
1 John 4:8



LOVE IS…
• Love is a difficult word to strictly define (2 Sam. 

13:1; Lk. 6:32; 1 Cor. 13).

• There is a love that gives and a love that receives 
(Acts 20:35; 17:25).

• It is not only God that we have need of (Gen. 
2:18).

• Another division can be made
between what is loved out of need
and what is loved out of appreciation.



AFFECTION
• This sort of love is very much rooted in feelings 

(Matt. 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; Acts 1:18).

• It involves what is a natural attraction (Rom. 1:31;
2 Tim. 3:3).

• And yet it can be commanded (Rom. 12:10; Phil. 
1:8).

• Affections must be guided so that
they do not rule us (2 Cor. 6:12).

• We must learn to enjoy the affection
of others without being ruled by it
(Lk. 14:26). 


