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The Life of Christ



| am an historian, |
believer, but | must
confess as a historia
this penniless preache
from Nazareth Is
iIrrevocably the very cel
of history. Jesus Christ
easily the most dominant
figure in all history.—

H.G. Wells
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‘ COURSE OVERVIEW \

5| Introduction

*(Harmony of the Gospels)

[2]  Purpose of Study

[2]  Historical and Cultural Background
[(]  Why we believe the Bible is true

The Trinity and the Second Person of the Godhead

*| The Incarnation ot the L.ogos

"] The Works of Christ on Earth
*| The Atoning Wor.

< ot Jesus Christ

"] The Teachings of C

nrist — next quarter



PURPOSE

To study the life of Christ with an emphasis on theological Christology
Christology — The study of Christ emphasizing the person hood of Christ, his deity his

incarnation and his act of atonement.

Natural vs Systematic Theology



‘ PURPOSE \

To deepen our love and understanding of Jesus —
make us more faithful

transform our lives

John 14

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me.

? Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the

Father’?

15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.



‘ TO OUR YOUTH \

“Seven 1n 10 Protestants ages 18 to 30 — both evangelical and mainline — who went
to church regularly in high school said they quit attending by age 23, according to the
survey by LifeWay Research. And 34% of those said they had not returned, even

sporadically, by age 30. That means about one in four Protestant young people have
left the church. ” - USA Today 8/6/2007

We cannot posture our student ministries to think like and act like a four-year holding
tank with pizza. Instead, we need to prepare young adults for the spiritual challenges
that will come and the faith questions they will face. Firsthand faith leads to life change
and life-long commitment.

http:/ /www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2014 /december/real-reasons-young-
adults-drop-out-of-church.html









INTRODUCTION

The historical and cultural context of the first century
Why we believe the New Testament account

The synoptic problem



THE WORLD OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

(Galatians 4:4

But when the fullness of the time had come, God
sent forth His Son, born of 2 woman, born under the law,
5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might

receive the adoption as sons.
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The World of the New Testament

1 Political History

1 Religious History

a1 Culture of Palastine




Political History

At the close of the O.T. Persia ruled Palestine

Persia
Alexander the Great — died 323 B.C.

Ptolemaic dynasty — the Septuagint
Seleucid dynasty of Syria — the Maccabaean Revolt

The Hasmonean dynasty
Rome



Political History

At the time of the New Testament
Herod the Great was King

Roman Governors
The High Priests



Religion

Temple Worship
The Synagogue

The Priests
The Scribes
The Pharisees
The Sadducees
The Essenes



The Pax Romana
Roman Transportation
Jewish Dispersion
Slavery

Greco-Roman Religion
Greek Philosophy
Hellenistic Judaism

Culture



Why we believe

Multiple Witnesses
Historical Accuracy

Reliable Docunr
Archaeology

Extra-Biblical
The Counter 1

TOT1




Witness

Deut. 19:15 “One witness sh
concerning any iniquity ¢
by the mouth of two or thre
shall be establishec ‘

Matt. 18:16 But if

or two more, t

withesses every

1T Tim. 5:19 Do nc
c]lder exce



Biblical Evidence

» Witness
- Believing witnesses/ his
. Do they make truth cle
« Dependa uments
o Historic
o Free f
~ Non-Belie

° = CO



uw €55

o The writers claimed to be w:
withesses

« No “Once upon a time”

~ Luke 1 Inasmuc
a narrative of t
us, 2 just as
and ministers
good to me als
things from t
L RS |




uw €55

o John 20:30 And truly Jesus did man
His disciples, which are not writ
written that you may believe that
and that believing you may have life

. John 21:24 This is the ¢
these things; and we

25 And there are also
were written one by ¢
not contain the books th




o 1 John 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the
Word of life — 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen,
and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which
was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 that which
we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we
write to you that your joy may be full.



uw €55

o 1 Cor.15 Moreover, brethren, I declare t
you, which also you received and in
saved, if you hold fast that word whicl
in vain.
3 For I delivered to you first of all that whicl

for our sins according to the es, 4 and tl

o,

rose again the third da
Cephas, then by the tw
brethren at once, of who
have fallen asleep. 7 After
Then last of all He was s




Witness

. Belief does not equal bias
. The change in the Apostles

. Acts 4:13 Now when they saw
and John, and perce that they
and untrained r

that they had be



Historical Accuracy

The Strength of the
Corroborating History
Archaeological Evidence



Cleldgelele) g ' ng Histo 'y

“In all, Luke names thirty-t

cities and nine islands
BECA, 47) McDowell p.64

Luke 2:1 And it «

decree went ot

world should be
place while Qu
- we |



borating History

Critics Charge:

