
What God Says When He Is Angry
Jeremiah 17:1–10



“The sin of Judah is written down with an iron 
stylus; With a diamond point it is engraved upon 

the tablet of their heart And on the horns of their 
altars, As they remember their children, So they 

remember their altars and their Asherim By 
green trees on the high hills. ...



“O mountain of Mine in the countryside, I will give over 
your wealth and all your treasures for plunder, Your 
high places for sin throughout your borders. And you 
will, even of yourself, let go of your inheritance That 

I gave you; And I will make you serve your enemies In 
the land which you do not know, For you have kindled 

a fire in My anger Which will burn forever. ...



“Thus says Yahweh, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in 
mankind And makes flesh his strength, And whose 

heart turns away from Yahweh. And he will be like a 
juniper in the desert And will not see when prosperity 

comes, But will dwell in stony wastes in the 
wilderness, A land of salt which is not inhabited. ...



“‘Blessed is the man who trusts in Yahweh And whose 
trust is Yahweh. And he will be like a tree planted by 
the water, That sends forth its roots by a stream And 
will not fear when the heat comes; But its leaves will 

be green, And it will not be anxious in a year of 
drought Nor refrain from yielding fruit. ...



“‘The heart is more deceitful than all else And is 
desperately sick; Who can know it? I, Yahweh, search 
the heart; I test the inmost being, Even to give to each 
man according to his ways, According to the fruit of 

his deeds.’” (Jer 17:1–10 LSB)



When He is Angry, God says ...
• “Your sins are deep-seated and destructive” – Jer 17:1–4; 2:22; 3:6; 

7:18; 15:4, 13; 16:16; 20:5; CF. Deut 6:6; 2 Chron 24:18.

• “The root of your sinfulness is a lack of trust” – Jer 17:5–8. 
• Trusting in anyone other than God results in divine rejection and loss of 

attendant blessings – Jer 17:5–6; Ps 146:3; Rom 1:24, 26, 28; CF. V. 27.

• Trusting in god (ALONE) results in spiritual security, fearlessness, and 
productivity – Jer 17:7–8; CF. 2:37; Ps 118:8; 1:1–3; John 15:4–8.

• “I am the only one who can cure your heart” – Jer 17:9–10; CF. VV. 1, 
5; 31:31–34; 32:36–44; Rom 10:8–10; Heb 10:15–22; 1 John 3:18–24.
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