





_"e‘_Superlorlty of Jehovah over Idols (40-48)

1. Announcing the Coming of the Lord (40:1-11)

- 2. The Incomparable God (40:12-41:29)

3. The Chosen Servant of Delight (42:1-17)

4 The Deaf, Blind Servant Redeemed (42:18-44:5)

(e

1 urmng of Gentiles from Idols to J ehovah (45 14*25)






hy was this “shepherd” servant introduced at this point in
e context (44:28-45:3)? How does he relate to the
ontext?

o says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, And he shall
ierform all My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, “You
- shall be built,” And to the temple, “Your foundation

shall be laid.” Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To

' whose right hand I have held To subdue natwns

“bronze And cut the bars of i iron. I wlllﬂ 1
“kness And hidden riches of secre




onte
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I'wo points were made previously, and this supports both:

. In the immediate context, God is pleading with Israel to
repent, because of His favor and national redemption.

50d using Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple’s

er context, that God can call Cy
; _eg the n i







Israel (Samarla)
T

739/741 B.C.

.-yl

Jzziah Ahaz

Jotham




years and




1s none beside Me”

ill give you the treasures of darkness And hidden riches of
et places, 'That you may know that I, the LORD,
call you by your name, Am the God of Israel. 2For
lacob My servant’s sake, And Israel My elect, I have even
called you by your name; I have named you, though
ou have not known Me. I am the LORD, and there is no
other There is no God besides Me. I will gird you, though

Jjou have not known Me, 2That they may know from the
g of the sun to its setting That there is none besides Me. I
2 LORD, and there is no other; I form the light and
kness, 1 make peace. and create calamity; I, the |




at is so unusual about the Lord identifying Cyrus by name
5:3-8)? What did the Lord hope to accomplish by it?

€an you name our country’s president 10 years in the future?
How about 100 years in the future?

" Only One who transcends time, holding it in His hand can
name the benefactor of His people, who would be king in a
1gn nation, which would conqueror the world empire,

uld conqueror the next world empire, which would
or the current world empire 160+ years in the future'






s with His Maker

)e to him who strives with his Maker! Let the potsherd
ve with the potsherds of the earth! Shall the clay say
i who forms it, What are you making?’ Or shall your
ndiwork say, ‘He has no hands’? Woe to him who says to
is father, ‘What are you begetting?’ Or to the woman, ‘What
ave you brought forth?”” Thus says the LORD, The Holy One
of Israel and his Maker: “Ask Me of things to come
erning My sons; And concerning the work of My hands,
_.mmand Me. I have 'made the earth, And *created
 it. I — My hands — 3stretched out the heavents, Ands-

| I have commanded. I have raised himupin
will direct all his ways; He shall .

"exlles go ﬁ'e _Not for D1

i



RIth s Maker

) whom was 45:9-13 directed? Who was not to “strive
ith his Maker”™ What lessons can we learn?

-10 seem to be clearly directed to Cyrus himself!
}5:11-12 provides God’s “resume” as Potter and Father, which
ould be directed to either of His servants, Cyrus or Israel.

45:13 seems to be clearly directed to Israel, because it refers
s as singular male in the 3™ person, which leans 45:11-






-ouldftﬁé' Il);eople- of 45:14-15 bow before the people of
? If they failed to do so, what could they expect as an




says the LORD: “The labor of Egypt and merchandise
sh And of the Sabeans, men of stature, Shall come
to you, and they shall be yours; They shall walk
)ehind you, They shall come over in chains; And they shall
bow down to you. They will make supplication to you,
saying, Surely God is in you, And there is no other; There
1s no other God.” Truly You are God, who hide Yourself, O
[srael, the Savior! They shall be ashamed And also
ced all of them; They shall go in confusion together,
e makers of idols. But Israel shall be saved by the
an everlasting salvation; You shallnot be
rs ; raced Forever and ever. (45:14-17)
cooperatlon as proselytes T j




says the LORD: “The labor of Egypt and merchandise
sh And of the Sabeans, men of stature, Shall come
to you, and they shall be yours; They shall walk
)ehind you, They shall come over in chains; And they shall
bow down to you. They will make supplication to you,
saying, Surely God is in you, And there is no other; There
1s no other God.” Truly You are God, who hide Yourself, O
[srael, the Savior! They shall be ashamed And also
ced all of them; They shall go in confusion together,
e makers of idols. But Israel shall be saved by the
an everlasting salvation; You shallnot be
isgraced Forever and ever. (45 14- -17)
exalted (J ohn '