No census and Quirinius
People did not need to go tc

Defense

Absence of ]

Parallel

obl



Corroborat Ing History

Early in the twentieth century, a p Py
edict by G. Vibius Maximus, the

Since the enrollment by households is app
for any reason are out of their own districi
perform the usual business of the taxation... (C
Archeological Discoveries a 3earing upo
and London: Funk & Wa [
Testament. Grand Raj

http:/ /www.biblearcl

the-Census-in-Luke-



gorroborating History

The same papyrus also confirm
had to bring his family wit
place of ancestry in order to b
Roman authorities (Lk. 2:5). The «

I reqister Pakebkis, the s ) e anc
Taopis in the 10t

Germanicus Imper
my aforesaid son Pa
1991. World’s Bible
Publishing "



gorroborating History

Archaeologist Dr. Clifford Wils

[Critics] challenged the Bible’s clai
spelling of Cyrenius| was governor of
governor at the time of Durtec

but, it turns out t
Minor in 8 BC, act
appears that he was
delayed the implemen
A llS RO



. Qﬁfgbg?t f ~i ng Histo 'y

Critics - Luke's geography has be
Lystra and Derbe in Lycaonia but Ic

Acts 14:4 But the multi
the Jews, and pa
was made by both
and stone them, 6 tl
Derbe, cities of Ly

__;_theyw ep g t



. Qﬁfgbg?t f ~i ng Histo 'y

Cicero said that Iconiun

Sir William Ramsay .

What convinced Ramsay that Iconium was in Phrygia we
ancient literary texts. He cites several sources in The Bea
the New Testament: '

Xenophon identified Iconium :
In AD 145 Pliny says Iconi

In AD 163 several Christic
One man at the trial —a sl
earthly parents are dead;
This is the only report we h

Firmillian, bishop of Caesar

http sophic

[ (



Archaeology

Physical evidence

Direct Evidence - inscripti
Supporting Evidence -
Yohana Ber 0] - Cru



Archaeology

Luke 3:1 Now in the fifteenth year
of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,
Pontius Pilate being governor of
Judea, Herod being tetrarch of
Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of [turea and the reg
of Trachonitis, and Lysa
tetrarch of Abilene

Inscription found a Abila ne
Damascus speaks of “F
of Lysanias the T h




The Pila
Inscriptic

The partial inscription
reads (conjectural
letters in brackets):

[DIS A ST
TIB

[...POIN

[..PRAEF
[UDA

..FECIT
e transla




Archaeology

And having sent into Mace
Timothy and Erastus, he

while. — Acts 19:22

Gaius, who is host e and to
greets you. Eras

brother Quartt

Erastus remained
who was ill, at



Archaeology

Erastus in
return for
his ship laid
the

pavement a
his own
expense



»0the Withesses Corroborate?

Always challenge the assertior
Four Accounts of the Life of Ch
Corroboration vs Collusion .
What constitutes a contradiction?
What is not a contradic

Leaving out inform

Cultural differen
Problems with La

Eric's rule of contrac .
difficulty a contradic



EXtra-Biblical Evidence



Josephus

Festus was now dead, and Albinus
assembled the sanhedrim of jt
brother of Jesus, who was called
and some others, [or, some of his co
formed an accusation against them as 't
delivered them to be as for the
equitable of the

breach of the law
Josephus, The Antic



JQ§‘ P hus

Now some of the Jews thoug
came from God, and that ve
did against John, that was callec
who was a good man... Herod, whc

John had over the pec night put it
inclination to raise a re \ccording
prisoner, out of

[ before mentionec

Antiquities of the Jew




About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to
call him a man. For he was one who performed surprising deeds
and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He
won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the Christ.
And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among us,
Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to
love him did not cease. He appeared to them spending a third day
restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things
and a thousand other marvels about him. And the tribe of the
Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared.

Flavius Josephus: Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3, 3|51]



Tacitus

Consequently, to get rid of the report
most exquisite tortures on a class
Christians by the populace. Christus
suffered the extreme penalty during the
of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a-
thus checked for the mom cain broke ot
source of the evil, but e nere
from every part of tl
Accordingly, an arrest
their information, an im
crime of firing the cit

Tacitus - Annals (written c



AVE

Christians, I have observed th
these as to whether they were
interrogated a second and a third ti

punishment; those w
doubt that, whateve
inflexible obstina

others possessed o
citizens, I signed an

http:/ /faculty.gec

isted I ord

dinyithesYounger, governor of
2onwis/Bithynia from 111-113 AD

Meanwhile, in the case of those

C



Mara Bar-Serapion

What else can we say, when the wise are forc
captured by insults, and their minds a
advantage did the Athenians gain from
upon them as a punishment for their crime
from burning Pythagoras? In a moment their I
advantage did the Jews gain from executing thei
kingdom was abolished. Goc enged these th
hunger; the Samians were ove ne sea and t
from their own kingdot
Plato; neither is Pythagc
the "new law" he laid do

Mara Bar-Serapion's letter, co
Stoic Philosopher in Syria



Mis

Lucian of Samosata (Born 115 CE) a well-know
lecturer wrote mockingly of the followers
credulity.

