD 116), book 15, chapter 44.



The Gentiles

 Eph. 3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you 
Gentiles— 2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace 
of God which was given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He 
made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by 
which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the 
sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy 
apostles and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of 
the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the 
gospel, 7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the 
grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power.