‘which had not been previously emphasized?
thus says the LORD, Who created the heavens, Who is
God, Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it,
ho did not create it in vain, Who formed it to be

mnhabited: “I am the LORD, and there is no other. I have not
spoken in secret, In a dark place of the earth; I did not say
eed of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in vain’; I, the LORD, speak
ouSness I declare things that are right. Assemble
ves and come; Draw near together, You who have
om the nations. They have no knowledge,
ood of ;_thelr carved i lmage And pray toa




What characteristics of God were emphasized in 45:18-22,
vhich had not been previously emphasized?

o'iher God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is
none besides Me. Look to Me, and be saved, All you




Seat of Christ’

Vho would be the rallying point for the Gentiles (45:23-
5)? How can we be certain of the application of this
lrssage?
:ave sworn by Myself: The word has gone out of My
nouth in righteousness, And shall not return, That to
Me every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an
oath. He shall say, ‘Surely in the LORD I have righteousness
ength. To Him men shall come, And all shall be
med Who are incensed against Him. In the LORD
- escendants of Israel Shall be justified, and

(45 23-25)







Vhat contrasts were drawn between Jehovah and the gods of

abylon (46:1-7)?

bows down, Nebo stoops; Their idols were on the

beasts and on the cattle. Your carriages were heavily

oaded, A burden to the weary beast. They stoop, they bow

down together; They could not deliver the burden, But

have themselves gone into captivity. “Listen to Me, O

f Jacob, And all the remnant of the house of Israel, Who

en upheld by Me from birth, Who have been
from the womb: Even to your old age, I am He, And

hairs I will carry you! I have made, and I

carry, and will deliver you. (46 1- 4)"
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gbldsmith and he makes it a god; They prostrate themselves,
yes, they worsth They bear it on the shoulder they

n'ot move. T hough one cries out to zt, yet it cannot
» Nor save him out of his trouble. (46:1-7)
31m11ar arguments but this tlme empha31ze



ey from the East”

ow did the “bird of prey from the east” demonstrate God’s
periority over the idols of Babylon (46:8-13)?
R smember this, and show yourselves men; 2Recall to
ad, O you transgressors. 3Remember the former things
of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is none like Me, Declaring the end firom the
begmmng, And from ancient times things that are not yet
' ylng, ‘My counsel shall stand, And 1 will do all My
ire,” Calling a bird of prey frrom the east, The man
ecutes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed I
en it; I will also bring it to pass. I have
> Lawill -also do it. (46 8-11)




o

: oﬁhid the “bird of prey from the east” demonstrate God’s
iperiority over the idols of Babylon (46:8-13)?

| 'lace salvatwn in Zion, For Israel My qloru (46:12-13)
Amazmg God contlnues to mercifully reach out to the




ty be compared to a “virgin daughter” (47:1-3)?

me down and *sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of

_ 'bulon Sit on the ground 2without a throne, O

laughter of the Chaldeans! For you shall 3no more be

called Tender and delicate. 4Take the millstones and
s5grind meal. °Remove your veil, "Take off the skirt,

| ver the thigh, °Pass through the rivers. Your




nce this language is both figurative and is recorded in the

Testament, can the illustration of Babylon’s nakedness

p us define at least part of a minimum standard for

nodesty (47:2-3)?

“Take the millstones and grind meal. Remove your veil, Take

" off the skirt, Uncover the thigh, Pass through the rivers.
Your nakedness shall be uncovered, Yes, your shame

vill be een I will take vengeance, And I will not arbitrate

an.” (47:2-3)

gh represents a city, to convey any meaning, the ﬁgure--' :

bérooted in physmal reahty |