Celsus writing late in the second century prc
Christianity.[99][101] Celsus' document has
century Origen replied to i vhat is know
the responses of Origen.[9¢ 0 Origen,
being a magician and ¢
as a confirmation of the
given that the wording ¢

The Babylonian Talmud i

using the terms "Yeshu",'

https:/ /en.wikipe vik




Biblical Evidence

» Witness
- Believing witnesses/ his
. Do they make truth cle
« Dependa uments
o Historic
o Free f
~ Non-Belie

° = CO



jhe Counter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel

1 Cor. 1:18

For the message of the cross is foolishnes
perishing, but to us who are ved it is the
For it 1s written:

“I will destroy the wisdor

And bring to nothing the
20 Where is the wise? Whe
this age? Has not God mac



jhe Gounter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel

A meek passive leader
The change in the Disciples after
Conversion
The Spread of the
Wit '

Against

A oain:



jhe Counter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel

A meek, gentle and passive leader

Matt. 11:29

Take My yoke upon you and le m Me, for I
in heart, and you will find rest f« -

John 18:36

Jesus answered, “My kmgd T
were of this world, My serve
delivered to the Jews 10W



giescounter-intuitive Nature of

the Gospel

Other meek and passive leac

John 3:29 He who has tl

but the friend of the brideg
hears him, oreatly be
bridegroc

fulfille

1 Peter 5:

Iwhoa

S INgS



ihe r‘g“]ggtﬁ-h tuitive Nature of
the Gospel

Change in behavior

Acts 4:13 Now when they saw

John, and percei nat they we
untrained men, th ed. Anc
had been with_

Conversion

Acts 6:7 Then th
the disciple

()



lhe r‘g“]ggtﬁ-h tuitive Nature of
the Gospel

The Gospel was spread withe

Romans 12:17 Repay no one evil for e
things in the sight c 8 If it is pc
on you, live peace ) B
yourselves, but

“Vengeance is

A«

“If your enemy is I
If he is thirsty, g
For in s ou



Muslims follow not only the Quran, which they believe is a literal transcript of God's words, but also the
Hadith, accounts of Muhammad’s words and deeds. These words and deeds are considered inspired by
God and an example for Muslims to follow. According to one widely accepted hadith, whenever
Muhammad would send an out expedition, he would admonish his appointed commander:

When you meet your enemies who are polytheists, invite them to three courses of action. If they
respond to any one of these, you also accept it and withhold yourself from doing them any harm. Invite
them to [accept] Islam; if they respond to you, accept it from them and desist from fighting against them.
... If they refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the jizya. If they agree to pay, accept it from them
and hold off your hands. If they refuse to pay the tax, seek Allah’s help and fight them.[12]

The jizya, a kind of tribute, was part of a larger deal in which non-Muslims submitted to several
conditions. In addition to paying the jizya, non-Muslims were also required to wear distinctive clothing
and mark their houses (which must not be built higher than Muslims® houses), must not scandalize
Muslims by openly performing their worship services, nor build new churches or synagogues. Those
who owned land were also required to pay a land tax.[13]

http://www.answering-
islam.org/Terrorism/by_the sword.html



giesGounter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel
The Gospel is not polit

Romans 13 Let every sot
governing autt les. For the
except from C

are appointe
resists the aut

God, and thos
on '



giesGounter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel

The Gospel overcame polythei:

Acts 17:22 Then Paul stooc
and said, “Men of Athens, I ¢
are very relig

Acts 19:26

Ephes

persuade
are not goc
this trade
e te



giesGounter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel

The Gospel spread despite persecuti

Accordingly, an arrest was fi

upon their information, an imm

much of the crime of firing the city
Mockery of eve as added to th
skins of beasts, 1 by dogs anc
to crosse

nightly ill
gardens fo
while he min
aloft on a c
| e : €



1e c_gmnaiﬂj tuitive Nature of
the Gospel

The leadership of the church

Acts 15:22 Then it pleased the
whole church, to send chosen
Antioch with Barnabas, nze
named Barse ding r

