
The Atonement



Christus Victor

• According to the Christus Victor theory of the Atonement, 
Christ's death defeated the powers of evil, which had held 
humankind in their dominion.

• 1 Cor. 15:25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under 
His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 

• Gives a result but does not answer why.



Theories of Atonement

• Scapegoat Theory - “Christianity is a priestly religion which 
understands that it is God’s overcoming of our violence by substituting 
himself for the victim of our typical sacrifices that opens up our being 
able to enjoy the fullness of creation as if death were not.”

• In the Governmental Theory, Jesus Christ does not take the exact 
punishment we deserve, He takes a punishment. Jesus dies on the cross 
therefore to demonstrate the displeasure of God towards sin. He died to 
display God’s wrath against sin and the high price which must be paid, 
but not to specifically satisfy that particular wrath.



The Resurection

• https://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html
• At least 3 women, including Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 

prepare spices to go to the tomb (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1).
• An angel descends from heaven, rolls the stone away, and sits on it. There is an earthquake, 

and the guards faint (Matthew 28:2-4).
• The women arrive at the tomb and find it empty. Mary Magdalene leaves the other women 

there and runs to tell the disciples (John 20:1-2).
• The women still at the tomb see two angels who tell them that Jesus is risen and who instruct 

them to tell the disciples to go to Galilee (Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:2-8; Luke 24:1-8).
• The women leave to bring the news to the disciples (Matthew 28:8).
• The guards, having roused themselves, report the empty tomb to the authorities, who bribe 

the guards to say the body was stolen (Matthew 28:11-15).
• Mary the mother of James and the other women, on their way to find the disciples, see Jesus 

(Matthew 28:9-10). 
• The women relate what they have seen and heard to the disciples (Luke 24:9-11).



The Resurection

• Peter and John run to the tomb, see that it is empty, and find the grave 
clothes (Luke 24:12; John 20:2-10).

• Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb. She sees the angels, and then she sees 
Jesus (John 20:11-18).

• Later the same day, Jesus appears to Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5).
• Still on the same day, Jesus appears to Cleopas and another disciple on their 

way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32).
• That evening, the two disciples report the event to the Eleven in Jerusalem 

(Luke 24:32-35).
• Jesus appears to ten disciples—Thomas is missing (Luke 24:36-43; John 

20:19-25).
• Jesus appears to all eleven disciples—Thomas included (John 20:26-31).



The Resurrection

• Jesus appears to seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1-
25). 

• Jesus appears to about 500 disciples in Galilee (1 Corinthians 
15:6).

• Jesus appears to His half-brother James (1 Corinthians 15:7).
• Jesus commissions His disciples (Matthew 28:16-20).
• Jesus teaches His disciples the Scriptures and promises to send 

the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:4-5).
• Jesus ascends into heaven (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-12).



The Resurrection 

• Why was the resurrection needed?
• To fulfill prophesy

• Ps.16:For You will not leave my soul in Sheol,
• Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.

• To fulfill His own prophesy
• John 2:19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.”
• To show His full deity

• John 10:17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it 
again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”

• Romans 1:3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according 
to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 



The Resurrection

• To show power over death itself
• Acts 2:23 

• Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken 
by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

• Col. 1:18 
• And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in all things He may have the preeminence.
• 2 Tim. 1:10 

• but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel

• Romans 6:8 
• Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that 

Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over 
Him.



The Resurrection

• Central tenant of our faith
• 1 Cor. 15:16 

• For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is 
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also 
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.

• Romans 10:9 
• that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 

heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.



The Ressurection

• Hope
• 1 Peter 1:3 

• Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God 
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.



The Ascention

• Luke 24:50 
• And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and 

blessed them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He 
was parted from them and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped 
Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in 
the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.

• Mark 16:19 
• So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 

heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and 
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the 
word through the accompanying signs. Amen.



The Ascention

• Acts 1:9 
• Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while 
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 
as you saw Him go into heaven.”



At the Right hand of God

• Acts 7:55 
• But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

• Acts 9:5 
• And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”
• Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.”
• Rev. 1:10 

• I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 
11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, 
write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to 
Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”



Christ as King

• John 12:14 
• Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:

• 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
• Behold, your King is coming,
• Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”

• John 18:37 
• Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”
• Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was 

born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”



Christ as King

• Acts 2:29 
• “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, 

that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He 
would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,

• 1 Tim. 6:
• 15 He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and 

Lord of lords, 


