
Part 2: JUDGES OF ISRAEL
Lesson 4: OTHNIEL THROUGH JAIR, JUDGES 1–10



1. Judges generally presents Judah positively and Benjamin negatively 
(e.g., Judg 1:1—21. Why might the author of Judges have highlighted the 
positives of Judah and the negatives of Benjamin? (See Judg 17:6; 21:25; 
cf. Deut 12:8; Prov 12:15; 21:2.) (We will develop the Judah-Benjamin 
portrayal in a later lesson.)

2. The phrase “the angel of the LORD” appears nineteen (19) times in 
Judges (2:1, 4; 5:23; 6:11, 12; 13:3, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21). The arrival of 
the angel of the LORD fulfills what divine promise(s)? (Exod 23:20—23; 
32:33—35) (OPTIONAL: Some interpreters believe that “the angel of the 
LORD” is a reference to the preincarnate Christ. Do you think this 
proposal has merit? Explain)



3. For how long did Israel remain faithful to God? (Judg 2:7, 10) Summarize 
the Israel’s cycle(s) of activity throughout the period of the judges 
(VV. 11—19) Why did God allow his people and the peoples of Canaan to 
reside together? (3:1—4) How did Israel fail to obey God, and how did 
God respond? (VV. 5—8)

4. Who were the first three judges of Israel, and what enemy nations did 
they destroy? (Judg 3:7—31) How were the Israelites related to these 
nations? (NOTE: The word translated “deliverer” in Judg 3:9, 15 is the 
Hebrew word moshia. The Septuagint [LXX] translates it with the Greek 
sōtēr, a common word used in the New Testament for God and Christ)



5. At key points in Judges, women (e.g., Achsah, Deborah, Jael, woman from 
Thebez, daughter of Jephthah, wife of Manoah, woman from Timnah, 
Delilah, mother of Micah, concubine of the Levite, women of Jabesh-
gilead) play a significant role, often exemplifying the downward 
spiral of Israel, sadly. How does the story of Deborah demonstrate the 
failure of male leadership in Israel?

6. The song of Deborah is the fourth recorded song in Scripture (Judg 5:1—
31; CF. Exod 15:1—18, 20—21; Num 21:17—18; Deut 31:30—32:43). What 
similarities exist between the song of Moses and Miriam and that of 
Deborah and Barak?



7. What do the names “Gideon” and “Jerubbaal” mean? Why are these 
suitable names for the fifth judge of Israel? What question did Gideon 
ask the angel of the LORD? (Judg 6:13; CF. V. 12) How did God prove that he 
had not abandoned his people? (VV. 14—24) (NOTE: The selection of the 
300 men of Gideon is perhaps illustrative of the doctrine of divine 
election. See 7:2—8.)

8. How did Gideon respond to the Israelites’ request that he be their 
ruler? (Judg 8:22—27; CF. VV. 33—35) What did Gideon name his son whom 
his concubine bore to him, and what does the name of his son mean in 
Hebrew? (V. 31) What position did this son later take, and what was his 
end?
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