Gal. 2:9 anc

pillars, pe
gave me and

should go t



The G nt iles

Eph. 3 For this reason I, Paul,

Gentiles — 2 if indeed you have

grace of God which was given to me
revelation He made n to me the my
written already, 4 b e you read
my knowledge i

not made known

the Spirit to His h
should be fellow hei
promise 1in Christ t
according to '
work



e Counter-intuitive Nature of
the Gospel

How do we explain th
The truth of the Gospe
Hope for To)s
Resurre

Confi:

N
D1



Mirac

Mark 16:20 And they v
everywhere, the Lord wc

confirming the word through
accompanyir

If we establis
God then mire
problemnr







Jesus’ Life Foretold in the Scriptures Prophecy Fulfillment

Seed of the woman 4000 B.C. Gen. 3:15 Ga. 4:4, Rev. 12:5
Generation Human 2000 B.C. Gen. 12:3, 18:18, 49:10, Is. 11:1  Jo. 1:45, Acts 3:25, 13:23, Ga. 3:8
Time of His Advent 530 B.C. Dan. 9:24:25 Jo. 1:41, 4:25-26

Born of a Virgin 700 B.C. Is. 7:14, Mi. 5:3 Ma. 1:23, Lu. 1:26-35
Descendant of Shem Gen. 9:27 Lu. 3:36

Descendant of Abraham Gen. 12:3, 18:18 Ma. 1:1-2, Lu. 3:34, Acts 3:25
Descendant of Isaac Gen. 17:19, 21:12 Ma. 1:2, Lu. 3:34, Ro. 9:7
Descendant of Jacob Gen. 28:14, Nu. 24:17 Ma. 1:2, Lu. 3:34

Descendant of Tribe of Judah Gen. 49:10, Mi. 5:2 Ma. 1:2, 2:6, Rev. 5:5
Descendant of House of David 700 B.C. Is. 9:7, Je. 23:5 Ma. 1:1,6, Lu. 3:31, Jo. 7:42
Jesus Birthplace 700 B.C. Mi. 5:2 Ma. 2:1-6, Lu. 2:4, Jo. 7:42
Massacre of Innocents 627 B.C. Je. 31:15 Ma. 2:17-18

Flight into Egypt 770 B.C. Ho. 11:1 Ma. 2:15

Ministry in Galilee 700 B.C. Is. 9:1-2 Ma. 4:15-16

To Be A Prophet 1500 B.C. De. 18:15 Jo. 1:45, 6:14, Acts 34:22, Acts 7:37
Priest/ Melchisedek 1000 B.C. Ps. 110:4 Heb. 5:6, 6:20, 7:17,21
Purification of Temple 1000 B.C. Ps. 69:9 Jo. 2:17

Rejected by Jews and Gentiles Ps. 2:1 Jo. 6:66, Acts 4:25-26
Spiritual Graces Ps. 45:7, Is. 11:2 Lu. 4:18

Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 520 B.C. Ze. 9:9 Ma. 21:1-10, Jo. 12:14-16
Betrayal by a Friend 1000 B.C. Ps. 41:9 Ma. 26:15, Mk. 14:10,21
Betrayed for 30 pieces of Silver 520 B.C. Ze. 11:12-13 Ma. 26:15, Mk. 14:10,21
Silence against Accusation 700 B.C. Is. 53:7 Ma. 26:63, 27:12-14
Vicarious Suffering 700 B.C. Is. 53:4-6,12 Ma. 8:17, Ro. 4:25, | Co. 15:3,
Death with Malefactors 700 B.C. Is. 53: 9-12 Ma. 27:38, Lu. 23:40-43
Piercing of Hands and Feet 1000 B.C. Ps. 22:16, Ze. 12:10 Jo. 20:27

Insulting and Mockery
Offered gall and vinegar
Lots Cast for Vesture
Not a Bone to be Broken
Burial with the Rich
Resurrection

Ascension

Ps. 109:25, 22:6-7
Ps. 69:21

Ps. 22:18

Ps. 34:20

Ps. 16:9, Is. 53:9
Ps. 16:10, Ho. 6:2
Ps. 68:18, 110:1

. 27:39, Mk. 15:19

. 27:34,48, Jo. 19:29

. 15:24, Jo. 19:24

. 19:36

. 27:57-60

. 27:63, 28:6, Acts 2:27-31

. 24:51, Acts 1:9, Eph. 4:8-10,Heb. 1:3

EFFCRFF




The Gospels

Not a Biography
Written for a very specific purpose
Not always chronological

Written for different audiences

= Matthew - Jews - a lot of fulfilment of prophesy
= Mark - to the Romans - Lots of action

s [Luke - to the Greeks - Lots of detail

= John - to everyone



