
The Parables Of  Jesus
Lesson 22

Two Men Pray & 
The Laborers in the Vineyard

“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!” Luke 18:13



Two Men Pray &
The Laborers in the Vineyard
v Two Men Pray (Lk. 18:9-14)

ØWhy is this parable spoken? (vs. 9) 
ØA Pharisee –

Ø the strictest keepers of the law 
Ø yet found their own traditions more binding (Matt 15:9)

Ø consider themselves more righteous and important

Ø A publican –
Ø A turn coat/traitor to the nation collecting taxes for the Romans

Ø Many times a cheat, taking more than what was due to line own pockets 
(Luk 19:8)

Ø Lumped in with Gentiles, adulterers, and other sinners (Luke 15:1-2; Matt 
18:17)



Two Men Pray &
The Laborers in the Vineyard
v Two Men Pray (Lk. 18:9-14)

Ø the Pharisee’s prayer –

Ø Self-righteousness comes to the forefront

Ø No thankfulness to God, just to self, has need of nothing

Ø takes no notice of God but does take notice of his surroundings (… “this 

publican”)

Ø The publican’s prayer –

Ø Submissive/humble, ashamed to approach or even look up to God

Ø Mindful of his status before God and man

Ø More than likely taken more tax than due to line his own pockets

Ø And a realization that he is in sin before God (he appears to have hit bottom)



Two Men Pray &
The Laborers in the Vineyard
v The Laborers hired (Matt. 20:1-7)

Ø The daily laborers–
Ø the poor and desperate living day to day
Ø would hang out waiting to be hired by various employers (i.e. vineyards)
Ø denarius was about a days wage
Ø There could be a need for a large number of daily workers, if crop need to 

be gotten in quickly (i.e. incoming weather)
Ø Various hiring through out the day –

Ø Start of the day, workers “Agreed” to a days wage of a Denarius
Ø 3rd hour hiring, “whatever is right I will pay”
Ø 6th and 9th hours, agreeing to something similar as at the 3rd hour
Ø At the 11th hour, go to the vineyard



Two Men Pray &
The Laborers in the Vineyard
v The Laborers paid (Matt. 20:8-16)

Ø paid in reverse order –
Ø the 11th hour received a Denarius (a whole day’s pay)
Ø The first hired, got excited expecting more

Ø Should they expect to receive more?

Ø They received a Denarius?
Ø Why did they receive a Denarius?
Ø What was their reaction?
Ø What was the employers reply to their reaction?
Ø We can assume those hired in the middle “probably” received the same but they are 

not an important topic of this parable

ØWhat is the context of this parable (Matt. 19:16-30; 20:20-28) 



Two Men Pray &
The Laborers in the Vineyard
v The Laborers paid (Matt. 20:8-16)

Ø We shouldn’t expect reward for our service to God or man
Ø We should be grateful for –

Ø God’s mercy on us 
Ø Hope the same mercy is shared with others
Ø Rejoice when God does show mercy to us and others 


